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PRELUDE On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry Martha Sobaje (b.1948)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your
tforgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to
the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

ENTRANCE HYMN O Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry ELW 249
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I On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - e€s
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine  and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a - dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coftin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE congregation sings portion in bold
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH The Patterson family
Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.
The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.”

The candles are lit.

Scripture: Colossians 3:15 — Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace.

Prayer: Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to
seek peace in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ,
the prince of peace. Amen.
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Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent - ly lead them home-ward.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 Jessica Patterson
A reading from Isaiah.
'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
“The spitit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.



“His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
‘but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
“Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
“The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
“The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
"They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
""On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 read responsively
'Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
“that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
“that the mountains may bring prospetity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.
'He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
"He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
‘He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
‘In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
'“Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous deeds!
"And blessed be his glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.



SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
A reading from Romans.
‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. "May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, “so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. “For
I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, "and in order that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name”;
""and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
"and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
"“and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

The Holy Gospel according St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ““Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” “This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said,



“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.””
‘Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. "Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

‘But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. ‘Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ""Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

'“T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
“His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S CHAT Pastor JMe Lowden
SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden
HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
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1 Prc - parc the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is ncar!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, forc-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho -san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians.
Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more.
Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the
rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to
our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayetr.

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of
hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound,
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki,
Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or alond).
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING Unexpected and Mysterions 1indholm, Hampton Trinity Choir

Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives. The
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us. Yon may
provide your offering in person or send it by mail. We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and
community, doing God’s work with our hands.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS People ook East v.4 ELW 248
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

OFFE RTO l:"/l‘;:lz) l\adl;:/}-\g‘(;;:o:r\i/lmhlﬁl‘::l by permission of David Higham Associates.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the
elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ
geven and shed for you.” Then you may partake.
Taste and see that the Lord is Good

ELW 253

COMMUNION HYMN
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant wus peace.
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION He Came Down
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I Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le-Iu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional



Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn -ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be

ted with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen



CLOSING HYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW 250
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comesto set us free

2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,

3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais -es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - 1i - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of death and lead us in - to  peace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Forest Green George Lachenauer (b. 1933)

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude ©2010 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc; Offertory© 2002, Augsburg Fortress,© 1977 GIA Publications; Postlude ©2010 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc



TRENDING @ TRINITY

The chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Carolyn Gregory.

Poinsettia order forms are in the Narthex. Deadline for ordering is next Sunday.

Trinity's annual congregation meeting will follow worship on Sunday Dec. 11. At this
meeting members will be asked to vote on the 2023 proposed budget and elect council
members. Leaving Council will be Sue Scheulen and Dan Painter. Nominees to fill the vacancies
are Dorrie Greene and Carole Pfisterer. This meeting will not be streamed on Facebook, to
attend virtually, you must use Zoom. Those wishing to attend by Zoom will need to log
off (hang up if you are using the phone) the Sunday service meeting and log back in with
the following: Meeting ID: 841 4458 7970 Passcode: 355924 Dial 1-301-715-8592

The Angel Tree is in the Narthex. Choose as many angels as you wish. Purchase the gifts, Gifts
are to be wrapped, clearly marked with the child’s information (i.e.. FAM-MTOWN #1), and
dropped off at church by next Sunday.

Christmas food basket assembly time is almost upon us. Items needed by December 11* for the
Christmas food baskets are: cookie mix, pancake mix, pancake syrup, canned peas, canned fruit,
spaghetti and sauce.

during Advent. Taizé is a form a Christian prayer originating from the

ecumenical Christian community of Taizé in France. It is a time to "come away
and rest for awhile" through experience of the simplicity and depth of the Word of God. This
worship will be live on Facebook and available on Zoom using: Meeting ID: 859 9609 7998;
Passcode: 245942

., Plan to attend the Wednesday evening Advent Taizé service at 7PM each week
tﬂ‘ Taize

This evening Trinity choir and all members have been invited to help lead the singing of the
Christmas carols as one of the Stephens City neighborhoods lights its Christmas tree. The
event takes place at 6PM at the corner of Rt. 11 and Stephens Run St. near the Capon Valley
Bank. Warm up your vocal chords and come join the fun.

The holiday Community meal is this Wednesday. The sign up list is in the parish hall for all
those willing to provide a portion of the meal and/or help with set up, serving or clean up.

Monday, December 12 Trinity will host the Shenandoah Valley Chamber Orchestra for a special

holiday concert at 7PM. This musical evening is free and open to everyone, so bring your
triends, neighbors, coworkers and family!

continued



Sunday December 18 at 2PM in the chapel at The Village at Orchard Ridge, the Northern Valley
Conference of ELCA pastors will hold a Blue Christmas Service. If for any reason you are not
teeling “the spirit of the season”, you are invited to attend this Blue Christmas worship service
This will be a quieter, more reflective service. The hope of the Christ Child will be offered in
scripture, song, story and prayer. Come with your sorrow, fear, anxiety, and anger with no
pressure to conform to holiday social standards. Christ came into the world for all people...not
just those of good cheer.

Please plan ahead now with your holiday gatherings to include worship at Trinity. Because
Christmas falls on a Sunday, there will be one Christmas Eve service at 7PM. There will be
Christmas Day worship on Sunday the 25th at 9:30AM.

Anytime you shop Amazon, if you log in through Amazon Smile and choose Trinity as your
charity, the church receives a percentage of the cost.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736

Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




