
PRELUDE    What God Ordained is Good Indeed  Was Gott Tut  
J. Pachelbel (1653-1706) 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God,  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG vs 1, 2  What God Ordains Is Good Indeed     ELW 776 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us to 
rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Children grades K-6 depart for Sunday School. 



FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31                  Sue Teal 
A reading from Genesis. 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, 
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 
29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen 
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 121    read responsively 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent 
whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 
patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, 



but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be 
sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that 
city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 
and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 
so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 
night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY vs. 1,2,5   Rise Up, O Saints of God!    ELW 669 

 



CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 
 

For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to share the 
good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to flooded 
ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be worthy stewards of 
creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek truth, 
rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression and injustice in 
our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or country, 
political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors, and any who are 
ill or grief-stricken especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Ruby, Adrian, Nikki, and others 
we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY   Was Gott Tut  Partita 5,6             Johann Pachelbel 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will 
provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide your offering in person or send 
it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING  

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and 
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION        Let Us Enter In 

 
 
 
 



Day by Day             ELW 790 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG vs. 3,4   What God Ordains Is Good Indeed     ELW 776 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Was Gott Tut Partita 7             Johann Pachelbel 
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The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Diann and Ron Dailey in celebration of 
their 30th wedding anniversary. 
 
The church office will be closed this week (October 17-20) while Pastor JMe and Brenda attend 
the Virginia Synod Gathering of the Ministerium. In case of a pastoral emergency please contact 
Council Vice President, Roger Wickboldt (614-477-2431).  
 
The October Community Meal will be on the 26th. Keep an eye on the bulletin board in the 
Parish Hall for the sign up list to provide portions of the meal. 
 
Pastor JMe and Bob invite everyone to drop by the parsonage (4838 Valley Pike) on Saturday, 
October 29 anytime between 4-7PM as they host an Open House. 
 
Do you enjoy singing? Thought about joining the choir but held back for whatever reason?  
Ricky is looking for voices for Christmas, so this is a good way to dip your toe in the water and 
see if being a choir member at Trinity is a good fit for you.  Speak to Ricky any Sunday after 
church or email him at music@trinitychurchvirginia.org. 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 

 


