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PRELUDE My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord  ].S. Bach (1685-1750)

This prelude meine seele erhebt den herren, My Soul Magnifies the Lord, is composed by
J.8. Bach and is based on Martin Luther’s translation of the Magnifcat canticle, a
German variant of the Latin psalm tone in Gregorian chant.

GATHERING SONG 5. 1,7, 5 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Mother God, there is no miracle as grand as birth. As we prepare for the coming of your son,
Jesus, create in us new life. Transform us so that we may reflect the light of your son, and
become beacons of goodness, kindness, compassion, generosity, honesty, patience, and peace,
for the sake of the one whose name brings deliverance and life to all the world, Jesus Christ,
infant king. Amen

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

As the first candle is lit, the congregation says: O Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, Desire of every nation,
Savior of all peoples, Come and dwell among us.

As the second candle is lit, the congregation says: O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, only joy of
every heart, Come and save your people.

As the third candle is lit, the congregation says: O Key of David, Jesus Christ, The gates of heaven
open at your command, Come and show us the way to salvation.

The 4th candle is lit

Scripture: Malachi 3:1-5

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the LORD whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight —
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?



For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

5Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and
do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

Prayer: Pour forth your power, O Lord, and come. Assist us by that mighty power, so that by
your grace and merciful kindness we may swiftly receive the salvation that our sins impede. In
Christ, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

Congregation Response: O Wisdom, holy Word of God, Jesus Christ, All things are in your
hands, Come and show us the way to salvation. (from Christmas Prayers, Victor Hoagland, C.P.)

Sing: v 2 of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (see page 1 of bulletin)

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-45
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazateth, “'to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name
was Mary. “And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lotd is with you." “But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. ""The
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Maty, for you have found favor with God. "' And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. ““He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. “'He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end." “"Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" “The angel said to her,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. **And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be batren. *'For nothing will be impossible with God." *"Then Mary said, "Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.

“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, “where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. "When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit ““and
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. “And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? “'For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. “And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



COMMISSIONING OF 2022 CONGREGATION COUNCIL

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We give
thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and
sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in
our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

Mike Pyne, Mistie McPadalin, Jim Hall, Sue Scheulen, Anne Vermillion, Dan Painter, Roger
Wickboldt and Diann Dailey

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. (7 Corinthians 12:4-7)

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness,
service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider
church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be
glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
Response: 1 will, and I ask God to help me.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ
has given to all who are baptized?

We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful
servants of Christ. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands,
polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth
abundant life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek
justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our
attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen
parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await
test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need especially Pauline, Shirley,
Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Marcie, Ruby and others we name before you now. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this
congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in
poverty. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who,
like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill
all things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Other petitions may be offered now.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Toy to the World  arr. Martha Lynn Thompson Trinity Chimes

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those commmuning from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until Pastor [Me
acknowledges those at home and gives the prompt: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed
Sor you.” Then you may partake of the elements.




SONG DURING COMMUNION The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Basque carol

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
tfed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace. Amen.



HYMN

Joy to the World

0 _#
R : . | = it
J —o- | Y
Lord s come! earth re -
Sav - ior reigns! all their
sor - TOw grow thorns in -
truth  and grace makes the
04 — ! —
##?- o d o d o  —
D] . D] I
A\IV r r | S|
J -
Ty heart pare  him
and floods, hills, and
the ground; comes to make bless - ings
na - tions prove - ries of righ - teous -
n “ |
)T A ] e I
j | - .  m—— |
P : | -
J —
and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
the sound-ing joy, the sound-ing
the curse is found, the curse is
and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
0 4
) A .1 I I
V4% % _ I )]

2

G =

-l

(.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

I
&
-

| 1NN

|
]

~

heav’'n and

- peat the
as the
won - ders

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Forttess. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude Public Domain; Anthem ©1986 Agape, Carol Stream, IL; Postlude ©2016 Leupold Editions, Inc.

2022 Oftering envelopes are in the Parish Hall. If you don't see your name on a set and would like

Joy to the World
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Ann Slowins (b.1932)

to have envelopes, please speak to Michael Lambert or the church office.

The Financial Secretary's records of giving for 2021 will close on December 31, 2021. To be
included on your 2021 giving statement, contributions for the tax year 2021 must be in by Sunday,

December 26. Any offerings received after that date will be posted in records for 2022.



TRENDING @ TRINITY

This morning Trinity installs the 2022 Congregation Council. Last week at the Annual
Congregation meeting, Mike Pyne was elected to serve a second 3-year term, and Mistie
McPadalin and Roger Wickboldt were elected to serve 3-year terms.

Join us Wednesday evening for the last of the Advent Holden Evening Prayer services at 7PM.
This beautiful, quiet service of about a half hour is peace and calm during a hectic season.

What was the Angel Tree is now a Tree of Warmth. The tree will accept all donations of hats,
gloves, scarves, socks. If you have coats for donation, place them in the black bin in the front
stairwell. Donations will be accepted through Jan. 2 at which time they will be given to the Valley
Assistance Network, a comprehensive resource and referral system.

On the night of Dec. 10, a devastating outbreak of more than 30 tornadoes swept through six
states. Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with partners in the affected areas, including the
Indiana-Kentucky Synod, to respond to immediate needs. Given the initial damage assessments,
recovery will likely take years, and Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to accompany
survivors until the response is complete. Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response designated for
“U.S. tornadoes" will be used entirely (100%) to assist those affected by tornadoes until the
response is complete. Together, we can support those who are on the long road to recovery.
Please give today. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gift Processing Center

P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 or call 800-638-3522 8AM-5PM Central Time.

Christmas Eve worship times are 4PM and 11PM. Both services will be live on Facebook. The
Zoom information for each service is as follows:

4PM

Meeting ID: 818 6946 3505 Passcode: 216698 Dial: 1-301-715-8592 (Washington DC)

11PM

Meeting ID: 868 8258 7129 Passcode: 283880 Dial: 1-301-715-8592 (Washington DC)

Sunday, December 26 will be a service of Lessons and Carols.
The church office will be closed December 25-Janaury 3.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981 Passcode: 321080

Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




