
PRELUDE   Prelude         César Franck (1822-1890) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG vs. 1, 3,4       Lord of All Hopefulness 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Divine Word, you senet Moses to speak law to the people and bring order to chaos. You sent 
prophets to speak repentance and bring hope to the hopeless. You sent your son, Jesus, to 
become your live Word.  Open our hers to hear your word, and our hearts to reflect the light of 
your truth to others, for the sake of the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a,4-7       Jessica Patterson 
A reading from Amos. 
1Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
 and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 the notables of the first of the nations, 
 to whom the house of Israel resorts! 
 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
 and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
 and calves from the stall; 
 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
 and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 6who drink wine from bowls, 
 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
 and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146  read responsively 
 1Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish. 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous. 
 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 



 10The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
A reading from 1 Timothy. 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will 
be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which 
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment 
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring 
about at the right time — he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of the life that really is life. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to 
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony 



in these flames.' 25But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those 
who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' 
27He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house — 28for I have five brothers 
— that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' 29Abraham 
replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' 30He said, 'No, father 
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31He said to him, 'If they 
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead.'" 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 

Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound welcome. Lead your 
church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration. Send us to 
transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Equip farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and 
abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that experience 
conflict especially Ukraine. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peacemakers trained in 
the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration among political rivals. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family members. 
Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those who are sick or grieving 
especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Yvonne, Ruby, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, and others we 



name now. Console us with the promise that everything can become new. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bring an end to hunger in our 
community and around the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM            Children of the Heavenly Father   arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION     My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 



Day by Day 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 



SENDING SONG  

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Toccata    Gottlieb Muffat (1690-1770) 
 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude and Postlude Public Domain; Anthem ©1998 Agape 

 

 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
Join us Wednesday at 7PM for Week 4 in our In View of God’s Mercy series for Lent, as we look at 
our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this service, 
we come to understand that within the communities God has placed us, we are given the grace to 
treat one another as Christ has cared for us in his love and mercy.  All are welcome to come a 
6PM for a soup supper.  Zoom log in:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85482060868?pwd=bXdrMGlFMjV1MlIwQVd4MXZkOU01UT0
9 
Meeting ID: 854 8206 0868  Passcode: 185505 
Or use same Facebook log-in information above 
 
 
 
 



April calendar 
 

5- 6:30 PM Congregation Council 
6-5:45PM Choir 
   6:00PM Soup supper 
   7:00PM Lenten worship 
9-Easter Food basket distribution 
10-9:30AM Palm Sunday worship with procession of palms 
11- 6:30PM Digital Ministry Team meeting 
14- 6:00PM Choir 
      7:00PM Maundy Thursday worship 
15-7:00PM Good Friday worship 
17- 9:30AM Easter Sunday worship indoors 
     11:00AM Easter Sunday worship outdoors (weather permitting, indoors if not) 
18-Church office closed 
21-6:00PM Choir 
28-6:00PM Choir 
 

Birthdays 
5- Jacob Carroll 

6-Anne Vermillion 
14-Helen Pyne 

26-Juanita Fertig 
29-Emily Patterson 

 
 

Easter Flower Order Form 
The Altar Guild will be ordering lilies, tulips, and hyacinths for Easter. All plants will be available 
for you to carry home following Easter services. Price is $8.00 per plant and orders must be in 
to the church office no later than 10AM on March 31st. To make a purchase, complete this 
form, attach to payment and place in offering box or mail it to the church office.  

 
Please Print Clearly 

 
Flowers Given By:    _________________________________________________________                                     
 
In Honor Of:     ___________________________________________________________                   
 
 
In Memory Of: _____________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 
# of each type of purchases                Lily                        Tulip     ________ Hyacinth  
        
Total no. of plants purchased _____           Amount Paid     $________ ($8.00/plant) 
 


