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PRELUDE       Carols of the season   Heather Butler, violin 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen. 
 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 
messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, 
and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our 
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-
centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are 
cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal 
life in you. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news:  We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the 
ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG    O Come, All Ye Faithful    ELW 283 

 

 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      Chuck & Marcie Stern 
This evening we light all the candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The first 
candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is 
LOVE. The center candle is the Christ candle. 
The candles are lit.  
Isaiah 9:6 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 
Prayer: O God of hope, peace, joy, and love. As Mary and Joseph welcomed you into the world, 
now help us welcome you into our lives. Give us courage to hope; strength to seek peace. Fill 
our spirits with joy; and our hearts with love. Through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all. Amen. 
 
Christ Be Our Light vs. 1,2          ELW 715 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7                  Amy Hall 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM    Away in a Manger/Still, Still, Still  arr. Lloyd Larson Trinity Chimes 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96                                            
1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R   
Refrain:  
 

 

 



5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;  
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.  
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
    The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- | ples 
with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. R 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
A reading from Titus. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
ANTHEM         Manger Carol  French carol 13th C.  arr. Leo Sowerby        Pastor JMe Lowden, soloist 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT             Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                    Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    On Christmas Night      ELW 274  
 

 
 
CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the 
life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the good 
news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 

You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the 
splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards 
of your gifts for the sake of generations to come. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all people 
from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, and healing 
where there is disease (regions in crisis may be named). God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those who 
care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain. 
Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body or mind, 
missing loved ones, or grieving. We ask your grace especially upon Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, 
Louise, Adrian, Nikki, Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara, Bill and others we name now (worshippers 
may add names silently or aloud). Shelter refugee families and those who have no home. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
 

You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the saints 
of every time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their 
example to love you by serving others. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we 
pray to the mercy of God. Amen 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    T’was in a Place Most Humble German Carol arr. R. Field    
Trinity Choir, Heather Butler violin 

Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will 
provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide your offering in person or send 
it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song 
of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
Amen. 



DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. 
 



Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word 
made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most-High, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 
Then you may partake. 
 

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.   
 

Communion distribution directions:  Communion will be served in continuous fashion with the choir and 
musicians going first, followed by the congregation.  Starting with the front row of the right side, please come 
forward down the center aisle to receive the wafer from the pastor.  Take an empty glass from the tray and proceed 
to the communion assistant on the side you were seated to receive the wine from a pouring chalice.  Return to your 
pews via the side aisles.  Worshippers seated in the side chapel/cove will follow those seated on the left side of the 
nave.  If there are worshippers seated in the parish hall, the pastor and a communion assistant will bring the 
elements to you from the nave. If you do not wish to receive communion, but wish a blessing, please come forward 
with your arms crossed over your chest. 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
 

 
 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   ELW 276 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Away in a Manager            ELW 278 

 
 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem                           ELW 279 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood  of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.  Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have 
gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news 
of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CANDLELIGHTING   
Individual candles will be lighted from the center aisle. The lighted candle is always held upright. The unlighted 
candle is tipped to receive the light. When all candles are lit, the congregation sings Silent Night. 
 
 Silent Night, Holy Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!       ELW 281 

 
 
BLESSING 
God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon 
your hearts, now and forever. AMEN 



SENDING SONG  bells may be rung  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing    ELW 270 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Angels We Have Heard on High  French Carol Heather Butler, violin 
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The church office will be closed December 25-January 2nd. In case of pastoral emergency, 
Pastor JMe may be reached by phone (717)621-9600.  
 
Trinity extends warm thanks to Heather Butler for sharing her musical talents with us tonight. 
 
Christmas Eve 2022 Worship at Trinity Zoom dial 1-309-205-3325, enter: 
 Meeting ID: 870 4536 0388 Passcode: 138871;  or online 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87045360388?pwd=cjI0V1pSN0hCcWxoS2xnYWdIS01lZz09 


