
PRELUDE On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry  Martha Sobaje (b.1948) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us 
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN      On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  ELW 249 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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KYRIE   congregation sings portion in bold 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        The Patterson family 
Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. 
The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.”  
The candles are lit.  
Scripture: Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one  
body you were called to peace. 
 

Prayer: Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to  
seek peace in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, 
the prince of peace. Amen. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10       Jessica Patterson 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 



 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19  read responsively 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 4He shall defend the needy among the people; 
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.  
 5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, 
  who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be his glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.  



 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
A reading from Romans. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For 
I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according St. Matthew   Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  



 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying 
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT             Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Prepare the Royal Highway     ELW 264 

 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. 
Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 
Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with 
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the 
rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to 
our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  
 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 
hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, 
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, 
Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 



 
OFFERING   Unexpected and Mysterious  Lindholm, Hampton        Trinity Choir  
 Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS   People Look East v.4    ELW 248 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the 
elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ 
given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is Good 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   He Came Down     ELW 253 
 

 
 
 



Comfort, Comfort Now My People                ELW 256 
 

 
 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN    Blessed Be the God of Israel    ELW 250 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Forest Green   George Lachenauer (b. 1933) 
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The chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Carolyn Gregory. 
 
Poinsettia order forms are in the Narthex.  Deadline for ordering is next Sunday. 
 
Trinity's annual congregation meeting will follow worship on Sunday Dec. 11. At this 
meeting members will be asked to vote on the 2023 proposed budget and elect council 
members. Leaving Council will be Sue Scheulen and Dan Painter. Nominees to fill the vacancies 
are Dorrie Greene and Carole Pfisterer. This meeting will not be streamed on Facebook, to 
attend virtually, you must use Zoom. Those wishing to attend by Zoom will need to log 
off (hang up if you are using the phone) the Sunday service meeting and log back in with 
the following: Meeting ID: 841 4458 7970  Passcode: 355924  Dial  1-301-715-8592 
 
The Angel Tree is in the Narthex. Choose as many angels as you wish. Purchase the gifts, Gifts 
are to be wrapped, clearly marked with the child’s information (i.e.: FAM-MTOWN #1), and 
dropped off at church by next Sunday. 
 
Christmas food basket assembly time is almost upon us. Items needed by December 11th for the 
Christmas food baskets are: cookie mix, pancake mix, pancake syrup, canned peas, canned fruit, 
spaghetti and sauce.  
 

Plan to attend the Wednesday evening Advent Taizé service at 7PM each week 
during Advent.  Taizé is a form a Christian prayer originating from the 
ecumenical Christian community of Taizé in France. It is a time to "come away 

and rest for awhile" through experience of the simplicity and depth of the Word of God. This  
worship will be live on Facebook and available on Zoom using: Meeting ID: 859 9609 7998; 
Passcode: 245942 
 
This evening Trinity choir and all members have been invited to help lead the singing of the 
Christmas carols as one of the Stephens City neighborhoods lights its Christmas tree.   The 
event takes place at 6PM at the corner of Rt. 11 and Stephens Run St. near the Capon Valley 
Bank. Warm up your vocal chords and come join the fun. 
 
The holiday Community meal is this Wednesday.  The sign up list is in the parish hall for all 
those willing to provide a portion of the meal and/or help with set up, serving or clean up. 
 
Monday, December 12 Trinity will host the Shenandoah Valley Chamber Orchestra for a special 
holiday concert at 7PM.  This musical evening is free and open to everyone, so bring your 
friends, neighbors, coworkers and family! 
 
 
 
             continued 



Sunday December 18 at 2PM in the chapel at The Village at Orchard Ridge, the Northern Valley 
Conference of ELCA pastors will hold a Blue Christmas Service.  If for any reason you are not 
feeling “the spirit of the season”, you are invited to attend this Blue Christmas worship service 
This will be a quieter, more reflective service.  The hope of the Christ Child will be offered in 
scripture, song, story and prayer. Come with your sorrow, fear, anxiety, and anger with no 
pressure to conform to holiday social standards.  Christ came into the world for all people…not 
just those of good cheer.  
 
Please plan ahead now with your holiday gatherings to include worship at Trinity. Because 
Christmas falls on a Sunday, there will be one Christmas Eve service at 7PM.  There will be 
Christmas Day worship on Sunday the 25th at 9:30AM. 
 
Anytime you shop Amazon, if you log in through Amazon Smile and choose Trinity as your 
charity, the church receives a percentage of the cost.  
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)     
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 

 

 


