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PRELUDE Creator of the Stars of Night ~ Arr. Don Freudenburg

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
tullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing  be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  carth. Set ev - 'ty peak and val - ley hum - ming

trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo - ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE congregation sings refrain and “let us pray to the Lord”, pastor sings the verses
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nour-ish our souls . withyour bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

One of the best-known custonms for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the
midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens
15 clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians
use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles
mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.



BLESSING Kim Begnaud, Chris Landes
Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and
blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free.

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great
things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus.

O ransomed people of the Lord, come,

let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing. Amen.

All Earth is Hopeful, v. 3 ELW 266
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clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litdrgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Stephan Aker
A reading from Isaiah.
"The spitit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
“to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
“to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.



“For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
"Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
"'T will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God,;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
"For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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"When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”
“The LORD has done great | things for us,
and we are | glad indeed.
‘Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R
"Those who | sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
“Those who go out weeping, catry- | ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

"“Rejoice always, ' 'pray without ceasing, '“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Chtist Jesus for you. '"Do not quench the Spirit. ’Do not despise the words of prophets,
“'but test everything; hold fast to what is good; ““abstain from every form of evil.



“May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. “"The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. "He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.

"This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, “Who are you?” “'He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” ' And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”” He said, “T am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” ““Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” “'He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

“Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. “"They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” “John answered them, “I baptize
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, “'the one who is coming after me; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” *"This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden



HYMN OF THE DAY We Are Waiting for Jesus
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent-ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION/COMMISSIONING OF LEADERS IN THE CONGREGATION
The assembly is seated. The presiding ninister addresses the assenbly.

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership on the
Trinity Congregation Council.

Roger Wickboldt (2024) Mistie McPadalin (2024) Mike Pyne (2024)
Carole Pfisterer (2025) Dorrie Greene (2025)
Jim Hall (2026) Marianne Watson Kowis (2026) David Reichert (2026)

We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers
will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.



A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

The presiding minister continues.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust on the Trinity Congregation Council.

In general: “The Congregation Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of
this congregation, and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything be done in
accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.” (Trinity Constitution, C12.04.)

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness,
service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider
church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be
glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the Congregation Council to which you
have been elected?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding ninister addresses the assembl.
People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ
has given to all who are baptized?

We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await
God’s day of restoration.

Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear witness to the great
things you have done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and as we are sent.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Our eyes are open and we know we must protect
forests, orchards, rainforests, and all wooded areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us
grateful for their gifts of oxygen, food, shade, and shelter. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and good
deeds for all who are in need especially for Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Karen, Bobby
and others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Provide for all without
adequate housing, food, employment, or access to health care. Empower us as helpers and
advocates. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society. Bless
leaders in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of peacemakers,
advocates, and especially those whose voices are ignored or marginalized. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and
everlasting mercy. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

E"L—“E OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING

Come, Lord Jesus  Oliver Tarney (b. 1984) Trinity Choir
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in onr
el /ives. The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the
world around us. Y ou may provide your offering in person, scan the OR code adjacent or send it by mail. We
thank_you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands.

OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 253
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he came down that we may have love; hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,

through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

tull of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those commmuning from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor
acknowledges those at home and says: “Lake and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and

shed for you.” Then you may partake.




COMMUNION SONG

ELW 243

Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt.
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
SONGS DURING COMMUNION Lost in the Night
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I Lost in the night do the peo - ple yet lan - guish,
2 Must we be wvain - ly a - wait - ing the mor - row?
3 Sor - row - ing wan - d’rers, in dark - ness yet dwell - ing,
4 Light o’er the land of the need - vy is beam - ing;
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giv - ing no heed to our bur - den of sor - row?
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you help us soon? Will you help wus soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!



He Came Down ELW 253

N u 33— . L
.
|
|

fna”‘fj} 3 iiﬁ‘fj}d' 2 f—r—'tﬁi
' | |

J

| 1NN
| 10N

I Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;

0 4 33— 3

Y & K o —— I PR — I

7« et [

 {an o e e i Fﬁ?—.lﬁ—ﬁ#—,!ﬁjj =D
et [ [ | 1 | ® 11 et &

he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace * bless you now and forever. Amen.
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Prepare the Royal Highway

arr. David Schelat

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030,
Streaming lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 Augsburg
Fortress; Prelude: © 2013 Leupold Editions, Inc.; Offertory ©2017 Oxford Univ. Press; Postlude ©2021 Birnamwood Publications

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736 Dial 1-301-715-8592 US
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




TRENDING @ TRINITY

This morning’s Noisy Offering will be giving to Trinity’s Community Outreach in order to help
pay for last minute gifts and necessities of the Angel Tree.

Midweek Holden Evening prayer services continue this Wednesday, at 7PM. All are welcome.
Plan now. Dec. 31 falls on a Sunday this year. All donations you wish to be attributed to the

2023 tax year, must be in by that date. Keep in mind, the church office will be closed between Decermber
25 and Jan. 2, so donations mailed in may not be received until after the deadline.

Christmas eve falls on the 4™ Sunday in Advent this year. Trinity will have its regular Sunday
morning worship at 9:30AM, which will be a liturgy for the 4* Sunday in Advent. At 11PM
there will be a service of Candlelight Holy Communion for Christmas Eve.

The Angel Tree is now the Tree of Warmth, ready for your donations of hats, gloves and
scarves.

Inclement weather policy: during winter months if the weather on a Sunday is questionable,
please check your email. A mass email, like the weekly emails, will be sent if services are
cancelled. It will also be posted on the website and Facebook. Council members will form a
phone tree to contact those without email.

This week: Greeters: David & Pam Reichert, Reader: Stephan Aker: Comm. Asst. Mary
Anderson; Advent Wreath: Kim Begnaud, Chris Landes

Next week: Greeters: David & Pam Reichert; Reader: Darla Wolf; Comm. Asst. Bob Lowden;
Advent Wreath: the Wolf family

Christmas Eve, 11PM: Greeter: May Anderson; Reader: Marcie Stern; Comm. Assts.: Bob
Lowden, Darla Wolf



