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PRELUDE Anthem Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
tullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire

tforgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG vs. 1,3 Thy Holy Wings
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Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior,  spread gent-ly o - ver me,
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2 Oh, let menes-tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly  through good and ill in thee.
where [ will find sweet com-fort and  peace with -in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing spir-it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strengthand por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - roundme and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be  lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
y
o e
\j/ Lt}
For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy one of mighty power, your word is powerfully dangerous. Your word casts out demons,
heals incurable diseases, devours empires, and transforms the fabric of the universe. Help us to
stand in awe and fear of what your word is capable of doing. Give us courage to speak your

word and the wisdom to hear it, for the sake of the one whose very whisper can demolish sin,
Jesus Christ. Amen

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Marcie Stern
A reading from Genesis.

'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram,
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” "And
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my
heir.” ‘But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but
your very own issue shall be your heir.” "He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” “And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ut of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to possess.” "“But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”’
’"He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” '"He brought him all these and cut them in two,
laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. ''And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

“As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him.

"When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. "On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.’
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17--4:1

A reading from Philippians.

'Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. '"For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them,
and now I tell you even with tears. "Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their
glory is in their shame; their minds ate set on earthly things. “But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we ate expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. “'He will transform the
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that
also enables him to make all things subject to himself. *'Therefore, my brothers and sistets,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, (0] Lord.
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9,31-35

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. "He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way, they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? ‘No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish as they did. ‘Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them — do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? "No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."

“Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. 'So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?' "He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put
manure on it. 'If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down."

LAt that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Herod wants
to kill you." ““He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons
and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. “Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be
killed outside of Jerusalem.' *'Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! ““See, your house is left to you.
And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord."

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden
CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians around the globe
in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition and to protect those whose lives
are imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause further
destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems and amplify the calls of those who advocate for
thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern patience to
receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course when needed for the sake
of the common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console those who have
experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring post-traumatic stress. Shield those
endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving especially Pauline,
Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Yvonne, Ruby, Marcie, Sandra, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Phil, Ivory and
others we name now. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be added now.

Accept the prayers we bring on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless
us and these gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Those commmuning from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor
acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the Lord is good” Then you may partafke.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
SONGS DURING COMMUNION E'ternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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1 E - ter - nal Lord of love, be - hold your church
2 So dai - ly dy - ing to the way of self,
3 If dead in you, SO in you we a - rise,
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walk - ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
SO dai - ly liv - ing in your way of love,
you the first - born of all the faith - ful dead;
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led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we walk the road, Lord Je - sus, that you trod,
and as through ston - vy ground the green shoots break,
0 i . ;
G e 4 2 e |
A\IV | I | e | | I
5 ! ! ! ! |
moved by your love and toward your pres - ence bent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to your death:
glo - rious in spring - time dress of leaf and flow'r,
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we arc dcad and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003

Music: OLD 124TH, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © Thomas H. Cain. Used by permission of estate.



Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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1 A - las! And did my Sav - ior bleed, and did my sov-'reign die?
2 Was it for sins that 1 had done he groaned up - on the tree?
3 Well might the sun in  dark - ness hide and shut its glo - ries in
4 Thus might I hide my blush-ing facc while his dcar cross ap - pcars,
5 But tears of griel can - not re - pay the debt of love 1 owe;
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Would he de - vote that sa - cred head for sin - ners such as I?
A - maz - ing pit - vy, grace un-known, and love be - yond de - gree!
when God, the might - y mak -er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful - ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, I give my-self a - way: ’tis all that 1 can do.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.

Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG
N [Peo—
7 I p— ] I A—— — B ]
T | *35J+ o o
o — — o L =
Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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sight of ev-'ry peo-ple: a light to re-veal you to the na - tions
0 .
[ —— —— I —] T re—
7« —] | | N R A B— i r—
d | | | | | I Ik\ I I rY {
% e s " = & <
and the glo -ry of your peo - ple Is - ra - el
0 .
= I . — 1 T T il |
[ 4% | | | | | | | | ! | il |
) | & P | ! I il |
Ny o T 4 bt > © 1
-
Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Finale Johann Eberlin (1702-1762)

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Forttess. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude and Postlude Public Domain

TRENDING @ TRINITY

Join us Wednesday at 7PM for Week 2 in our In View of God’s Mercy
= ‘ series for Lent, as we look at our lives through the lens of God’s
ﬁ \ love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this service, we
\ recall that no life is without suffering, but our sufferings are not
o G worth comparing to the glory to be revealed to us in Jesus by
- God’s great mercy. All are welcome to come a 6PM for a soup

suppet.
Zoom log in:

https://usOZweb.zoom.us/i/85482060868?pwd:bXdrMGlFMiV1MlIWOVd4MXZkOU01UTO9
Meeting ID: 854 8206 0868 Passcode: 185505

Or use same Facebook log-in information below

—

Everyone is invited to Trinity’s cemetery this Saturday March 19th at 11AM for a special
ceremony to commemorate the Revolutionary War veterans buried in Trinity's cemetery. The
Sons of the American Revolution will be in costume/uniform to dedicate a plaque they have had
installed and honor those Revolutionary War veterans. A large turn out by Trinity members
would be most appropriate.

Next Sunday March 20 “Trinity’s Got Talent” at 11AM. Come enjoy some of the talent Trinity
offers in its members: performers artists, makers, photographers, needleworkers, crafters, the
whole gamut.

Trinity is in the beginning stage of starting a transportation ministry. If you, or someone you
know, needs a ride to any church service, please be in touch with Sue Scheulen at 869-4570.
Every effort will be made to find rides for all who request them, but there is no guarantee. Keep
in mind that a7 /east 48 hours advance notice is needed in order to try and find transportation.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736

Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




