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PRELUDE Why Should I Then Grieve?  Johann Walther (1684-1748)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Restore in Us, O God ELW 328
0+ 5 . ! | . . — -
',L\j/m - ‘I_ J - = J al- 'I | — r ia F
1 Re - store 1n us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0 Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
0 . | | |
e s — i 1 |
AN\IV4 I I I I r * d I .I ” é AI al-
J T ' - g

new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers.
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Roger Wickboldt
A reading from Jeremiah.

""The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. “'But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
“No longer shall they teach one anothert, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12 = ' "

Cre-ate in me God.
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'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
“Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
‘For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
'Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R
“Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mothet’s womb.
‘Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
‘Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be put- | er than snow.
“Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R
’Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
"Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
"'Cast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spit- | it from me.
“Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R



SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

A reading from Hebrews.

"Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who
said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
‘as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

'In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears,
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. "Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; "and
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,
"having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 12:20-33

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

“’Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. “"They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” “Philip
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. “Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. *'Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. “"Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life. ““Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honot.

““Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—Father, save me from this hout’» No,
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. “Father, glotify your name.” Then a voice
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” "The crowd standing there
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” "Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. "'Now is the judgment of this
wotld; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. “And I, when I am lifted up from the
carth, will draw all people to myself.” “"He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden

HYMN OF THE DAY Seed That in Earth Is Dying ELW 330
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Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929 SAKORN SOM D@R | JORDEN
Music: Harald Herresthal, b. 1944 7676876

Tr. © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh
Music @ Norsk Musikforlag

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks for the
means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative
gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Help us to preserve the rich
and complex diversity of living things and support local, national, and international efforts to
protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who challenge
oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social justice, and the
welfare of children. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing estrangement,
conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and comfort all who are
vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence in this
congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in treatment,
or ill especially Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Juanita, Carl, Bobby, and Bill and others we
name now (worshippers many add names silently or alond). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us especially Patrick,
missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today. Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

E"L-“E OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING (benefits Blue Ridge Area Food Pantry)
There in God’s Garden Robert B. Fatlee

Wk Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our
lives. The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around
us. You may provide your offering in person, scan the OR code adjacent or send it by mail. We thank you for
sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further onr mission to share Jesus’
love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with onr hands.



OFFERING PRESENTATION

Create in Me a Clean Heart (Capers)
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and re - new a right spir - it with - in me.

Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless

us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and
shed for you.” Then you may partatke.



COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

SONGS DURING COMMUNION Now the Silence ELW 460
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Now the Fa - ther’s bless - ing Now Now Now

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: NOW, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW 545
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Toccata Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643)

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLIL, copyright Lic.
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory ©2000 Augsburg Fortress; Prelude & Postlude Public Domain

This week: Greeter: Deb Wickboldt, Reader: Roger Wickboldt; Comm. Asst.: David Reichert
Next week: Greeter: Hilda Painter; Reader: Hilda Painter; Comm. Asst.:

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM  Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736 Dial 1-301-715-8592 US
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live

Irending at Trinity
There will be a congregational meeting following worship on April 7 to discuss and vote on
railings leading to the chancel. Watch your email or mail for more information in days to
come.

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. Those able are asked to gather in the upper parking lot at the
corner of Main and Fairfax Streets where the service will begin then process into the sanctuary.
Those unable to stand for an extended time are welcome to take a pew in the sanctuary.



TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Invites you to Holy Week Services

MARCH 24, PALM SuNDAY: 9:30AM
MARCH 28, MAUNDY THURSDAY: 7.00PM
MARcH 29, Goop Fripay: 7.200PM
MARcH 31, EAsTER SunDAY: 9:30AM

VIRTUAL WORSHIP VIA FACEBOOK:
TRINITYLUTHERANCHURCHSTEPHENSCITYVA

ALL ARE INVITED TO TRINITY'S EASTER BAzZAAR
FEATURING LOCAL CRAFT PERSONS
SATURDAY MARCH 23, 9AM-2PM

810 FAIRFAX ST, STEPHENS CiTY, VA
OFFICE@TRINITYCHURCHVIRGINIA.ORG

This Wednesday is the last of the soup suppers followed by a Taizé service at 7PM. Everyone
is encouraged to participate.

Food pantry donation request this month: canned peas. Your donations are always most
welcome; however, we do ask you remember a few important guidelines: no personal hygiene
or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of any kind (this includes
unopened items that are in an opened multipack), and please check expiration date and make
sure it is at least one year away. The black bin for donations is located in the front stairwell.

Today’s Noisy Offering will benefit the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. The Blue Ridge Area
Food Bank and its charitable food assistance network of partners serve guests living with
hunger across 25 counties and 8 cities on either side of the Blue Ridge. With the help of more
than 400 pantry and program partners, they provide nutritious food to well over 100,000
people each month. Partners include pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, schools, community
centers, health clinics, and more.

The March community meal is on the 27" Menu: fish, broccoli, green beans, dessert. Sign up
list for those wishing to help is posted in the parish hall.

The second quarter of the Christ in Our Home devotional booklets are in the rack in the
Narthex. These are free daily devotional booklets for anyone who would like to have one.



