
GATHERING SONGS #34, #27 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

T
r

in
it

y 
L

u
th

e
r

a
n

 C
h

u
r

c
h

  
  8

10
 F

a
ir

f
a

x
 S

tr
e

e
t 

 
 

   
   

[5
4

0
] 8

6
9

-
4

0
19

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  o

f
f

ic
e

@
tr

in
it

y
c

h
u

r
c

h
v

ir
g

in
ia

.o
r

g
 

  S
te

p
h

e
n

s
 C

it
y

, V
A

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

9
:3

0
A

M
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
   

   
   

   
   

  S
ep

te
m

b
e

r
 4

, 2
0

2
2

   
P

en
te

c
o

st
 

13
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise that our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found. 
Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-9     Ray Stuehmeier 
A reading from Revelation. 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
 "See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away." 
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he 
said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life.  
 
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of 
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any 
more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 
4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 
6And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits 
of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place." 
7See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book. 
8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me; 9but he said to me, "You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your comrades the prophets, and with 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: John 16:20-22 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, 
but your pain will turn into joy. 21When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has 
come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of 
having brought a human being into the world. 22So you have pain now; but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON    A New Heaven and A New Earth         Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY vs. 1,3   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   ELW 815 

continued 



 
 
CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts 
of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our 
partnerships in the faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield 
fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace, hear our prayer. 



 

For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, 
and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens 
who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food 
insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your 
care especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Kim, Adrian, Chalin, Pat, Bernie, Nikki 
and others we name now.   God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they 
glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for 
the sake of the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY     Meditation        Alexander Guilmant (1837-1911) 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will 
provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide your offering in person or send 
it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and 
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 



DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION         Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus   ELW 802 

 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & BIBLE CHALLENGE CELEBRATION 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG vs 1,3,4     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   ELW 802 

 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Finale        Eugène Gigout (1844-1925) 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream:ONE LICENSE, License #

A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Offertory Public Domain; Postlude permission granted by The American Organist 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The church office will be closed tomorrow in observance of Labor Day. 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 17.  That will be the congregational potluck 
picnic at Sherando Park. Games, food, fellowship, fun! Bring lawn chairs, a dish or two to share 
and enjoy being together from 4-7PM at the Abex Shelter (across the parking lot from the 
Information Ranger Station off Lakeview Circle). 
 
Pastor JMe will be beginning an Adult Faith Formation class on Sunday September 18 which 
will run through October 23.  Entitled Stranger Things, it is based on the book “How (NOT) to 
Read the Bible: Making Sense of the Anti-Women, Anti-Science, Pro-Violence, Pro-Slavery and 
Other Crazy Sounding Parts of Scripture” by Dan Kimball. The participant book will be $10.  If 
you are interested in participating in this class, please contact Pastor JMe via email 
pastor@trinitychurchvirginia.org. 
 

Additionally, Faith Formation for children (K-6) will be offered on the third Sunday of each 
month during worship beginning in September. Lead teacher will be Marcie Stern. Please let 
Pastor or Marcie know if you would like your child/grandchild/friend to participate. 
 

Community Meal starting back up! At 5:30 on September 28, Trinity will once again host a 
community meal. Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meals, serve the meals, clean up 
following the meals as well as provide portions of the meal. Whether you volunteered in the past 
and wish to continue to do so, or you are interested in volunteering going forward, the contact 
person is Vickie Hollis (540-869-4373). 
 
The Newtown Heritage Festival Committee in Stephens City needs new faces, and new ideas.  
We are inviting you to learn more about our town’s annual Festival and where you fit in.  Please 
join us on September 22, 2022 at 6:00PM at the Lions Club shelter at the Newtown Commons 
for an Interest and Information session.  No prior experience necessary, just a willingness to 
share your time and talents to make our Newtown Heritage Festival move forward into the next 
30 years!  Questions?  Email 30more@gmail.com. 
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) Facebook Live: you do not need to have a 
Facebook account  https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 


