
PRELUDE    Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  M. Balderston (b.1923) 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending   ELW 435 
 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  congregation sings portion in bold 
 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
           continued next page 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH         Martha Cooley, Mary Anderson 
 

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. This first 
candle is HOPE.  
The candle is lit.  
 

Scripture: Psalm 33:20 – We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  
 

Prayer: Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us 
grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world. 
Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. Amen. 
 



 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5       Anne Vermillion 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 122  read responsively 
 1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 



 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For my brethren and companions’ sake, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.”  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



CHILDREN’S CHAT              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying     ELW 436 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THE CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent 
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in 
your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing 
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect 
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort 
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing 
your care especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, Phyllis, Alice, Ronnie, 
Helen, Barbara and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING    Come, Lord Jesus  Jim Strathdee         Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS          People, Look East v.4   ELW 248 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SANCTUS 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the 
elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ 
given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ   ELW 247 

 
 



Creator of the Stars of Night           ELW 245 

 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN    Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!   ELW 246 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Wachet Auf!    Karl Davin (1823-1884) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude ©2007 Wayne Leupold Editions; Offertory ©1978 Desert Flower Music and Postlude Public Domain 

 

 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 

 

 
Trinity's annual congregation meeting will follow worship on Sunday Dec. 11. At this 
meeting members will be asked to vote on the 2023 proposed budget and elect council 
members. Leaving Council will be Sue Scheulen and Dan Painter. Nominees to fill the vacancies 
are Dorrie Greene and Carole Pfisterer.  Those wishing to attend by Zoom will need to log off 
(hang up if you are using the phone) the Sunday service meeting and log back in with the 
following: Meeting ID: 841 4458 7970  Passcode: 355924  Dial  1-301-715-8592 



 
 
 
 
Thank you Trinity.  Due to your generous donations, those of neighboring churches and 
community businesses, 102 families (400+ people) were given Thanksgiving dinner. And now, 
it’s time to do it again for Christmas. Items needed by December 11th for the Christmas food 
baskets are: cookie mix, pancake mix, pancake syrup, canned peas, canned fruit, spaghetti and 
sauce.  
 
The Angel Tree is in the Narthex. Choose as many angels as you wish. Purchase the gifts, Gifts 
are to be wrapped, clearly marked with the child’s information (i.e.: FAM-MTOWN #1), and 
dropped off at church absolutely no later than Sunday, Dec. 11. Once the Angel Tree project is 
complete, the tree will remain in place in the Narthex and becomes the Tree of Warmth, for 
your donations of hats, gloves and scarves. 
 
This morning following worship Pastor will have a one session adult study looking at the ELCA 
Social Statement on Climate Change.  ELCA social statements are teaching and policy 
documents created to assist us in thinking about and discussing social issues in the context of 
faith and life. Everyone is welcome to attend this discussion. 
 

Beginning this Wednesday Trinity will offer an Advent Taizé service at 7PM.  
Taizé is a form a Christian prayer originating from the ecumenical Christian 
community of Taizé in France. It is a time to "come away and rest for awhile" 

through experience of the simplicity and depth of the Word of God. Please join us. 
 
Next Sunday Trinity choir and all members have been invited to help lead the singing of the 
Christmas carols as one of the Stephens City neighborhoods lights its Christmas tree.   The 
event takes place at 6PM at the corner of Rt. 11 and Stephens Run St. near the Capon Valley 
Bank. Warm up your vocal chords and come join the fun. 
 
The holiday Community meal will be Wednesday, December 7.  The sign up list is in the parish 
hall for all those willing to provide a portion of the meal and/or help with set up, serving or 
clean up. 
 
Monday, December 12 Trinity will host the Shenandoah Valley Chamber Orchestra for a special 
holiday concert at 7PM.  This musical evening is free and open to everyone, so bring your 
friends, neighbors, coworkers and family! 
 
Please plan ahead now with your holiday gatherings to include worship at Trinity. Because 
Christmas falls on a Sunday, there will be one Christmas Eve service at 7PM.  There will be 
Christmas Day worship on Sunday the 25th at 9:30AM. 
 
Anytime you shop Amazon, if you log in through Amazon Smile and choose Trinity as your 
charity, the church receives a percentage of the cost.  



 
 
 
 

Poinsettias 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS DECEMBER 11 
 

Complete one form per plant 
 
$10/plant make check to Trinity, write “Poinsettia” on memo 
 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:  
 
Color choice _____red    ____white           
 
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin  ____________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone  ________________________________ 
 
 
In  (circle one): honor of    or        memory of  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


