
PRELUDE         Voluntary         John Stanley (1712-1786) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN vs. 1,6   Thy Strong Word   ELW 511 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your 
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4                      Marcie Stern 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 



 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 27:1, 5-13 
 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 
 5One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
 6to behold the fair beauty of the LORD 
  and to seek him in his temple. 
 7For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 
  he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.  
 8Even now he lifts up my head 
  above my enemies round about me. 
 9Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; 
  I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
 10Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 11You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, LORD, will I seek. 
 12Hide not your face from me, 
  nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 
 13You have been my helper; cast me not away; 
  do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ 
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do 
not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 
emptied of its power. 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that 
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHAT             Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY            Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons   ELW 798 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 



THE PRAYERS 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 
together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless 
harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers 
to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, receive our prayer.  
 

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in 
every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who 
lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to 
care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. 
Especially we pray for Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Nikki, Phyllis, Alice, Helen, Barbara, 
and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. Nurture each 
congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in 
loving our neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING          Pastorale        George Blatch (1856-1921) 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also 
your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and 
community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to 
reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, 
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
 



SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 
Then you may partake.   Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   Come to the Table    ELW 481 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I Come with Joy            ELW 482 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.  Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant 
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN    Light Shone in Darkness      ELW 307 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Postlude      Gordon Young (1919-1993) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 
Prelude, Offertory Public Domain; Postlude ©1996 Shawnee Press, Inc. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
On February 11 Trinity will hold a community wide breakfast which will be a free 

will donation fund raiser for the current building fund effort.  
If you are interested in donating items to the meal, or 
volunteering to help on the day of the meal, there are sign up 
lists in the parish hall. Monetary donations toward the meal 
items are also greatly appreciated.  This morning following 
worship there will be final meeting for the planning group. 
 

The next community meal is Wednesday, January 25.  Menu: soup, grilled cheese and dessert.  
To volunteer, please see the sign-up list posted in the parish hall or speak to Vickie Hollis. 
 
Time to stock up.  Sunday, February 12 is Souper Bowl Sunday.  Everyone is encouraged to 
bring canned soup to worship that morning to donate to the food pantry.  You are also invited 
to bring hot soup for the fellowship time following worship that morning.  Wearing your 
favorite (football) team’s jersey is also welcome. 
 
The Lutheran Church Women (LCW) invite all women, especially new and prospective church 
members, to join them for lunch here at Trinity on Tuesday, February 14 at 11:30.  This is a 
good opportunity to learn about the group and meet some of the women of Trinity. 
 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 


