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STeEPHENS CiTY, VA

810 FAIRFAX STREET

GATHERING SONGS ELW #279, ELW #282

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE »s5 7,2 Once in Royal David's City  ELW 269
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Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,

He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,

And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of unity and love, place within each of us a spirit of hope and
community. Have mercy on us when we speak without love or act without
humility. Cleanse us with the living water of your grace. Create in us willing
hearts to live in patience and gentleness. Raise us up to be your children,
growing toward maturity in faith and love. Strengthen this church, that we
may be a model of ministry and unity for all the world to see. In Christ’s
name we pray. Amen

READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 Diann Dailey

A reading from Ephesians.

'T therefore, the prisoner in the Lotd, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, “with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, ‘making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. "There is one body and one
Spitit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, “one Lotd,
one faith, one baptism, "one God and Father of all, who is above all and

through all and in all.



‘But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift. “Therefore it is said,
"When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people."
’(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower
patts of the earth? ""He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens,
so that he might fill all things.) '"The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, '’to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, "until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. '"We
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by
people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. "But speaking the truth in love, we
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, '*from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working
propetly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION s 3 and refrain - Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n -ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol



GOSPEL: John 15:1-4

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'Tam the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes every branch in me that beats
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. "You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Life in Christ: Gifts, V'ines, and Christmas Trees? Pastor JMe Lowden
HYMN OF THE DAY Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
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1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions,you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.

n | Refrain

Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the natural world. Make rivers and lakes,
oceans and all waterways, sparkle with your radiance. Protect water and strengthen those who
defend them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world. Inspire all rulers
and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work of legislators and public officials,
that they advocate for the well-being of those they serve. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have hunger, give daily bread.
To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the cries of those who suffer
especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Marcie, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Bernie and
others we name now. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the ministries in this place. Call
us together in times of praise and blessing, trouble and sorrow, in your holy name. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING AND ANTHEM From Heaven Above Martin Luther (1483-15406)
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives. "The
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us. Yon may
provide your offering in person or send it by mail. We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and
community, doing God’s work with our hands.



OFFERING PRESENTATION s 3 In the Bleak Midwinter ELW 294
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . . . earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can | give him, poor. . .. as I am?
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earth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNow, SNOW on SNow,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - fter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al - might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874—-1934

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With

the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,



and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A men, a men, a men.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those conmuning from home, have your package ready to open,
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Lake and eat. The body

and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




SONGS DURING COMMUNION What Child Is This ELW 296
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?

2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal-va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW 276
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -1y, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people,
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & FAREWELL AND GODSPEED

BLESSING
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height

and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.

SENDING SONG Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
e ! e s s
with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Hark! The Herald Angels Sing arr. David Hegarty
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TRENDING @ TRINITY

Merry Christmas in July! Everyone is encouraged to enjoy the wonderful Christmas cookies and
treats on offer at coffee time following worship this morning.

This morning we bid farewell to Carter Boucher and Diana James as they move on to new
adventures. Their stay at Trinity was brief, but both became part of the family, and they will be
dearly missed.

Marcie Stern would like to thank those in the congregation that sent cards while she was
recovering from spine surgery. She appreciated them very much.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736

Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live



