
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING SONGS  ELW 817 vs. 1, 4; ELW 728 vs. 1,2,3 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Then I saw in the right hand of the one 
seated on the throne a scroll written on 
the inside and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals;… Then I saw the Lamb open 
one of the seven seals,…      Rev. 5:1, 6:1 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you show the light of your truth to those in darkness and lead them into the way 
of righteousness.  Give strength to all who are joined in the family of the Church, so that they 
will resolutely reject what erodes their faith and firmly follow what faith requires; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever.   Amen 
 
FIRST READING: Revelation 6:1-8, 7:9-17              Darla Wolf 
Today’s appointed reading from Revelation skips the description of opening the final two seals of the scroll and 
ends with a vision of hope for the end times that returns to the heavenly throne room of chapters 4 & 5. The 
reading continues with Chapter 7 verse 9. 
A reading from Revelation. 
Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 
call out, as with a voice of thunder, "Come!"  2 I looked, and there was a white horse! Its rider 
had a bow; a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering and to conquer.  3 When he 
opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature call out, "Come!"  4 And out came1 
another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people 
would slaughter one another; and he was given a great sword.  5 When he opened the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature call out, "Come!" I looked, and there was a black horse! Its rider 
held a pair of scales in his hand,  6 and I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a day's pay, and three quarts of barley for a day's 
pay, but do not damage the olive oil and the wine!"  7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature call out, "Come!"  8 I looked and there was a pale green 



horse! Its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed with him; they were given authority over 
a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, famine, and pestilence, and by the wild animals of the 
earth. 
 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.  10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  11 And all the 
angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,  12 singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen."  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?"  14 I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to 
me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  16 They will hunger no more, 
and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the 
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-4 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I 
am going."  
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     Salvation Belongs to Our God         Pastor JMe Lowden 



HYMN OF THE DAY vs. 1,2   The Church's One Foundation    ELW  654 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
 

You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us continually in our baptismal 
covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in service to the 
whole people of God. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the habitats of fish and birds. Repair ecosystems 
damaged by misuse, neglect, or natural disaster, that all creation may thrive. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the rulers and leaders of nations with your 
compassion and mercy. Raise up activists and community organizers to restore places affected 
by violence, poverty, and inequality. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are afflicted. Heal those who 
are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all who cry out under the weight of 
mental, emotional, or physical distress especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Kim, 
Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Bernie, Nikki and others we name now. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and spirits in this worshiping 
assembly. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY St. Anthony Chorale Trinity Chimes     Haydn, setting Martha Thompson 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will 
provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide your offering in person or send 
it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION         By Your Hand You Feed Your People  ELW 469 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Around You, O Lord Jesus          ELW 468 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  vs. 3,4 (see page 4 of the bulletin)  The Church’s One Foundation      ELW 654 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Recessional       William Stickles 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Intro to Aurelia: Martin Dicke©2001 Augsburg Fortress; Offertory: ©1998 Agape Music; Postlude ©1957 Ethel Smith Music Corp 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday September 11 is God’s Work Our Hands Sunday. Our worship will be abbreviated. 
Following the service there will be a variety of service projects available for you to participate in, 
indoor and outdoor, easy and not-so-easy.  
 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 17, 4-7PM for the congregational potluck 
picnic at Sherando Park. This will be like a kickoff to the fall season of programming at Trinity. 
 
Pastor JMe will be beginning an Adult Faith Formation class on Sunday September 18 which 
will run through October 23.  It will be based on the book “Stranger Things: How (NOT) to 
Read the Bible: Making Sense of the Anti-Women, Anti-Science, Pro-Violence, Pro-Slavery and 
Other Crazy Sounding Parts of Scripture” by Dan Kimball. It will include video presentations by 
the author as well as class discussion.  The participant book will be $10.  If you are interested in 
participating in this class, please contact Pastor JMe via email pastor@trinitychurchvirginia.org 
or call the church office at 540-869-4019.  There will be another class which will begin in 
November entitled “The Life You’ve Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary 
People”. 
 
Additionally, Faith Formation for children (K-6) will be offered on the third Sunday of each 
month during worship beginning in September. Lead teacher will be Marcie Stern. Please let 
Pastor or Marcie know if you would like your child/grandchild/friend to participate. 
 
Community Meal starting back up! On September 28, Trinity will once again host a 
community meal.  For those unfamiliar with this, it is a meal free and open to the public at 
5:30PM on the 4th Wednesday of each month (exception during the Thanksgiving/Christmas 
holiday season). 
    This meal takes lots of volunteers and preparation.  Whether you volunteered in the past and 
wish to continue to do so, or you are interested in volunteering going forward, the contact 
person is Vickie Hollis (540-869-4373).  
     Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meals, serve the meals, clean up following the 
meals as well as provide portions of the meal.  Each month the menu will be posted in this 
weekly newsletter and the Sunday bulletin with details of what donations are needed. There may 
be a sign-up list and you can always contact Vickie. 
     
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 


