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PRELUDE  Kyrie, Christ the Comforter of the World  Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG vs. 1,2,4             Prepare the Royal Highway                 ELW 264 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 

 
 



KYRIE congregation sings refrain and “let us pray to the Lord”, pastor sings the verses 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us 
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the 
midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens 
is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians 
use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles 
mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.  
 



BLESSING                 The Greene family 
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 
who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will 
stand as a signal of hope for all people. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to 
live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, 
the hope of all nations. 
O people of hope, come,  let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
All Earth is Hopeful  v.2          ELW 266 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11         Ray Steuhmeier 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 



  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 1You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD; 
  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
 2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
  and blotted out | all their sins. 
 8I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 



 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
A reading from 2 Peter. 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will 
be disclosed. 
 11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt 
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. 
 14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Mark.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY vs. 1,2,4,5  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry      ELW 249 

 
 

 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration. 
 

Reveal your majesty in mountain peaks, flowing rivers, and blossoming wilderness roads. Guide 
us as your people to heal the earth and bring wholeness to the earth and all its creatures. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Turn the hearts of all nations and people toward righteousness and peace. Increase cooperation 
for justice between countries, commonwealths, political parties, and diplomatic leaders. Fill the 
hearts of leaders to be generous for the sake of all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Comfort your people with tender words of love and healing. Surround all who are grieving, all 
who know depression or anxiety, or all who feel lonely or forgotten. Be a steadfast presence 
when all else feels uncertain. Grant holy patience to all who are waiting this season. Give hope to 
those seeking employment. Bring reassurance to people awaiting new diagnoses or treatments. 
Watch with those who keep bedside vigil. We pray especially for Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, 
Stephen, and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  In the Bleak Midwinter    arr. Lloyd Larson Trinity Chimes 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRESENTATION        ELW 253 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION  choir sings verses, congregation sings refrain:             ELW 262 

 
 



Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ         ELW 247 

 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG    Hark, the Glad Sound!      ELW 239 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Prepare the Royal Highway         arr. David Schelat 
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This week: Greeters: Mistie McPadaline, Deb Wickboldt, Reader: Ray Steuhmeier: Comm. Asst. 
Carole Pfisterer; Advent Wreath: the Greene family 
Next week: Greeters: David & Pam Reichert; Reader: Stephan Aker; Comm. Asst. Mary 
Anderson; Advent Wreath: Kim Begnaud, Chris Landes 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
All members are asked to remain after worship this morning for the annual 
congregational meeting.  You will be electing three council members, discussing and voting 
on approval of the 2024 budget and a voting to approve spending the necessary funds to repair 
the basement. For those attending from home the Zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85314964540?pwd=UW5kRlVQL2xXc3RmbHhUTjhPd25Ldz09 
the ID 853 1496 4540 and password: 263636 
 
Place your poinsettia order! Forms are in the Narthex. This year you have four color options: 
red, white, pink or marble.  Deadline for ordering is tomorrow Dec. 11. The plants will adorn 
the sanctuary Christmas Eve. You may take your plants home after the 11PM service or the 
following week. 
 
Free Advent devotional booklets and calendars are available on the table in the Narthex. 
 
Midweek Holden Evening prayer services continue this Wednesday, at 7PM. All are welcome. 
 
The Angel Tree is up in the Narthex.  Each angel has gift suggestions for a specific child.  You 
may choose as many angels as you like.  Purchase the gifts, wrap them and make sure each and 
every gift is clearly labeled with the child’s information (i.e.: FAM-MTOWN #1). Return them 
to the church, placing them under the tree, by December 13th.  This is a hard deadline. 
 
This Tuesday, December 12 at 7PM, Trinity will host a concert by Shenandoah Valley Chamber 
Orchestra. Plan to attend this wonderful evening of music. 
  
The Lutheran Church Women (LCW) and the Sewing for the Savior group will have their annual 
Christmas luncheon on Tuesday, December 12, 1:00PM at Italian Touch in Middletown. All 
women of Trinity are welcome. If you’d like to go, please contact Hilda Painter (540-539-5721) 
or Deb Wickboldt (614-477-2430). 
 
Plan ahead.  Dec. 31 falls on a Sunday this year.  All donations you wish to be attributed to the 
2023 tax year, must be in by that date.  Keep in mind, the church office will be closed between December 
25 and Jan. 2, so donations mailed in may not be received until after the deadline. 
 
Christmas eve falls on the 4th Sunday in Advent this year.  Trinity will have it’s regular Sunday 
morning worship at 9:30AM, which will be a liturgy for the 4th Sunday in Advent.  At 11PM 
there will be a service of Candlelight Holy Communion for Christmas Eve. 
 
Inclement weather policy: during winter months if the weather on a Sunday is questionable, 
please check your email. A mass email, like the weekly emails, will be sent if services are 
cancelled.  Council members will form a phone tree to contact those without email. 


