
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE    Partita on “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  Itke Prins (b.1937) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN vs. 1,3,4        If You But Trust in God to Guide You                      ELW 769 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  congregation sings portion in bold 
 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

continued next page 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a           Mark Greene 
A reading from Malachi. 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM 98   read responsively 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song, 
  for he has done marvelous things. 
 2With his right hand and his holy arm 
  has he won for himself the victory. 
 3The LORD has made known his victory; 
  his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
 4He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
 5Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 6Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 7With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 8Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
  the lands and those who dwell therein. 
 9Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to judge the earth. 
 10In righteousness shall he judge the world 
  and the peoples with equity.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
A reading from 2 Thessalonians. 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 
7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with 
you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked 
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have 
that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of 
you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not 
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to 
take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name 
and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various 
places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare 
your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents 
will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because 
of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your 
souls.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHAT              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    Come, Ye Thankful People, Come      ELW 693 

 
 
CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
 

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, deacons, 
pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with wisdom and 
endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the ordered 
beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us care for what 
you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 
responders and active-duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any wounds in 
body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.  
 

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in their 
tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the sun of 
righteousness rise on all who are sick especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, 
Phyllis, Alice and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Lord, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the gospel 
especially the efforts to serve those in need in this community. Highlight ways we can better 
work together and give us patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, receive 
our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING    A River in Judea Marcus, Feldman, Leavitt        Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 



PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS Those who have brought food items may bring them forward to the 
altar at this time. 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
BLESSING OF FOOD DONATIONS & QUILTS 
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season 
and for the labors of those who harvest them.   Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need.  Bless these 
items of food brought today and the Thanksgiving boxes to be distributed.  May these gifts, in 
turn, bless those who receive them with knowledge of your love and give glory to your holy 
name.   
We thank You, Lord, for Dorcas of old and the women of the ages who follow in her footsteps, 
using their talents with needles and thread. We now dedicate this rainbow of quilts to the glory 
of God and ask that You shower blessings upon the people who will use them, whether they be 
in our community or in other places of need.  Bless the work of the women of Sewing for the 
Savior, O Lord, and may it draw people to You.  For to You, O Lord, is the glory forever and 
ever.   Amen 
 
 



DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 



Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION   Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but 
do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: 
“Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” Then you may 
partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION      Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty    ELW 777 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN   Now Thank We All Our God (isometric)    ELW 840 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Now Thank We All Our God Anthony Giamanco (b. 1958) 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 

Prelude © 2013 Wayne Leupold Editions Inc.; Offertory ©1990 Shawnee Press, Inc; Postlude ©2004 Belwin Mills Pub. Corp. Blessing of Food:  Adapted from Book of 
Common Prayer/Book of Divine Worship 

Quilts:  Adapted from Blessing of the Quilts.  Lutheran Women in Mission  https://www.lwml.org/posts/litany/blessing-of-the-quilts 
 

 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Dan and Hilda Painter in celebration of 
their 26th wedding anniversary. 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 



 
 
 
Please plan to stay about 20 minutes after worship this morning.  While you enjoy your coffee 
and treats, there will be supplies for everyone to make a Christmas card (or two or…). These will 
be collected and sent to Lutheran Immigration Services for distribution to those being detained 
once they enter US borders.  
 

Thank you to everyone who brought in needed items for the Thanksgiving baskets – actually 
boxes.  These boxes will be assembled and filled this week, recipients will drive by on Saturday 
and pick them up.  Recipients were identified through the school system.  Trinity will do the 
same thing in another couple weeks for the Christmas holidays, and will add Angel Tree gifts to 
the distribution – which will be on December 17th.  
 

This morning we are also blessing the quilts made by the Sewing for the Savior group.  This 
group meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30AM in room 204. Anyone interested in 
helping make quilts is welcome to attend. The quilts are for sale, so if you’re looking for a 
Christmas gift…. 
 
The Angel Tree will be in the Narthex beginning November 20th. Choose as many angels as you 
wish. Purchase the gifts, Gifts are to be wrapped, clearly marked with the child’s information 
(i.e.: FAM-MTOWN #1), and dropped off at church absolutely no later than Sunday, Dec. 11. 
 

Looking ahead:  Advent begins on Sunday November 27th.  On 
Wednesday evenings during Advent Trinity will offer a Taizé service at 
7PM.  Taizé is a form a Christian prayer originating from the ecumenical 
Christian community of Taizé in France. One is invited to rest in God 

through the singing of psalm verses and other simple chants, alternating with periods of silent 
reflection. It is a time to "come away and rest for awhile" through experience of the simplicity 
and depth of the Word of God. 
 

Poinsettias 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS DECEMBER 11 
 
Complete one form per plant   $10/plant make check to Trinity, write “Poinsettia” on memo 
 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:  
 
Color choice _____red    ____white           Phone  ________________________________ 
 
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin  _______________________________________ 
 
In  (circle one): honor of    or        memory of  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 


