
 
 
 
PRELUDE    Prelude          C.P.E. Bach (1714-1788)
   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG vs 1,2,4            God Is Here!                ELW 526 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



 
KYRIE  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. 
When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 



FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4       Amy Hall 
A reading from Habakkuk. 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4So the law becomes slack 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous— 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come, it will not delay. 
 4Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faith. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9 read responsively 
 1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 



 7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 
Christ Jesus, 
 2To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when 
I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you 
so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this 
reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 
hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and 
of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This 
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle 
and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have 
entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and 
it would obey you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather 
say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 
you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, 
when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done 
only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHAT         Paul and Timothy         Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON         Mustard Seed Magic         Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    O Master, Let Me Walk with You     ELW 818 

 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the example of 
Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster especially Puerto Rico, Alaska, Pakistan, Japan, 
Papua New Guinea: relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, 
and hurricanes. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all 
things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect those 
who are vulnerable. For all who are sick especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, 
Kim, Adrian, Pat, Bernie, Nikki, and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or 
aloud).  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils, 
committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Gathered together, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 



OFFERTORY    Jesus is Here Right Now   Leon C. Roberts Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending   ELW 678 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION    We Walk by Faith    ELW 635 

 



The Reign of God, like Farmer's Field 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG vs. 1,2,4    Founded on Faith  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Fughetta      Gottlieb Muffat (1690-1770) 
 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude and Postlude Public Domain; Offertory ©1986 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Bob and Christine Cornwell. 
 

There will be a service of The Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, October 8 here at 
Trinity at 10AM in the Fairfax parking lot.  All pets and their guardians are welcome. 
For everyone's safety pets should be leashed or in an appropriate carrier. 

 
Sewing for the Savior will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 9:30AM.  Anyone interested in hand 
sewing lap quilts is welcome to be a part of this group. 
 
Lutheran Church Women will meet Tuesday, October 11 at 11:30AM in the parish hall. Bring a 
bag lunch if you wish.  
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member of Trinity is encouraged and welcome to attend a 
breakfast on Saturday, October 15 at 10AM.  Please let Pastor JMe know if you plan to be 
present. If you wish to join, but cannot be at this breakfast, please let her know that as well.  
 
The church office will be closed the week of October 17-20 while Pastor JMe and Brenda attend 
the Virginia Synod Gathering of the Ministerium. Pastor can be reached on her cell phone in 
case of emergency.  
 
There is still room on the chancel flower calendar – most of November and December have yet 
to be filled.  If you’d like to provide (through the Flower Center or your own) the flowers for a 
particular Sunday, please sign up on the list on the Narthex bulletin board. For details or 
questions, speak to Martha Cooley. 
 
On Sunday, September 18, Hurricane Fiona struck Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands causing 
massive flooding and power outages. Rain continued to fall all day Sunday and into Monday. 
The islands have experienced devastating flooding and loss of power.   The Caribbean Synod led 
by Bishop Idalia Negrón Caamaño consists of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. It’s one of the 
six synods along with the Virginia Synod in ELCA Region 9. The Synod has received a request 
from Bishop Negrón Caamaño for assistance with recovery. The Caribbean Synod will be 
purchasing and distributing Wal-Mart gift cards to allow residents to purchase the resources they 
need.  If you would like to help the Caribbean Synod with this project, please make a financial 
donation to the Virginia Synod Disaster Response Fund using this web address 
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR1Z/campaign/C-ZDMP. The Virginia Synod will ensure the 
financial support gets to the Caribbean Synod. 


