
GATHERING SONGS        Summer Celebration booklet # 29 and # 77 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God,   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN vs 1,2,3    The Lord's My Shepherd                ELW 778 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord Jesus Christ, shepherd of your Church, you give us new birth in the waters of baptism; you 
anoint us with oil and call us to salvation at your table. Dispel the terrors of death and the 
darkness of error.  Lead you people along safe paths, that they may rest securely in your and 
dwell in the house of the Lord now and forever, for your name’s sake.  Amen 
 
READING: Psalm 23                     Susan Scheulen 
A reading from Psalm. 
 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths 
 for his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff —  
 they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 10:1-4 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden  
 
CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 
 

Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with evangelists who 
reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and your promises of a home in you. God 
of grace, hear our prayer. 



You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have been harmed. 
Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food production that do not destroy 
the earth. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth observance, 
guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms, especially white supremacy. 
Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your beloved children. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless, naked, hungry, 
and sick especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Marcie, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, 
Matt, Sandra, Jim, Bernie and others we name now. Bring peace to any experiencing mental 
illness, that they can clearly recognize your loving presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s Day. Nurture 
mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this day brings sadness 
or longing. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now 
 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY            What a Friend We Have in Jesus           Robert A. Hobby 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  …  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake.  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION         Calm to the Waves         ELW 794 

 
 

     Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (BRADBURY)                ELW 789 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG vs. 4, 5  The Lord's My Shepherd                ELW 778 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Voluntary       William Goodwiin (?-1784) 
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Today Trinity begins the Summer of Praise.  Prior to the start of worship each week there will be a short 
sing-a-long of favorite songs and hymns from the Summer Praise booklet.  This morning you are invited to 
browse the booklet. Small pieces of paper are provided for you to jot down one or two hymns/songs you'll like 
the congregation to sing over the summer. Place your suggestions in the offering plate this morning.  
 
At the June Congregation Council meeting, Pastor JMe gave a short presentation on the Shenandoah 
Fellowship Foundation/Winchester House, of which Trinity has been a member since its inception in 1974.  The 
Council signed the Acceptance of Congregation Responsibilities as a Member pledging Trinity's support for another year.  
The Foundation is chartered to provide safe, affordable housing for low-income seniors in the community.  
Pastor JMe is on the Board of Trustees. President of the Foundation is David Ray, and he has provided 
congregations with a one-page summary of the need for the Fellowship, why it was organized and what they are 
looking toward in the future. Copies are in the Narthex; it is well worth your time to familiarize yourself with this 
group by reading this short synopsis. 
 
Summer “Lows”  Often, the Sunday after a major holiday is called a “low Sunday”.  These are characterized by 
lower attendance and smaller offering amounts.  Summer typically brings a string of these low Sundays due to 
vacations and other weekend activities unavailable in the colder months.  Usually, churches are able to absorb 
the summer loss in income because of the regular giving during the rest of the year. Then in 2019 COVID-19 
struck, and everything changed. 
During the height of the pandemic, ministries were suspended or reduced.  We were blessed to receive assistance 
from various government funds during 2021.  Financial issues, although worrisome, were not a great concern 
because fewer ministries meant fewer expenses.  During the past two years, many of our members stepped up 
and continued their giving, even when they couldn’t attend worship.  Thank you for your support!  
This year things are different.  After two years of travel restrictions, vacations and visits to family and friends are 
now possible.  Our in-person worship attendance continues to be lower as there are still those who are joining us 
online.  These signs of the “new normal” are impacting the financial health of Trinity.   
During the June meeting of the Congregation Council, it was reported that $21,000 has been withdrawn from 
our Endowment funds this year to cover expenses.  These expenses were primarily for maintaining our church 
facilities and paying the increased utility bills.  Congregation Treasurer, Mark Green, has predicted that, if this 
trend continues, the congregation finances will reach a $60,000 deficit by the end of 2022.   
We are blessed to be a congregation with a healthy endowment, but we can’t rely on these monies indefinitely to 
pay our bills.  We all need to consider providing a few dollars more each month in our offerings to support our 
congregational ministries.  Your giving will allow the renewal of ministries suspended due to the pandemic such 
as the Community Meal, Sunday Faith Formation for our children and youth, and community outreach for 
service and congregational growth.  In addition, we will be able to develop new ministries in Jesus’ name. Please 
pray about how you will respond for the present and future of Trinity.  Let’s change our summer “lows” to 
“highs”! 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 


