
PRELUDE  Chaconne  Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
GATHERING SONG  vs. 1,4,5     Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy giver and receiver of life, your martyr, Stephen, shined with the light of your Holy Spirit.  
When his opponents took his life, he offered up his spirit to you., and prayed for mercy on 
theirs.  Make Stephens an example of faith and courage for all your followers, for the sake of the 
one who brought light and life to this world, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



READING: Acts 6:1-7:2a,44-60            Marcie Stern 
A reading from Acts. 
1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution of food. 2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and 
said, "It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to serving the word." 5What they said pleased the whole community, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 
10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they 
secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God." 12They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they 
suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false 
witnesses who said, "This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14for 
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the 
customs that Moses handed on to us." 15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, 
and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.  
1Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?" 2And Stephen replied: 
"Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when 
he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,  
44Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to 
Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45Our ancestors in turn 
brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 
ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46who found favor with God and asked that 
he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47But it was Solomon who built a house 
for him. 48Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human hands as the prophet 
says, 
 49'Heaven is my throne, 
 and the earth is my footstool. 
 What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 
 or what is the place of my rest? 
 50Did not my hand make all these things?' 
51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy 
Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not 
persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 
become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by 
angels, and yet you have not kept it." 



54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But 
filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-34a,46 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they 
do not know what they are doing."  46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. 
 

Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces and human 
negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and water and feeds humans and 
other living creatures. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when they struggle to 
produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Restore all people who cry to you for help especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Yvonne, 
Ruby, Marcie, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Matt, and others we name now. Turn their mourning 
into dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips. God, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bring peace to nations suffering from war and violence, especially Ukraine. Protect its citizens 
and guard over those who seek to defend them. Strengthen and sustain all who support 
vulnerable people around the world. Empower government agencies and international 
organizations that provide for refugees and migrants forced to leave their homelands. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and bestowing upon 
him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us and through us in our worship. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  Offering plates are not being passed at this time. Boxes for monetary donations are located at the 
entrance to the worship space and on the refreshment table in the parish hall. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 



DIALOGUE 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION     At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG vs. 1,2,4         Soli Deo Gloria 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE             Gloria In Excelsis  Charles Gounod (1818-1893) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude and Postlude Public Domain 

 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Council meets this Tuesday evening at 6:30. 
 
Brenda will be out of the office this Thursday. 
 
 

 
 
The Lutheran Church Women will be having a 
yard sale on Saturday, May 21, 9AM-2PM. Time 
to start cleaning out your closets, basements, 
attics and garages.  They will be accepting gently 
used, CLEAN household items and clothing.  

Only small, lightweight furniture pieces.  Nothing heavy, no books or electronics.  Please only bring 
items during designated times (there is a wedding at Trinity the weekend prior): Monday May 16- 
Thursday May 19, 9AM to Noon.  Evening and Friday hours will be announced soon. If you have 
questions about items you wish to donate, or you are willing to help with set up, sales or clean up, 
please contact Anne Vermillion (869-1832) or Hilda Painter (465-9698). 
 
Lutheran Church Women will meet at noon on Tuesday, May 10th in the parish hall.  Please plan 
to attend to finalize details for the yard sale. 
 


