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PRELUDE Voluntary Leon Boellmann (1862-1987)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW 445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.

2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot- steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-1ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
0 | |
b I | I
& r—T—a—fr——= z 3
\\av P — | | G
J —_— ' !
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all
the wotld through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a Christine Cornwell
A reading from Genesis.
"The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your fathet’s house to
the land that I will show you. “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 'T will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121 read responsively
'T lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
"My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
“The LORD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
‘Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
“the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
‘the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The LORD will presetve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
“The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A reading from Romans.
‘"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? “For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. "For
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” ‘Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due.
"But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness.

“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. "If it is the adherents of the
law who ate to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "For the law brings wrath; but



where there is no law, neither is there violation.

"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ''as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Now there was a Phatisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. "He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” ‘Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
‘Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mothet’s womb and be born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “"What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spitit is spirit. 'Do not be astonished that I said to you,
‘You must be born from above.” “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” "Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things ber” ""Jesus answered him,
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

"“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. “If T have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? "No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '“And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, “that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the wotld, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S CHAT Pastor JMe Lowden



SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden
HYMN OF THE DAY Womb of Life and Source of Being
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1 Womb of Ilife and source of be - ing, home of ev - ’ry rest- less
2 Word in flesh, our broth-er Je - sus, born to bring us sec - ond
3 Brood-ing Spir - it, move a- mong us; be our part - ner, be our
4 Moth - er, Broth - er, ho - ly Part - ner; Fa - ther, Spir - it, On - ly
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heart, in your arms the worlds a - wak - ened; you have
birth, you have come to stand be - side us, know - ing
friend. When our mem - ’ry fails, re - mind us whose we
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loved us from the start. We, your chil - dren, gath - er
weak - ness, know - ing earth. Priest who shares our hu - man
are, what we in - tend. La - bor with us; aid the
Three and Three - in - One. We would share your life, your
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round you, at the ta - ble you pre - pare. Shar-ing
strug - gles, Life of life and Death of death, ris - en
birth - ing of the new world yet to be, free of
pas - sion, share your word of world made new, ev - er
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sto - ries, tears,and laugh-ter, we are nur-tured by your care.
Christ, come stand a - mong us, send the Spir - it by your breath.
ser - vant, lord, and mas - ter, free for love and u - ni - ty.
sing - ing, ev - er prais-ing, one with all, and one with you.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: RAQUEL, Skinner Chévez-Melo, 1944-1992

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1985, 1991 Estate of Skinner Chavez-Melo

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the work of
researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for the
natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. Strengthen
organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate human suffering
and to address its root causes. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, or
addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you
in their illness or distress especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Nikki, Alice, Barbara, Jeff,
Dan, Pat and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their joy,
wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all for faithful
discipleship. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING Salvation is Created Chesnokov (1813) arr. Lehenbauer(2020)
E "L-“ E Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our

et Lives. The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the
world around us. Y ou may provide your offering in person or send it by mail. We thank you for
sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further onr mission to




OFFERING PRESENTATION

IN !
D] I
I

Il
|
|

| 4
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right

JPHo

0 .
e e e e e e e e
r A —
A b_d_i ! - e
spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
n I I 1 I
7 | I — . I p—
e e e —
Xy S— i | | |
not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of

o e e~ s e st s
%@w P ! ! | I ! - E— —— -
your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless

us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
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pas - chal feast, that re -newed in the gift of bap - tism,
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we may come to the full - ness of your grace.
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And so, with  all the choirs of an - gels,
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heav - en,
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Those communing from homse, have your package ready to open,

but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the

Lord is good.” Then you may partake.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION SONG

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Julian of Norwich, c. 1342—c. 1413

Music: NORWICH, Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW 735
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I Moth-er-ing  God, you gave me birth in the bright
2 Moth-er-ing Christ, you took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth - er-ing Spir - i, nur - tring one, in arms of
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breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.
love, your ver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - tl I flow’r, un - til I know.



Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 18161868

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

Amen
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG God Loved the World (ROCKINGHAM OLD) ELW 323
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I God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - 1y to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on  this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that 1S the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be  praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Marche Theodore Dubois (1837-1924)

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude Public Domain; Offertory © Lehenbauer used by permission; Postlude © 2004 Belwin Mills



TRENDING @ TRINITY

On Wednesdays in Lent Trinity will have a soup supper at 5:30 followed by a service of
compline, or night prayers. (Note: March 29 will be the community meal.) Please mark your
calendar and plan to journey through Lent here at Trinity. The service will be on Facebook and
available through Zoom using ID: 835 4600 6243 Passcode 402877

On Sundays in Lent:

Following worship Pastor will lead a special study of the Psalms look at how God calls us to
respond to hunger in the world.

From 1-2:30PM Pastor will lead a discussion on Lutheranism 101. A 3-session study covering
the basics of the Lutheran faith and church. For those who want to know more about what
being a “Lutheran Christian” means as well as life-long Lutherans who want a quick review.

Trinity will be doing Easter meal baskets for those in need in our community. Several area
churches are participating by donating food items. Trinity members are asked to make
donations of soup and/or boxed desserts. You may also make a financial donation toward the
purchase of hams. These boxes will be assembled the week of April 3-7, with pick up on
Saturday the 8th.

In case you were wondering:

Trinity has been having issues with people parking on a daily basis on the grass outside the
cemetery. Local law enforcement noticed and inquired if the church would like the town to put
up a "no parking sign". They were told "yes, please." So, you will see a "no unauthorized
parking” sign over there now. Church members and those attending services here are authorized
at all times. The sign is only meant to be a deterrent to those casual, non-church parkers. So far
it has worked.

Dan Painter extends his appreciation to everyone for the cards, prayers and well wishes at the
time of his surgery and during his recovery.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736

Dial 1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




