
PRELUDE  Plein Jeu          Francois Couperin (1668-1773) 
 
GATHERING SONG       Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation         ELW 645 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, 
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 



FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60                    Darla Wolf 
A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 



 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



CHILDREN'S CHAT            Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life     ELW 816 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 

God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them 
for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 
 



Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 
verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, 
erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 
organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
especially Ukraine, Haiti, and Sudan. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 
homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Pat, Earl and 
others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 
 

Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this 
community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through 
transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  I Will Trust in the Lord  arr. J. Jefferson Cleveland (1937-1986)  Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering 
today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide 
your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your 
monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 

hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION       I Received the Living God    ELW 477 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For the Bread Which You Have Broken              ELW 494 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG    The Church's One Foundation                              ELW 654 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Voluntary          Anonymous (1600-1700) 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 

Prelude and Postlude Public Domain; Offertory © 1981 Abingdon Press 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
May 20th the Lutheran Church Women will host a Yard Sale (8AM-?). 
They are asking for your donations of gently used and clean clothing, household items, toys, 
decor, and decorations, etc. 
Please, no furniture, large appliances or electronics.   
Books are welcome if you are willing to come back at the end of the day to pick up leftovers. 
Items may be brought to the church beginning Monday, May 15. Drop off hours are 9AM-
12:30PM Monday through Thursday of that week.  For drop off outside of those hours, please 
call Hilda Painter or Anne Vermillion.  There will be several volunteers present all day Friday the 
19th.   
There is a sign-up list in the parish hall as time draws closer for anyone willing to volunteer to 
help with the sale. 
This year we will try something different by having our first Friends and Family Night on Friday 
the 19th from 5-7PM. 
 
 
The May Noisy Offering will be collected on the 21st.  All donations will be sent to the Newtown 
History Center’s Stone House Foundation, our neighbors across the street. With the town of 
Stephens City as its focus, the Foundation seeks to interest and engage residents, visitors, 
scholars and students in the events, lifeways and material culture of the region. They also strive 
to promote the preservation of the buildings, artifacts and landscapes that are associated with the 
history of the town of Stephens City. The Newtown History Center offers museum exhibits and 
tours focusing on the people and events of Stephens City, Virginia’s long history.  It is more 
than a museum that tells the story of the ordinary people who lived and worked in an old 
Virginia wagon road town. It is a collecting institution with a mission to preserve, document and 
interpret the material culture and lore of the town of Stephens City and its environs. It is also a 
repository of documents and photographs relating to the history of the town, its inhabitants and 
their families. We serve tourist, school groups, research scholars, local patrons as well as 
professional genealogists and ordinary family history enthusiasts. 
 
Thank you to our church family for the cards, thoughts, and prayers after the passing of Mark's 
mother.  Also thank you to everyone that had a hand in preparing the church for her service.  
On behalf of Mark's extended family we cannot thank you enough.  Mark, Dorrie, and Cooper 
Greene 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 


