
PRELUDE        Prelude           J.R. Grosjean (1815-1888) 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG vs. 1, all; vs. 2, men; vs. 3, women; vs. 4-5, all  

Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult            ELW 696 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 
benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10       Barry Hockenberry 
A reading from 1 Samuel. 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare 
in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 
he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 
LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 



got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the 
LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. 
 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  read responsively 
 1LORD, you have searched me out; 
  O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in 
your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! 



Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which 
you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked 
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON             The Reverend Deanna Boynton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons        ELW 798 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessings on the church, 
the world, and all of creation.  
 

Encourage the ministry of the church and her people, God of truth. Let church leaders embody 
Christ’s love by being trustworthy stewards of resources reaching out to those in need of hope, 
community, and healing.  God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

We delight and marvel in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil.  
Strengthen us to be embodied instruments of your healing for the hurting creation, especially 
where human greed has led to habitat loss and disaster for poor people and wildlife.  God of 
grace, receive our prayer.  
 

May leaders of every neighborhood and nation serve faithfully, God of wisdom.  Embody with 
in them your vision for justice and unity.  Give each of us hearts, hands and voices to promote 
equality. Help us to be instruments of hope for those on the margins of society. God of grace, 
receive our prayer.  
 

Open our hearts to any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You know our inner 
hearts, change our hearts and minds so that we can embody your love to those who are 
oppressed, victims of racism or bias of any kind, and all who long for respite or restoration; 
especially Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Christi, Earl and Paula and other we name now 
(worshippers many add names silently or aloud). God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired and empowered 
to do your work in the world embodying the promises of our baptismal relationship with you, 
God of unity. Make us powerful builders of an inclusive caring community.  God of grace, 
receive our prayer.  
 

We remember all who had died and are at peace among the saints, trusting God of resurrection. 
We remember The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose faithful advocacy for peace and 
justice continues to embolden the church.  God of grace, receive our prayer.  
 

Other prayers may be offered now.  
 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  Song Over the Waters Marty Haugen   Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only 
your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, 

fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 



OFFERING PRESENTATION  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          ELW 885 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION   Take My Life, That I May Be       ELW 685 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Children of the Heavenly Father: Tryggare kan ingen vara              ELW 781 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for 
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May Christ the Son be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world. And the 
blessing our God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with you always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG   How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord          ELW 580 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Marche               Marcel Rouher (1800’s-1900’s) 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089; Offertory ©1987 GIA Pub.;  Prelude & Postlude Public Domain   
 
 
 
This week: Greeters: Roger & Deb Wickboldt, Reader: Barry Hockenberry: Comm. Asst.: Deb 
Wickboldt 
Next week: Greeters: Dorrie Greene; Reader: Dorrie Greene; Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
This morning we welcome the Reverend Bill Boldin.  Hi s is retired from his chaplaincy work 
at the Village at Orchard Ridge and is currently starting his own business, EML, Excellence in 
Ministry and Leadership Coaching.  
 
If you have not received your 2024 offering envelopes, please speak to Michael Lambert ((540) 
539-8631). 
 
This month’s Noisy Offering will be collected on Sunday the 21st and will be donated to the 
Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter (WATTS).  
 
During Pastor JMe’s Time of Renewal, the congregation will also be having a Time for 
Renewal.  The Congregation Council will be leading a Bible Study entitled Walking Together: 
Ministry Renewal Conversations.  It will be held in the Parish Hall around 10:50 and will run 
20-30 minutes for the next 5 Sundays. Everyone is encouraged to attend and participate. 
 
It will be led by the following people: 
 Jan 14 - Dave Reichert, Colossians 3:12-17 
 Jan 21 - Pastor May, Luke 24:13-35 
 Jan 28 - Dorrie Greene, Romans 12:9-21 
 Feb 4 - Jim Hall, Exodus 16:2-12 
 
 
During Pastor JMe’s Time of Renewal (now until Feb. 12) if you have a pastoral emergency 
within regular office hours (Monday through Thursday 8AM-1PM) please call the church and 
Brenda will see that care is provided.  Outside of those hours, please call Council President 
Roger Wickboldt (614-477-2431). In an emergency, Brenda or Roger will contact Pastor 
Melissa May.  She is a native of the Shenandoah Valley and a resident of Harrisonburg,  Melissa 
is a graduate of Gettysburg Seminary (United Lutheran Seminary). After that time, much of the 
ministry she took part in was in northern Canada and Alaska. Melissa now teaches at Eastern 
Mennonite University in the Intensive English Program and regularly supply preaches at 
various congregations. She will  be at Trinity on January 21. 
 
Inclement weather policy: during winter months if the weather on a Sunday is 
questionable, please check your email. Council will determine if services are cancelled 
by 7:30AM on that Sunday then a mass email, like the weekly emails, will be sent if 
services are cancelled.  Council members will form a phone tree to contact those 
without email. 
 


