
PRELUDE 
 
GATHERING SONG sing twice    He Has Made Me Glad  

 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us 
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14          Dorrie Greene 
A reading from Acts. 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 



come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35   read responsively 
 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
 5In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of 
Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
 



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
t0hough something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If 
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHAT              Pastor JMe Lowden 



SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     I Come with Joy      ELW 482 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 

God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us with the 
planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the sake of the 
world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 



As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you have 
made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and organizers, 
teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, especially 
exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic oppression of any 
kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from illness especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, 
Louise, Pat, Anne, Earl and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Hear 
us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your abundant 
gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our staff and council: 
JMe, Ricky, Brenda, Theresa, Jerry, Roger, Anne, Diann, Dorrie, Mike, Mistie, Carole, Jim and 
Mark . Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING AND NOISY OFFERING 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  We Come to the Hungry Feast   ELW 479 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Father, We Thank You                 ELW 478 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    Blessed Assurance      ELW 638 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Robert and Christine 
Cornwell. 
 
This morning’s Noisy Offering will be sent to the Newtown History Center’s Stone House 
Foundation, our neighbors across the street. With the town of Stephens City as its focus, the 
Foundation seeks to interest and engage residents, visitors, scholars and students in the events, 
lifeways and material culture of the region. They also strive to promote the preservation of the 
buildings, artifacts and landscapes that are associated with the history of the town of Stephens 
City. The Newtown History Center offers museum exhibits and tours focusing on the people 
and events of Stephens City, Virginia’s long history.  It is more than a museum that tells the 
story of the ordinary people who lived and worked in an old Virginia wagon road town. It is a 
collecting institution with a mission to preserve, document and interpret the material culture and 
lore of the town of Stephens City and its environs. It is also a repository of documents and 
photographs relating to the history of the town, its inhabitants and their families. We serve 
tourist, school groups, research scholars, local patrons as well as professional genealogists and 
ordinary family history enthusiasts. 
 
Trinity extends a warm welcome and thanks to Melinda Russell for providing our music this 
morning while Ricky is away. 
 
Sewing for the Savior will meet Tuesday at 9:30AM in room 204.  Anyone with an interest in 
hand sewing quilts is welcome. This is the last working meeting until fall, though the group will 
join with the Lutheran Church women on the 6th of June for lunch at Roma’s.  
 
Next Sunday is Pentecost.  Don’t forget to wear red. 
 
The church office will be closed Monday, May 29 in observance of Memorial Day. 
 
The May Community Meal will be on May 31. The menu is lasagna, salad, garlic bread and 
dessert.  There is a sign up list in the parish hall for those willing help either by providing a 
portion of the meal or volunteering their time with preparation, serving or clean up. 
 

Trinity’s Lutheran Church Women are proud to announce they will once again 
host their annual Young at Heart banquet for Trinity members 55 years and 
older.  The banquet will be held Tuesday, June 13, 2023 at 5:30om in the parish 
hall.  There will be a musical guest, door prizes, a great meal and lots of 
wonderful fellowship.  The Theme will be peacocks in memory of Ruby 
Ridings.  Please let Maxine Rogers or Phyllis Wilson know by Saturday June 4th 
if you plan to attend. 
 



The Lutheran Church Women will have a brief meeting on Tuesday June 6th at 11:30AM in the 
parish hall to finalize preparation for the Young at Heart banquet.  After the meeting the LCW 
will join with the Sewing for the Savior group for lunch at Roma’s at noon.  Both LCW and 
Sewing will resume their meetings on Tuesday, September 12, 2023.  Please let Phyllis Wilson 
know, by May 31, if you plan to go to Roma’s. 
 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who volunteered or participated in anyway – especially purchasing 
– with yesterday’s Yard Sale. 
 
Take a look at the Columbarium Prayer Garden.  Mark Greene has spruced up the area around 
the fountain to eliminate cutting the grass and keeping up with the weeds. Looks lovely, Mark, 
thank you. 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 
Dial  1-301-715-8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
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