
PRELUDE    Anthem No. 2    Alexandre Guiilmant (1837-1911) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG        Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Rejoicing Father, you celebrate when one of your lost children is found because no one is 
worthless to you. We are humbled and in awe that you would count humans as among your 
most prized possessions. Give us eyes to see the priceless value of every living soul.  Amen. 



FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12                  Jim Hall 
A reading from Joshua. 
9The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so 
that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they 
ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119: 167-176    read responsively 
167I have kept your decrees 
  and I have loved them deeply. 
 168I have kept your commandments and decrees, 
  indeed, all my ways are before you. 
 169Let my cry come before you, O LORD; 
  give me understanding, according to your word. 
 170Let my supplication come before you; 
  deliver me, according to your promise. 
 171My lips shall pour forth your praise, 
  when you teach me your statutes. 
 172My tongue shall sing of your promise, 
  for all your commandments are righteous. 
 173Let your hand be ready to help me, 
  for I have chosen your commandments. 
 174I long for your salvation, O LORD, 
  and your teaching is my delight. 
 175Let me live, and I will praise you, 
  and let your judgments help me. 
 176I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; 
  search for your servant, for I do not forget your commandments. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is 
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So 
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-32 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
8Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
11Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, 
'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property 
between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields 
to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; 
and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and 
go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands." ' 20So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, 
'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.' 22But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and 
let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!' And they began to celebrate. 
25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, 
'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back 



safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to 
plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like 
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a 
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the 
father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to 
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost 
and has been found.'" 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, 
chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry 
leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of their ministry. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by droughts 
and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our nourishment and 
delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court 
administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and community 
leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 

For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience hunger; for 
any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or near death, and for 
all in need of healing especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Yvonne, Ruby, Marcie, 
Sandra, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Phil, Ivory and others we name now. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 



For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak difficult 
truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who promote mercy 
over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the Lord is good” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



               Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 
 

As the Sun with Longer Journey 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Toccata      Gottlieb Muffat (1690-1770) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude and Postlude Public Domain 

 
 
 
 
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Today is the day! After worship, come enjoy some of the talent Trinity 
offers in its members: performers artists, makers, photographers, 
needleworkers, crafters, the whole gamut. Special thanks to Carter Boucher 
for organizing this event and to all participants.  
 
Right now, every gift to Lutheran Disaster Response’s Eastern Europe Crisis 
Response will be matched dollar for dollar, up to $50,000, to support people 
impacted by the war in Ukraine. LDR is already at work in Eastern Europe, but a 
wider response is needed. This is your opportunity to double your donation.  Forms 
are on the table in the Narthex. 
 

 

Join us Wednesday at 7PM for Week 3 in our In View of 
God’s Mercy series for Lent, as we look at our lives 
through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice 
of his Son, Jesus. In this service, we ponder the truth 
that though we may turn away from our God again and 
again, our Lord continues to call us back into his 
merciful arms for Jesus’ sake. All are welcome to come 

a 6PM for a soup supper. 
Zoom log in:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85482060868?pwd=bXdrMGlFMjV1MlIwQVd4MXZkOU01UT09 
Meeting ID: 854 8206 0868  Passcode: 185505 
Or use same Facebook log-in information on previous page 


