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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;

Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow cold in your
service, and that we may not fail or deny you in the hour of trial. Amen

FIRST READING: Revelation 13:1-18 Marcie Stern
A reading from Revelation.

'And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; and on its horns were
ten diadems, and on its heads wete blasphemous names. “And the beast that I saw was like a
leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And the dragon gave it
his power and his throne and great authority. “One of its heads seemed to have received a death-
blow, but its mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed the beast.
“They worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the
beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?"

"The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to
exercise authority for forty-two months. “It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God,
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. "Also it was allowed
to make war on the saints and to conquer them. It was given authority over every tribe and
people and language and nation, “and all the inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone
whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the
Lamb that was slaughtered.

’Let anyone who has an ear listen:



""If you are to be taken captive,

into captivity you go;

if you kill with the sword,

with the sword you must be killed.
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

""Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke
like a dragon. "It exercises all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth
and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound had been healed. "It performs
great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of all; "“and by the
signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the beast, it deceives the inhabitants of earth,
telling them to make an image for the beast that had been wounded by the sword and yet lived;
"and it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so that the image of the beast could
even speak and cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. '“Also it
causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the
right hand or the forehead, ' 'so that no one can buy or sell who does not have the mark, that is,
the name of the beast or the number of its name. '“This calls for wisdom: let anyone with
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its number is
six hundred sixty-six.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 12:30-32

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

"Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 'Now is the judgment of
this world; now the ruler of this wotld will be driven out. “And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself."

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Mark of the Beast Pastor JMe Lowden



HYMN OF THE DAY vs. 1,23 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623

0 | .
y D I |\ I | " |
VAV | 13 | | - 13 - |l P
L - | | | - | | |
. b (7] | [ b O [ | [ [ |
[ 1 1

T T I

1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand [ bring; sim-ply to thy cross I  cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er  flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, scc thce on  thy judg-ment thronc,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a- tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or 1 die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784—-1872

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve and
teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the beauty
of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations and peoples of the wortld, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who pursue
justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are
persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in isolation
or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving
especially Brandon, Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Bernie,
Nikki and others we name now. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry
directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to the table. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me arr. Al Roberts

Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives. The offering today will
provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us. Y ou may provide your offering in person or send
it by mail. We thank_you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and commmunity, doing God’s work with our hands.

OFFERING PRESENTATION
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heav’'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those communing from honse, have your package ready to open,
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Lake and eat. The body

and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG
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1 O Lamb of God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



SONG DURING COMMUNION Thee We Adore, O Savior ELW 476
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1 Thee we a - dore, (0] Sav - jor, God most true,
2 0O true re - mem - brance of Christ cru - ¢ - fied,
3 Foun - tain of good - ness, Je - sus, Lord and God,
4 Je - sus, by faith we see thee here be - low;
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thy glo - 1y clothed in bread and wine a - new;
the bread of life to us for whom he died;
cleanse us, (0] Christ, with  thy most cleans-ing blood:
send us, we pray thee, what we thirst for S0:
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our hearts to thee in true de - vo - tion bow,
lend us this life then; feed and feast our mind,
In - crease our faith and love, that we may know
some - day to gaze up - on thy face in light,
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in hum-ble awe, we hail thy pres-ence now.
be thou the sweet-ness we were meant to find.
the hope and peace which from thy pres-ence flow.
blest ev - er - more with thy full glo-ry’s sightt A - men.

Text: Thomas Aquinas, 1227-1274; tr. Gerard Manley Hopkins, 18441889, and James R. Woodford, 1820-1885, alt.
Music: ADORE TE DEVOTE, plainsong mode V; Processionale, Paris, 1697

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618
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1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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feed me now and ev - er - more,
shield me with your might-y arm,
1 will raise for - ev - er - more,

feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm.
1 will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; w. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Improvisation

Joseph Callaerts (1830-1901)

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Offertory ©2004 Augsburg Fortress; Postlude Public Domain

September

Calendar
6- 6:30PM Council
11-God’s Work Our Hands Sunday

Community service projects immediately following worship

13-9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Room 204

Noon- Lutheran Church Women, parish hall
17- 4-7PM Congregational Potluck Picnic, games, fellowship, food
18-Sunday School begins for K-6 during worship; for adults at 2PM

27-9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Room 204

28-5:30PM Community Meal, contact person Vickie Hollis



TRENDING @ TRINITY

September

Birthdays

6-Susan Deaver

7-Phyllis Wilson

10-Linda Rudy

13-Chuck Stern

16-Holly Landes

19-Ruby Ridings - #102!

22-Chris Landes

30-Kathy Carroll, Jeff Shifflett, Will Wolf (4/c William Wolf, US Coast Guard Academy, 15
Mohegan Ave, Chase Hall Box 8956, New London CT 06320)

Pastor JMe will be beginning an Adult Faith Formation class on Sunday September 18 which
will run through October 23. It will be based on the book “Stranger Things: How (NOT) to
Read the Bible: Making Sense of the Anti-Women, Anti-Science, Pro-Violence, Pro-Slavery and
Other Crazy Sounding Parts of Scripture” by Dan Kimball. The participant book will be $10. If
you are interested in participating in this class, please contact Pastor JMe via email
pastor(@trinitychurchvirginia.org.

Additionally, Faith Formation for children (K-6) will be offered on the third Sunday of each
month during worship beginning in September. Lead teacher will be Marcie Stern. Please let
Pastor or Marcie know if you would like your child/grandchild/friend to participate.

Community Meal starting back up! At 5:30 on September 28, Trinity will once again host a
community meal. Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meals, serve the meals, clean up
tollowing the meals as well as provide portions of the meal. Whether you volunteered in the past
and wish to continue to do so, or you are interested in volunteering going forward, the contact

person is Vickie Hollis (540-869-4373).

The Newtown Heritage Festival Committee in Stephens City needs new faces, and new ideas.
We are inviting you to learn more about our town’s annual Festival and where you fit in. Please
join us on September 22, 2022 at 6:00PM at the Lions Club shelter at the Newtown Commons
for an Interest and Information session. No prior experience necessary, just a willingness to
share your time and talents to make our Newtown Heritage Festival move forward into the next
30 years! Questions? Email 30more@gmail.com.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736
Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) Facebook Live: you do not need to have a
Facebook account https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




