
PRELUDE    Prelude       J.R. Grosjean (1815-1888) 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG      Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters    ELW 445 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us 
in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 



FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5             Raeann Patterson 
A reading from Genesis. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
 
 

 
 
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
 
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from Acts. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 



to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                The Reverend Deanna Boynton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    Baptized and Set Free      ELW 453 

 
 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness. Uplift leaders 
to share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live into the promises of 
baptism, working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 



God of thunder and mighty waters Guide us as we restore the rivers in which your children are 
baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers of the land to 
cherish your good works. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community. Raise up 
leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as they lead 
in love. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We know we are to protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Help us 
accompany those separated from family or hurting from broken relationships, shelter our 
unhoused neighbors and any experiencing poverty and protect those incarcerated in prisons and 
detention centers. We ask that you give peace to the sick and suffering especially Shirley, 
Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, the Pyne family, Christi, Earl and Paula and others we name now 
(worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in accompanying, 
learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins, following the example of Jesus. God 
of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  Song Over the Waters Marty Haugen   Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering 
today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide 
your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your 
monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 

hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION        ELW 885 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and 
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION         Baptized in Water ELW 456 
  

 



Wade in the Water            ELW 459 
 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May Christ the Son be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world. And the 
blessing our God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with you always. Amen. 
 
 



SENDING SONG    God, Whose Almighty Word     ELW 673 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Marche          Marcel Rouher (1800’s-1900’s) 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, 
Streaming lic. 20167089  Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 Augsburg 
Fortress; Offertory ©1987 GIA Pub.;  Prelude & Postlude Public Domain 
 
This week: Greeters: David & Pam Reichert, Reader: Raeann Patterson: Comm. Asst.: Emily 
Patterson 
Next week: Greeters: Roger & Deb Wickboldt; Reader: Barry Hockenberry; Comm. Asst.: Deb 
Wickboldt 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
This morning we welcome Chaplain Deanna Boynton.  She is a chaplain at Winchester Medical 
Center.  It has been some time since Chaplain Boynton has been here at Trinity, please make her 
feel welcome.  
 
If you have not received your 2024 offering envelopes, please speak to Michael Lambert ((540) 
539-8631). 
 
Sewing for the Savior will meet Tuesday in room 204 at 9:30AM.  Anyone with an interest in 
hand sewing quilts is welcome. 
 
Lutheran Church Women will meet Tuesday at 11:30AM in the parish hall.  All women are 
welcome.  
 
All ladies in Sewing for the Savior and LCW and all members of the Property Team are invited 
to attend a meeting with Brandon Benko, of Blue Ridge Metalworks, who is designing the hand 
railing for our church.  Brandon will be at Trinity on Wednesday, January 10th at 9 am to meet 
with us to discuss the design and materials for the hand railing.  We’d love to have you join us!  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Deb Wickboldt at 614-477-2430. 
 
This month’s Noisy Offering will be collected on Sunday the 21st and will be donated to the 
Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter (WATTS).  
 
During Pastor JMe’s Time of Renewal, the congregation will also be having a Time for Renewal.  
The Congregation Council will be leading a Bible Study entitled Walking Together: Ministry 
Renewal Conversations.  It will be held in the Parish Hall around 9:50 and will run 20-30 
minutes for the next 5 Sundays. Everyone is encouraged to attend and participate. 
 
It will be led by the following people: 
 Jan 7 - Roger Wickboldt, Psalm 46 
 Jan 14 - Dave Reichert, Colosians 3:12-17 
 Jan 21 - Pastor May, Luke 24:13-35 
 Jan 28 - Dorrie Greene, Romans 12:9-21 
 Feb 4 - Jim Hall, Exodus 16:2-12 
 
Inclement weather policy: during winter months if the weather on a Sunday is questionable, 
please check your email. A mass email, like the weekly emails, will be sent if services are 
cancelled.  Council members will form a phone tree to contact those without email. 
 
During Pastor JMe’s Time of Renewal (now until Feb. 12) if you have a pastoral emergency 
within regular office hours (Monday through Thursday 8AM-1PM) please call the church and 
Brenda will see that care is provided.  Outside of those hours, please call Council President 



Roger Wickboldt (614-477-2431). In an emergency, Brenda or Roger will contact Pastor Melissa 
May.  She is a native of the Shenandoah Valley and a resident of Harrisonburg,  Melissa is a 
graduate of Gettysburg Seminary (United Lutheran Seminary). After that time, much of the 
ministry she took part in was in northern Canada and Alaska. Melissa now teaches at Eastern 
Mennonite University in the Intensive English Program and regularly supply preaches at various 
congregations. She will be at Trinity on January 21. 
 


