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PRELUDE O God of Clemency, Come Through Your Presence  Jean GrosJean (1815-1888)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
tullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG 5. 7,3,4 Lost in the Night
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1 Lost in the night do the peo - ple yet lan - guish,
2 Must we be vain - ly a - wait - ing the mor - row?
3 Sor - row - ing wan - d’rers, in dark - ness yet dwell - ing,
4 Light o’er the land of  the need - y is beam - ing;
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long - ing for morn - ing the dark - ness to van - quish,
Shall thosc who have light no light let us bor - row,
dawned has the day of a ra - diance ex - cel - ling,
riv. - ers of life through its  des - erts are stream - ing,
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plain - tive - ly sigh - ing with hearts full of an - guish.
giv - ing mno heed to our bur - den of sor - row?
death’s deep - est shad - ows for - ev - er dis - pel - ling.
bring - ing all peo - ples a Sav - ior re - deem - ing.
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you help us soon? Will you help wus soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is  com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!

Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt.
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - c¢y. Lord, have mer - Cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Loving Lord, when we have strayed, you have called us to come home to you. “Return to me
with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your
clothing.” With all our hearts we return to you, and gratefully accept your gentle love, for the
sake of the one whose spirit lives in us, Jesus Christ, our loving savior. Amen

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Amy Hall

The first candle is lit

C: O Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, Desire of every nation, Savior of all peoples, Come and
dwell among us. (From Christmas Prayers, Victor Hoagland, C.P.)

The second candle is lit

Scripture: Micah 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

Prayer: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, To prepare the paths of your Only-begotten Son: That we
may worthily serve You With hearts purified by His coming. In Christ who lives and reigns with
God the Father In the unity of the Holy Spirit, Ever one God, world without end. Amen



C: O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, only joy of every heart, Come and save your

people. (From Christmas Prayers, Victor Hoagland, C.P.)

Sing: O Come, O Come Emmanuel .7
O come, O King of nations, come,
O cornerstone that binds in one:
Refresh the hearts that long for you;
Restore the broken, make us new.

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

FIRST READING: Joel 2:12,13,28,29
A reading from Joel.

“Yet even now, says the LORD,

return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
“rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.

* Then afterward

I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,

and your young men shall see visions.

“Even on the male and female slaves,

in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11

Anne Vermillion

I thank my God every time I remember you, *constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, *because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. T am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. "It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. *For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with
the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and
more with knowledge and full insight °to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, "having produced the hatrvest of righteousness that

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.



GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-5
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tibetius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. *He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, *as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.

*Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;

%and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S CHAT Pastor JMe Lowden
SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden
CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.

You send messengers into the wotld to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops,
pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives
witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care,
and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have
lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all
who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out
with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill especially Pauline, Shitley,
Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Marcie, Ruby and others we name before you now. Grant
them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are pootly received. Embolden those
who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion
tfor pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered.
Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Other petitions may be offered now.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Rejoice in the Mission Trinity Choir
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION HYMN Creator of the Stars of Night
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo -ple’s ev - er -
2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At  your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 Come in your ho - ly might, we pray, re -deem us for e -
5 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it,
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last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem - er of us all,
splen - dor bright, not as a mon-arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
ter - nal day; de - fend wus while we dwell be - low
Three in  One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry be
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we pray you hear us when we call
of Mar -y, bless - ed moth-er mild.
like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord.
from all as-saults of our dread foe.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A -  men

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, plainsong mode IV
Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG vus. 7,4

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

David Christensen (b.1950)

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude Public Domain; Offertory Biclenberg/Collins, Augsburg Fortress; Postlude © 2018 Wayne Leupold Ed., Inc.



TRENDING @ TRINITY

Today is the last day to order your poinsettias. There are order forms
in the Narthex. Everyone is encouraged to take advantage of this
opportunity to help adorn the sanctuary for the holidays.

Join us Wednesday evening for Holden Evening Prayer service at 7PM. This beautiful, quiet
service of about a half hour will be a spot of peace and calm in what can be a hectic season.

For those who have taken “angels” from the tree: Return the wrapped gift(s) with the angel’s
number clearly marked on a// gifts no later than December 12 (next Sunday).

Next Sunday following worship, Trinity will hold its annual congregational meeting. On
the agenda: approval of proposed changes to the constitution and bylaws, the 2022 budget and
electing new council members. Nominees for three vacant seats are: Mike Pyne, Mistie McPadalin
and Roger Wickboldt. Names may be taken from the floor if you have the nominee’s permission.
You have received copies of the budget, constitution and bylaws, please look these over and come
prepared with any questions you may have. The Zoom link will remain live so those participating
in worship from home are able to participate and vote in the meeting as well.

Sewing for the Savior has quilts available after worship for those who would like to give them as
gifts this holiday season. A donation of $25 or more would be greatly appreciated as the group
needs to purchase supplies. The hope is that the group will begin gathering again in the new year,
so get your sewing fingers in shapel

All women are welcome to celebrate the season with the Trinity’s Lutheran Church Women on
Tuesday, December 14 at 12:30PM. This year, everyone is invited to dutch-treat lunch at I] Canns.
Those who wish to may also donate $5.00 toward the Angel Tree gifts. Please RSVP for the meal
by Dec. 10" to Maxine Rogers, Christine Cornwell or Phyllis Wilson. Donations toward the Angel
Tree should be given directly to Maxine Rogers, treasurer.

The Financial Secretary's records of giving for 2021 will close on December 31, 2021. To be
included on your 2021 giving statement, contributions for the tax year 2021 must be in by Sunday,
December 26. Any offerings received after that date will be posted in records for 2022.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981 Passcode: 321080
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/893084059812pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRgZz
09 Dial +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live




