
 
 



What would it be like to walk with Jesus through Holy Week—the week between Passion or Palm 
Sunday and his resurrection? Today, using Matthew’s story of Jesus’ last week, we will begin our 
Holy Week walk with stories of Jesus’ words and actions.  Although the gospels differ in the 
sequence of events during the last week before his crucifixion, this service provides a way to 
ponder a few examples of what Jesus said and did from Sunday through Wednesday before the 
account of his Passion begins.  Join us for services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
to continue your Holy Week walk with Jesus and experience the rest of the greatest story ever told. 
 
Sunday Morning   Triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
 Worshippers are invited to gather with Pastor JMe and the Choir in the parking lot by the intersection of Valley 
Pike & Fairfax St. 
 
Acclamation 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna to the Son of David. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Processional Gospel   Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Blessing of Palms 
The members of the congregation raise their branches. 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments 
and branches of palm in his path. 
We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail 
him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord. 
The procession into the church begins, the congregation following the crucifer and minister. 
 
 

 



Hymn       All Glory Laud and Honor      ELW 344 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Hosanna, King, blessed are you our king, who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest heaven! Even if our voices were silenced, creation itself would rise up to prayer 
you! Hosanna in the highest! Amen 
 

You may be seated 
 

Anthem    Hosanna! Hosanna!  Cathy Townley                    Trinity Choir 
 
Sunday Afternoon: Cleansing the Temple and return to Bethany 
 

Reading     Matthew 21:12-17                  Marcie Stern 
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves.  13 He said to 
them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a den of 
robbers."  14 The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them.  15 But when 
the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard1 the children crying 
out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became angry 16 and said to him, "Do you 
hear what these are saying?" Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the mouths of 



infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise for yourself'?" 17 He left them, went out of the 
city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 
pilgrimage. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 
squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved.  In 
Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, 
your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen. 
 
Monday:  Cursing the fig tree on the way to Jerusalem and Debating with Religious leaders 
in Temple 
 

Reading    Matthew 21:18-27                   Diann Dailey 
In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was hungry. 
 19 And seeing a fig tree by the side of the road, he went to it and found nothing at all on it but 
leaves. Then he said to it, "May no fruit ever come from you again!" And the fig tree withered at 
once.   20 When the disciples saw it, they were amazed, saying, "How did the fig tree wither at 
once?"  21 Jesus answered them, "Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will 
you do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be lifted up and 
thrown into the sea,' it will be done.  22 Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive." 
 23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?"  24 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will 
say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he 
said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn  vs, 1,2     Ah, Holy Jesus         ELW 349 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday:  Return to Bethany and anointing of Jesus 
 
Reading: Matthew 26:1-13                Sue Teal 
When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 
 2 "You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over 
to be crucified." 
 3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, who 
was called Caiaphas, 4 and they conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.  5 But they said, 
"Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people." 
 6 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 
 8 But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, "Why this waste? 9 For this ointment 
could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor." 
 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a 
good service for me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 
 12 By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 
 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this good news1 is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done 
will be told in remembrance of her." 
 



Hymn  vs. 3,4,5 (previous page)            Ah, Holy Jesus          ELW 349 
 
Wednesday:  “Silent Wednesday”; Jesus and disciples remain in Bethany for last time of 
fellowship; Judas returns alone to Jerusalem to make arrangements for the betrayal. 
 
Reading: Matthew  26:14-16                Jim Hall 
14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, 
"What will you give me if I betray him to you?" They paid him thirty pieces of silver.  16 And from 
that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
Sermon   Walking with Jesus during Holy Week: From Palms to Passion               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
Hymn     Jesus, I Will Ponder Now         ELW 345 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession                Sue Teal 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other ministry settings to 
proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us renewed 
appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who accompany their human 
companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and persecuted for 
their religious beliefs or political activism and deliver them from the hand of their enemies. Bring 
peace to places where conflict runs deep (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated or awaiting 
trial and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those feeling isolated, lonely, 
ill, are dying or fearful especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Nikki, Alice, Barbara, Pat, Earl 
and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, readers, 
deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them in their leadership as they 
accompany congregations through this Holy Week. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Offering       
 Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  
The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around 
us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank 

you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share 
Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
Dialogue  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume 
the elements until the pastor acknowledges those online and says: “Take and eat.   The body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

Communion Song 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray together:. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Announcements 



Benediction 
And so it begins, we walk through this week 
From palms now to passion, it’s Jesus we seek 
Each moment we walk through these days now with Jesus, 
Is time to see people, the way Jesus…sees us. 
 

To watch for the ones, who need hope, who need kindness. 
Seeking the light, not the darkness that blinds us. 
As you walk through these days, may the love you now know 
Be spread to each person you meet on the go. 
 

And may God who now blesses and keeps you in love 
Whose face shines upon you with grace from above 
Who looks on you with such joy and such favor, 
This God, three in One ☩ gives you peace - life to savor. Amen! 
 
Hymn      Beneath the Cross of Jesus         ELW 338 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sending 
Go in peace. As you walk with Jesus, remember the poor.  Thanks be to God, we will.   
 
Postlude         The Palms    Jean Baptiste Fauré (1830-1914) 
 

This service was adapted from “Walking with Jesus through Holy Week:  A Palm Sunday Service” by Thomas J. Vos,  December 2010 www.reformedworship.org; portions 
of service from sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this 

service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089   
Offertory © 1993 Abvingdon Press; Postlude Public Domain 



 
 
 
 
 
Feel free to stop into the church during this week and experience the stations of the cross. The 
stations will be artistic works by Mary Button, seeing the walk of Christ through the eyes of 
refugees.  There will be a special booklet to explain each station. 
 

Maundy Thursday worship with holy communion and stripping of the altar will be at 7PM (Zoom 
Meeting ID: 844 4987 2634 Passcode: 100521 or 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84449872634?pwd=bHNFYWVLTGM2eEhXRlh3YkIxTG51QT09 ) 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae worship will also be at 7PM (Zoom Meeting ID: 865 2008 5325  
Passcode: 506690 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86520085325?pwd=NlVKOUJZZW0waldMY2N0NlAvc0YrUT09) 
 
All are welcome next Sunday for a potluck Easter breakfast beginning at 8AM.  There is a sign-up 
list in the parish hall for those willing to provide a dish or two.  Worship will follow at the regular 
9:30AM service time.  
 
 
 
Many Hands Make Light Work - Finance Team 
Trinity continues to look for volunteers to be part of a Finance Team to supplement the work 
being done by Mark Greene and Michael Lambert. Activities could include periodic financial 
reviews, financial process reviews, guidance for certain undesignated contributions and periodic 
internal audits. If you are interested, please contact Roger Wickboldt (614-477-2431 
rogerwickboldt@gmail.com). 
 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 



 
 


