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Seven Words From the Cross:
Prophecy and Passion




PRELUDE Were You There?
INTRODUCTION

Prophecy - Isaiah 53:3

Ann Slowins (b. 1933)

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Passion - Luke 23:23-26

> But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their
voices prevailed. ** So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. * He
released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and
murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. *° As they led him away, they seized a man,
Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made

him carry it behind Jesus.

OPENING PRAYER
P Let us pray together:

C Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might
have life. May we and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the
world to come, where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and

forever. Amen.

HYMN
Ah, Holy Jesus
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1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of- fend - ed that we to
2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4  For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since 1 can- not pay thee, I do a-
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judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de - rid - ed,
trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee. ’Twas I, Lord Je - sus,
sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone- ment,
sor - row, and thy life’s ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
dore thee, and will ev - er pray thee; think on thy pit - vy
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by thine own re - ject - ed, O most af - flict - ed.
I it was de - nied thee; I cru - ci - fied thee.
while we noth - ing heed - ed, God in - ter - ced - ed.
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.
and thy love wun - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - ing.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.
Music: HERZLIEBSTER JESU, Johann Criiger, 1598—-1662



FIRST WORD “FATHER FORGIVE THEM.” Marcie Stern

Prophecy — Psalm 22:12-18

12 Many bulls encitrcle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; " they open wide their mouths
at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. " I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; '> my mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. ' For dogs are all around me;
a company of evildoers encircles me. My hands and feet have shriveled; ' I can count all my
bones. They stare and gloat over me; '® they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my
clothing they cast lots.

Passion - Luke 23:32-34

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. ** When they
came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left. ** Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing.

Prayer:

Forgiving Christ, when the world condemns us, when wrong is done to us, when we carry the
weight of things that are too much to forgive, come along side us in the darkness, and give us
the grace to be forgiven and forgiving. Amen

SECOND WORD “TODAY YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE”

Anne Vermillion
Prophecy - Isaiah 53:12
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Passion - Luke 23:39-43

One of the criminals who hung there hutled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself
and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom." Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."

Prayer:

Reconciling Christ, we are weighed down by sin and separation, a world that is not at peace,
people who are not whole. You reached out to the thief, and you welcomed him to God’s side.
Come alongside us in the darkness and bring grace and peace to everything that is broken. Amen

THIRD WORD “WOMAN BEHOLD YOUR SON.” Darla Wolf

Prophecy - Isaiah 53:10-11

Yet it was the Lord 's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his
life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will
prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by
his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.



Passion - John 19:23-27

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for
each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece
from top to bottom. "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get
it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments
among them and cast lots for my clothing." So this is what the soldiers did.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby,
he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your
mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Prayer:

Loving Jesus, we carry the weight of the people we love, concern for their sorrows and
suffering. Our care for them is deep, and sometimes there is not much we can do. Come
alongside us in the darkness and cradle the ones we love in your strong hands. Amen

FOURTH WORD “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” Diann Dailey

Prophecy - Isaiah 53:6
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

Passion - Matthew 27

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing there heard this, they said,
"He's calling Elijah." Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine
vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Now leave him alone.
Let's see if Elijah comes to save him."

He was pierced for our ‘
transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment

that brought us peace was upon

him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have

gone astray, each of us has turned

to his own way; and the Lord has

laid on him the iniquity of us all.
- Isaiah 53:5-6 -




Hymn

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be - neath the cross of Je - sus I long to take my stand;
2 Up - on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can seec
3 1 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a - bid - ing place;
T 1 I T T
1] I | I T 1N I T | I
— Ty I —] I
1 |4 I | I I =
the shad-ow of a might-y rock with - in a wea - ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf- fered there for me.
I ask no oth - er sun -shine than the sun - shine of his face;
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a home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won -ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. . . won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor - thi - ness.
my. . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830—1869

Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
Prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ, you know what it is to feel that God is far away. You know what it is to call
out for God’s presence. Come alongside us in the darkness and help us call out for God. Amen

ANTHEM We Praise Your Cross, O Christ!  Rossi/Dufner Trinity Choir

FIFTH WORD “I THIRST.” Hilda Painter

Prophecy - 1saiah 53:7
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

Passion - John 19:28-29

Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus
said, "I am thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the
sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.

Prayer:
Suffering Savior, in all our thirst, in all our sickness, in all our longing, in all our pain, you are
there. Come alongside us in the darkness and walk with us through all our suffering. Amen

SIXTH WORD “IT IS FINISHED.” Christine Cornwell

Prophecy - Isaiah 53:4-5
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed



for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we
are healed.

Passion - John 19:30-37

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit. Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special
Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other.
But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and
water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells
the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the
scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," and, as another scripture
says, "They will look on the one they have pierced."

Hymn “Where You There?” Stanza 1

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (2X)
Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, Servant & King of all: you chose the path that led to pain before joy and the cross
before glory. Come alongside us in the darkness and plant your cross in our hearts, so that in its
power and love we come to the final joy and glory with you in your kingdom. AMEN

SEVENTH WORD “FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT”

Prophecy - Isaiah 53:8-9

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he
was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He
was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

Passion - Luke 23:44-49

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour,
for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with
a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed
his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a
righteous man." When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place,
they beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew him, including the women who
had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.



Hymn "Were You There?" Stanza 2

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (2X)
Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Prayer:
Dearest Jesus, even in death, you are there. When we mourn, when we are afraid, when we come
to our own end, you have been there, too. Come alongside us in the darkness, and carry us

through death to life. Amen

Hymn “Were You There?” Stanzas 3 & 4
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? (2X)
Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (2X)
Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

We go now in peace and hope in the resurrection promise. Thanks be to God!

Depart in silence
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