
 

 
Woman receiving a meal in a church soup kitchen. Copyright  Steve Skjold/Alamy Stock Photo. Used by permission. 

 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GATHERING SONG       Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  ELW 553 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE   All Glory Be to God on High             ELW 410 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, 
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9       
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 



 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,  

for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 

 
 
 



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9 
A reading from Philippians. 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in 
this way, my beloved. 
 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you 
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book 
of life. 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Halle, Halle, Hallelujah    ELW 172 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But 
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest 
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 



 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Now We Join in Celebration     ELW 462 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
 

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ share the mind 
of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the Lord. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that creation flourishes 
and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have made. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they govern in 
accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all in need, striving 
toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted and find rest 
in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them. We pray especially for Shirley, 
Charlotte, Louise, Earl, Jay, Nancy, Pam, Denny, Stephen and others we name now (worshippers 
may add names silently or aloud).  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the love of Christ 
may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, 
commendable, and excellent. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending 
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING  benefits Winchester SPCA 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRESENTATION         Praise Ye the Lord    ELW 872 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and 
water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and 
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our strength and our song.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION    
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
 Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those 
at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION  What a Feast of Love     ELW 487 

 
 



One Bread, One Body            ELW 496 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with 
the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word and 
to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing   ELW 547 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089.  Offertory, Postlude Public Domain 
 

 



 
 
 
Warm thanks to Jonathan Brewster for being the organist this morning in Ricky’s absence. 
 
This morning’s Noisy Offering will be donated to the Winchester SPCA, providing shelter for God’s 
creatures who have been lost, abandoned and need new homes. They are a no kill shelter. 
 
Planning ahead: Sunday October 29th we will celebrate Reformation Sunday. In addition to a special 
worship, there will be a German potluck meal following the service.  You do not have to bring a 
German dish for your potluck, but for those that do, if you need a little help finding a recipe or two we 
have provided some in a brochure rack in the narthex on the name tag table. Help yourself. 
 
The list for those wishing to help with the community meal on Oct. 25 is posted in the parish hall.  The 
menu is meatloaf, mashed potatoes, peas and dessert. 
 
Church Pictorial Directory! Members can sign up now to have their picture taken on 11/27 or 11/28.  
They can sign up themselves at www.ucdir.com (church code va233; password: photos) or see Mistie 
McPadalin or Sue Scheulen before or after services to sign up.   

Every member who has their picture taken will receive a free 8 X 10 portrait and a free directory.  
Everyone will receive their images right away and will have the opportunity to purchase family portraits 
for themselves or for gifts.   

Plus, you may invite family and friends to participate by signing up to have their portraits taken.  
This is a great way to reach out to the community.  They can have their photo taken and can purchase 
photos.  Family and friends that are not members just will not be in the directory.   
 If you have six or more people in your photo, please sign up for two spots!   

If you prefer to use a digital photo you already have, you can send that to Mistie at 
msmcpadalin@gmail.com and she will be sure to include this in the directory.  Please note, there will be 
a $15 cost for the use of the digital photo.  Individuals using their own digital photo will receive a 
directory.   

We need volunteers for this project, too! Please, volunteer to help with the photo sign up before 
and after church services and with the photo shoot in November by talking to Mistie or Sue. 
 
Thanks to everyone for the cards and calls to me related to my recent fall.  My shattered kneecap has 
been reconstructed, and I am beginning the long haul to full recovery.  I look forward to thanking you 
all personally, once I am able!   Sincerely,  Joe Hollis 
 
This week: Greeters: Tom & Nan Righter; Comm. Asst. Barry Hockenberry 
Next week: Greeters: Beverly Scheulen; Reader: Jessica Patterson; Comm. Asst.: Emily Patterson 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 


