
 
PRELUDE    How Lovely Shines the Morning Star   Johan Christoph Bach (1735-1782) 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG vs, 1,3,4,5 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Heavenly Father, with joy and awe we praise you for claiming us as your sons and daughters, and 
for pouring your Holy Spirit upon us.  Help us to prepare this earth for your glory, and shine 
your light on all your faithful children, for the sake of the of the one whose birth and baptism 
brought renewal and transformation to this world, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 



FIRST READING ISAIAH 43:1-7                 Anne Vermillion 
1But now thus says the LORD,  he who created you, O Jacob,  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the LORD your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
 and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
 nations in exchange for your life. 
 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
 and to the south, "Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth — 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made." 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17       
A reading from Acts. 
14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.  
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6; 21-22 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord,  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled,  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight,  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased." 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 
church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of 
Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all people know they 
are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies 
of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land 
from drought and flood. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable 
people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of 
mercy and justice. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 



You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. We feel your protection even in 
illness, despair, anxiety, pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially 
Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Ruby. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to 
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Jesus, the Light of the World trad. Chas. Wesley text          Trinity Choir 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 
glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 

 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION              Brightest and Best of the Stars 

 



Come, Beloved of the Maker 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  vs. 1, 4     O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           How Lovely Shines the Morning Star       Victor Klauss (1805-1881) 
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2022 Chancel flower calendar is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  The entire year is 
there, so you can choose your Sundays for all of 2022. 
 
The Lutheran Church Women will meet in the parlor immediately following worship this 
morning. All women of the congregation are welcome to participate.  
 
Sewing for the Savior will resume on Tuesday of this week at 9:30AM.  Anyone with an interest 
in sewing quilts is invited to attend.  The group meets in Room 204.  
 
2022 Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)  
 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 


