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Prelude         The Only Son from Heaven  setting: Benjamin Culli 
 
Processional Hymn:     The Bells of Christmas     ELW 298 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Opening Words 
Welcome. 
We gather this morning  
to give thanks for the blessings of this past year, 
to turn away from our transgressions,  
and to mark a new beginning,  
for a New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Calls for Renewal 
In these times, the calls for renewal come to us from many places.  
Listen to these voices and to the voice of your own heart. 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the weary~ for rest 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the poor~ for a fair share of the earth's resources 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the whole creation~ for replenishment 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the women~ for equity 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the indigenous peoples~ for land 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the oppressed~ for freedom 
Silence  
Hear the calls of the children~ for hope for the future 
Silence  
Grant us ears to hear these calls and hearts to respond in the ways you guide us during this new 
year. 
 
Hymn     My Life Flows on in Endless Song    WOV 781 
 
 
 



Responsive Prayer               Bob Lowden 
A: From the rising of the sun to its going down 
C:  let the name of God be praised. 
A:  From the rising of the sun to its going down 
C:  let the name of God be praised.  
A:  From this time forth for evermore 
C:  let the name of God be praised. 
 
A Reading from the Hebrew Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-12 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
9What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have seen the business that God has given to 
everyone to be busy with. 11He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a 
sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 12I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live; 
 
A Gospel Reading:  Matthew 25:31-46 
31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep 
at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will say to 
those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 



the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44Then they also will answer, 
'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?' 45Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
 
Reflection               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
Hymn of the Day      Love has Come     ELW 292 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the 
life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 

Merciful God, broaden the church’s hospitality and welcome. Open our hearts to any in need of 
refuge and help, especially those who are persecuted. Prosper the work of Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Services. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 



Life-giving God, restore the health of the soil, the seas, and the air. Increase the joy and praise of 
all living things. In the coming year strengthen local, national, and international efforts to 
prevent further harm to the environment. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Liberating God, deliver your people from cruel oppression. Increase justice in every nation and 
keep the dream of freedom alive. In this new year bring the blessing of peace and put an end to 
violent conflict throughout the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Uplifting God, raise all who are bowed down by trouble and need, especially individuals and 
families living in poverty Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, Phyllis, Alice, Helen, 
Barbara, Bill and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Protect and nurture all 
children. Sustain those who parent, teach, and care for the young. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Abiding God, accompany this community in the coming year. Increase our love for one another 
and the neighbors we serve. Enrich our worship and deepen our faith. Sustain Pastor JMe and all 
who minister in your name. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we 
pray to the mercy of God. Amen. 
 
Prayer for a New Year 
Creator God, you divided the days and the nights and marked the cycle of seasons. 
Be with us in this threshold time. 
May it be for us a time of letting go, of rededication and renewal, of transformation and hope.  
Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Offering    Glory Be To the Heav’n Born King    John Ylvisaker   Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Offertory Hymn   vs. 3   What Child is This     ELW 296 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer of Rededication and Dedication 
We ask you, O God, to bless our buildings and all that is in them in order that they may be 
means to further your work and purpose in our community.  In honor and praise of your glory, 
we rededicate all you have given us to use and enjoy as a community of faith.  We rededicate this 
church building for worship, learning and administration, service to our neighbors, community 
gatherings and fellowship, as well as the parsonage a comfortable dwelling for the pastor. We 
rededicate our worship aids, instruments and materials:  the furnishings that give us comfort and 
beautify the church, the hymnals and bibles that guide us in worship and bring your word to us, 
the paraments gracing the chancel that remind us of the changing seasons, the candles, candle 
holders and lighters that bring your light into our celebration, the Communion ware and linens 
that are used to bring us the food of life and forgiveness, the baptismal font and the organ, 
piano, chimes and other instruments that lead us in our praise of you.  Accept all these things 
which we offer in thanksgiving; may they serve to increase our vision of your glory, to remind us 
of your goodness, and to support our calling to worship and serve you in spirit and in truth.   
Bring us all at length to your perfect kingdom, where you live and reign with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.   Amen 
 



Offertory Prayer    
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  

 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 
Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
Communion Hymn 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn during communion   In the Bleak Midwinter   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood  of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.  Amen 
 
 
Post-Communion Prayer  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 
Announcements and installation of 2023 Congregation Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light         WOV #649    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
May God,  
who labored in love to create all life, 
continue creating within us 
new hope, new joy, new visions; 
and may we go from here to bring 
new life to the world.  Amen. 
  
Postlude                   Noel         Alexandre Boely (1785-1858) 
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The church office will reopen on Tuesday, January 3.  
 
Beginning Sunday, January 15 Trinity will renew the Noisy Offering.  This special offering of 
your loose change, collected at the time of the regular offering, but in brightly decorated paint 
tins, will be donated to local non-profits. If you know of a non-profit that could benefit from 
Trinity’s Noisy Offering, please let Pastor JMe or Kim Begnaud have the details for 
consideration throughout the coming year. 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 

 


