
PRELUDE Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland      Jan Sweelinck (1562-1621) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God,  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN vs. 1,2,3,6   Savior of the Nations, Come        ELW 263 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE   congregation sings portion in bold 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH            Anne Vermillion 
Today we light the first, second, third, and fourth candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has 
a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and 
the fourth candle is LOVE.”  
The candles are lit.  
 
Scripture: John 13:34 – Jesus said to them, I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
Prayer: Loving God, your mercy and compassion endure forever. Open our hearts, that we may 
receive your love; and following the example of your Son, spread that love to a love-starved 
world. Through Jesus Christ, who loved us to the end. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Children leave for Sunday School 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16        Jim Hall 
A reading from Isaiah. 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18  read responsively 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, 
  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.  
 17And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
A reading from Romans. 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:   
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       ELW 254 

 
 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give discernment 
and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we 
serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. Unite 
humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril due 
to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all people. 
We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and human rights, 
especially Amnesty International. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and those 
fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, homeless-
ness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering us in 
worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those who 
travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Adrian, Nikki, 
Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara, Bill, Darlene and others we name now (worshippers may add names 
silently or aloud). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine upon 
the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into your blessed 
reign of peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING    Savior of the Nations, Come  arr John Behnke     Trinity Chimes 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS  People Look East v.4    ELW 248 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 
Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taste and see 
that the Lord 
is good. 



COMMUNION HYMN  

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   Lost in the Night     ELW 243 

 
 
 
 



Creator of the Stars of Night           ELW 245 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood  of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.  Amen 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ for whom we wait.    Amen  
 

 



 
CLOSING HYMN    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    ELW 631 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Hark, the Glad Sound!  Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude Public Domain; Offertory © 2013 AGEHR, Inc and Postlude ©1990 Morning Star Publications 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Angel tree is now the Tree of Warmth, collecting your donations of hats, scarves and gloves 
for those most in need. 
 

This Wednesday at 7PM  is the final  evening Advent Taizé service.  It is a time 
to "come away and rest for a while" through experience of the simplicity and 
depth of the Word of God. This worship will be live on Facebook and available 

on Zoom using: Meeting ID: 859 9609 7998; Passcode: 245942 
 
This afternoon at 2PM in the chapel at The Village at Orchard Ridge, the Northern Valley 
Conference of ELCA pastors will hold a Blue Christmas Service.  If for any reason you are not 
feeling “the spirit of the season”, you are invited to attend this Blue Christmas worship service 
This will be a quieter, more reflective service.  The hope of the Christ Child will be offered in 
scripture, song, story and prayer. Come with your sorrow, fear, anxiety, and anger with no 
pressure to conform to holiday social standards.  Christ came into the world for all people…not 
just those of good cheer.  
 
Please keep in mind that your giving for 2022 must be to the church by Sunday Dec. 25th to be 
counted toward this tax year.   If you are mailing your donations, they must be received by 
Thursday, December 22, please give the US Postal service plenty of time to make the delivery. 
 

Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve 
7PM Worship 
Live on Facebook 
Zoom: Meeting ID: 870 4536 0388  Passcode: 138871  
 
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
9:30AM Worship 
Live on Facebook, Zoom same as every Sunday 

January 1 
9:30AM Worship – Service of Rededication and Celebration for a New Year 
 
December 26- January 2 – Church office closed Merry Christmas! 
 


