
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE      Creator of the Stars of Night     Don Freudenburg (1939-2007) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN vs. 1,2,4          Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn               ELW 242 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



KYRIE   congregation sings portion in bold 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH         Diann Dailey 
Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a 
meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and the third candle is JOY.  
The candles are lit.  
 

Isaiah 55:12 – You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst 
into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world. Through Jesus Christ, who makes 
our joy complete. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10       Ray Stuehmeier 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD,  
  the majesty of our God. 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 146:4-9   read responsively 
 4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 5who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps his promise forever; 
 6who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
  and food to those who hunger. 
 7The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;  
 8the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; 
  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 9The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
A reading from James. 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  



7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHAT            Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra             WOV 629 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your 
love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and 
ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. 
Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living 
things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are 
unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict especially Ukraine, 
Russia, China and others. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, 
or loss especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara 
and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Strengthen and protect health 
care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with 
family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the 
grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your mercy 
endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing 
of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
 



OFFERING   The King Shall Come   John Behnke     Trinity Chimes 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS  People Look East v.4    ELW 248 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 
Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   The King Shall Come    ELW 260 
 

 



O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          ELW 241 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ for whom we wait.    Amen  
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN    Hark, the Glad Sound!     ELW 239 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Hark, the Glad Sound!               Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude© 2013 Wayne Leupold Editions, Offertory ©2009 AGEHR, Postlude ©1990 Morning Star Publishers 

 

 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Amy Hall in remembrance of all who are 
alone, suffering, and sick within our church community during the holiday season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Poinsettia order forms are in the Narthex.  Deadline for ordering is TODAY. 
 
Trinity's annual congregation meeting follows worship this morning. At this meeting 
members will vote on the 2023 proposed budget and elect council members. Leaving Council 
will be Sue Scheulen and Dan Painter. Nominees to fill the vacancies are Dorrie Greene and 
Carole Pfisterer. This meeting will not be streamed on Facebook, to attend virtually, you 
must use Zoom. Those wishing to attend by Zoom will need to log off (hang up if you are 
using the phone) the Sunday service meeting and log back in with the following: Meeting 
ID: 841 4458 7970  Passcode: 355924  Dial  1-301-715-8592 
 
If you have not returned your Angel Tree gifts, please be in touch with Kim Begnaud today to 
make arrangements to bring them to church.  The same is true for food needed for the 
Christmas baskets. 
 
The Angel tree now becomes the Tree of Warmth, collecting your donations of hats, scarves and 
gloves for those most in need. 
 
Tomorrow evening plan to attend the Shenandoah Valley Chamber Orchestra’s special holiday 
concert here at Trinity at 7PM.  This musical evening is free and open to everyone, so bring your 
friends, neighbors, coworkers and family! 
 

Plan to attend the Wednesday evening Advent Taizé service at 7PM each week 
during Advent.  Taizé is a form a Christian prayer originating from the 
ecumenical Christian community of Taizé in France. It is a time to "come away 

and rest for awhile" through experience of the simplicity and depth of the Word of God. This  
worship will be live on Facebook and available on Zoom using: Meeting ID: 859 9609 7998; 
Passcode: 245942 
              
Sunday December 18 at 2PM in the chapel at The Village at Orchard Ridge, the Northern Valley 
Conference of ELCA pastors will hold a Blue Christmas Service.  If for any reason you are not 
feeling “the spirit of the season”, you are invited to attend this Blue Christmas worship service 
This will be a quieter, more reflective service.  The hope of the Christ Child will be offered in 
scripture, song, story and prayer. Come with your sorrow, fear, anxiety, and anger with no 
pressure to conform to holiday social standards.  Christ came into the world for all people…not 
just those of good cheer.  
 
Anytime you shop Amazon, if you log in through Amazon Smile and choose Trinity as your 
charity, the church receives a percentage of the cost.  

continued 



 

Your December Planner: 
 
Make Trinity a vital part of your holiday season by participating in as many events as possible. 
 
Today 
Annual meeting following worship 
 
All week 
Parish hall reserved for food basket and angel tree preparation 
 
Monday, December 12 
7PM  Shenandoah Valley Chamber Orchestra concert 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
7PM  Taizé Advent worship 
 
Saturday, December 17  
9AM Food and gift distribution 
 
Sunday, December 18 – Advent 4 
9:30AM worship 
2:00PM Blue Christmas worship in the chapel at The Village at Orchard Ridge 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
7PM  Taizé Advent worship 

 
Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve 
7PM Worship 
Live on Facebook 
Zoom: Meeting ID: 870 4536 0388  Passcode: 138871  
 
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
9:30AM Worship 
Live on Facebook, Zoom same as every Sunday 

 
December 26- January 2 – Church office closed Merry Christmas! 
 
January 1 
9:30AM Worship – Covenant service 

 


