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PRELUDE Jesus, 1 will Ponder Now Paul Manz (1919-2009)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve

you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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I Je - sus, I will pon-der now on your ho - ly pas - sion;
2 Make me see  your great dis - tress, an - guish,and  af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a - lone make me see your pas - sion,
4 Let me view your pain and loss with re - pen - tant griev - ing,
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let  your Spir - it now en - dow me for med - i - ta - tion.
bonds and blows and wretch-ed - ness and your cru - ci- fix - ion;
but its cause to me make known and its ter - mi-na - tion.
nor  pre-pare a - gain your cross by un - ho - ly liv - ing.
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Grant that [ in love and faith may the im - age cher - ish
make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, did wound you,
For I al - so and my sin wrought your deep af - flic - tion;
May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Sav - ior,
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of your suf - f’ring, pain, and death, that I may not per - ish.

how you died

for
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the shame-ful
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of your cru - ci - fix -

sing your praise for - ev

those, O God, who with thorns had crowned you.
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: JESU KREUZ, LEIDEN UND PEIN, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord of the lost, we are quick to judge and slow to accept those whom we consider lower than
ourselves. But you show us the way of acceptance, forgiveness, and peace. We honor your name
for teaching us to love, for the sake of the one who is love itself, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

FIRST READING: Isaiah 1:10-18 Ray Stuehmeier
A reading from Isaiah.

""Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom!

Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!
""What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.
“When you come to appear before me,

who asked this from your hand?

Trample my courts no more;

“bringing offerings is futile;

incense is an abomination to me.

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation —

I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.

“Your new moons and your appointed festivals

my soul hates;

they have become a burden to me,

I am weary of bearing them.

“When you stretch out your hands,

I will hide my eyes from you;

even though you make many prayers,

I will not listen;

your hands are full of blood.

'“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;

remove the evil of your doings

from before my eyes;

cease to do evil,

"learn to do good;

seek justice,

rescue the oppressed,

defend the orphan,

plead for the widow.

""Come now, let us argue it out,

says the LORD:

though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be like snow;

though they are red like crimson,

they shall become like wool.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 32:1-7 read responsively
'Happy ate they whose transgressions ate forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
’Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
“While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
‘For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
"Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." Then you forgave me the guilt of my
sin.
“Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11,12

A reading from 2 Thessalonians.

"Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

"We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith
is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing. “Therefore
we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all
your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.

""To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and
will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, '“so that the name of our Lord
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.



GOSPEL: Luke 18:31-43, 19:1-10

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

""Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. *“For he
will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. *"After
they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again." *‘But they
understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they
did not grasp what was said.

»As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. ““When he heatrd a
crowd going by, he asked what was happening. *"They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by." Then he shouted, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" “Those who were in front
sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on
me!" "“Jesus stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he
asked him, ""What do you want me to do for your He said, "Lotd, let me see again." “’Jesus said
to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has saved you." “Immediately he regained his sight and
tollowed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.

'He entered Jericho and was passing through it. “A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a
chief tax collector and was rich. "He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. ‘So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. "When Jesus came to the place, he looked
up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today." “So
he hurtied down and was happy to welcome him. 'All who saw it began to grumble and said,
"He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." “Zacchaeus stood there and said to the
Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." "Then Jesus said to him, "Today
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. '"For the Son of Man
came to seek out and to save the lost."

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and bring
forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of
change. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate
scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with money.
Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte,
Louise, Yvonne, Ruby, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Nickie, Ashby and others we name now.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the
human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the
scourge of racism. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Stand by Me arr J. Jefferson Cleveland Trinity Choir

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless

us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those communing from honmse, have your package ready to open,

but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the
Lord is good” Then you may partafe.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.




SONGS DURING COMMUNION

Lamb of God: Your Only Son
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1 Your on - ly Son, no sin to hide, but you
2 Your gift of love we cru - ci - fied. We laughed and
3 1 was so lost, 1 should have died, but you have
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God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the ho - ly Lamb of God. Oh, wash me
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Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be - neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
2 Up - on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
3 1 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a - bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a might-y  rock with - in a wea - ry land,
the wver -y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
1 ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won -ders 1 con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. . . won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness
my . . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 18301869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and +# give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE En Grand Jeu Jean-Francios Dandrieu (1682-1738)

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude ©1975 Concordia Pub. House; Offertory ©1981 Abingdon Press; Postlude Public Domain

Sunday Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736
Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




TRENDING @ TRINITY

Join us Wednesday at 7PM for Week 5 in our In Vzew of God’s Merey series tor Lent, as we look at
our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this service,
we recognize that we are called to serve in mercy the needs of those around us by Christ’s

example. All are welcome to come a 6PM for a soup supper. Zoom log in:
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/85482060868?pwd =bXdrMGIFMjVIMIIwQVd4MXZkOU01UT09
Meeting ID: 854 8206 0868 Passcode: 185505

Or use same Facebook log-in information above

Trinity's Community Outreach is preparing to distribute food baskets at Easter. Donations of
cake mixes and icing and candy are needed as well as monetary donations toward the purchase
of hams. Other area churches are collecting different items for the baskets.

Holy Week at Trinity
10-9:30AM Palm Sunday worship with procession of palms
11- 6:30PM Digital Ministry Team meeting
14- 6:00PM Choir
7:00PM Maundy Thursday worship
15-7:00PM Good Friday worship
17- 9:30AM Easter Sunday worship indoors
11:00AM Easter Sunday worship outdoors (weather permitting, indoors if not)
The Altar Guild will be ordering lilies, tulips, and hyacinths for Easter. All plants will be available
for you to carry home following Easter services. Price is $8.00 per plant and orders must be in
to the church office no later than 10AM on March 31*. To make a purchase, complete this
form, attach to payment and place in offering box or mail it to the church office.

Please Print Clearly

Flowers Given By:

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

# of each type of purchases Lily Tulip Hyacinth

Total no. of plants purchased Amount Paid § ($8.00/plant)



