
PRELUDE  Take My Life, and Let It Be  Dennis Janzer (b.1954) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  ELW 319 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the 
devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your 
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7              Raeann Patterson 
A reading from Genesis. 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 
the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch 
it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32  read responsively 
 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye.  
 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 



 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 
A reading from Romans. 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death 
spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 
reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to 
come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For 
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, 
“It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 



  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    I Want Jesus to Walk with Me    ELW 325 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom to 
bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration especially Bishop Bob 
Humphrey and Northern Valley Conference Dean the Reverend Martha Sims. Counsel all who 
faithfully lead your people into the future. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living creature. 
Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nourished by the fruits of their 
labor. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a sense of 
your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the regions and nations 
of the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all refugees and 
immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround 
your people with your steadfast love especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Nikki, Alice, 
Barbara, Jeff, Dan, Pat and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for those who 
tend to the needs of others. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING   Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus       Marcie Stern, soloist 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person or send it by mail.  We thank you for 
sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 

share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION    When Peace Like a River    ELW 785 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calm to the Waves           ELW 794 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.  Amen 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer     ELW 618 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Fughetta    John Zundel (1815-1882) 
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This morning Trinity welcomes Mr. Zach Heeter Mission Advancement Director from The 
Village at Orchard Ridge.  During worship, he will give Trinity an update on life at the 
Winchester continuing care retirement community and will be available at coffee time for anyone 
with questions. 

On Wednesdays in Lent Trinity will have a soup supper at 5:30 followed by a service of 
compline, or night prayers.  Please mark your calendar and plan to journey through Lent here at 
Trinity.  The service will be on Facebook and available through Zoom using ID: 835 4600 6243 
Passcode  402877 

On Sundays in Lent, Pastor will lead a special study of the Psalms and looking at how God calls 
us to respond to hunger in the world. 
 
Sewing for the Savior will be at 9:30AM on Tuesday, Feb. 28 in Room 204.  Anyone who likes to 
do hand sewing is welcome. 
 
Trinity will be doing Easter meal baskets for those in need in our community.  Several area 
churches are participating by donating food items.  Trinity members are asked to make 
donations of soup and/or boxed desserts.  You may also make a financial donation toward the 
purchase of hams.  These boxes will be assembled the week of April 3-7, with pick up on 
Saturday the 8th. 
 
 
March Birthdays 
1-Darla Wolf 
3-Amy Groah 
4-Beverly Scheulen 
8-Susan Scheulen 
11-Evan Barna 
14-William Wolf 
16-Tammy Rogers 
17-Rebecca Hall 
23-Christine Cornwell 
24-Mike Perritt 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 

Sundays following worship, Feb 26-March 26. 
 

 Learning from the Psalms how God calls us 
to respond to hunger in the world. 

Lenten Faith Formation: 


