
PRELUDE   Voluntary   Simon Stubley (1754) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG          With High Delight Let Us Unite       ELW 368 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ 
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 
A reading from Acts. 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 133 read responsively 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
A reading from 1 John. 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If 
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY     We Walk by Faith            ELW 635 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near to 
us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to your 
love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all 
growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and nurture 
plants into life. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and other 
first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every person, that 
no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 



Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for an 
end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all 
who cry out in suffering or pain especially Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Bobby, 
and Bill and others we name now (worshippers many add names silently or aloud). God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, and 
other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. 
Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you especially Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gospel. Grant us your 
peace amid our fears. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING    Voluntary   Maurice Greene (1696-1755) 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION      Love Creates the Humblest Act v. 3          ELW 360 

 
 

 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places  … 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, 
but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at home and says: “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good.” Then you may partake. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION              Come to the Table                                  ELW 481 

 



Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands                 ELW 370 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 



SENDING SONG    Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing            ELW 389 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Christ is Alive    Iteke Prins (b. 1937) 
 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089; Prelude & Offertory Public Domain.; Postlude: ©2013 Leupold Editions, Inc. 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
This week: Greeter: Pam Reichert; Reader & Comm. Asst.: Darla Wolf 
Next week: Greeter: Deb Wi8ckboldt; Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by the Lutheran Church 
Women in memory of Ann Vermillion. 
 
Sewing for the Savior will meet Tuesday at 9:30AM in room 204.  This group welcomes all who 
wish to do hand sewing of lap quilts. (The fellowship and treats are an added bonus.) 
 
Lutheran Church Women is open to all women and will meet Tuesday at 11:30AM in the 
parish hall.  
 
This Wednesday Trinity hosts a Synod Conference Cluster. The Virginia Synod of the ELCA is 
divided into Conferences, Trinity is a part of the Northern Valley Conference. This Cluster 
gathering will allow pastors of neighboring conferences to gather with one another and 
members of the Synod staff for planning and fellowship. 
 
On April 21 the April Noisy Offering will benefit the Red Wagon Ministry. This ministry’s 
mission statement reads: “To share the love of Christ, by providing disposable baby diapers 
and adult hygiene products for low-income families. Through the principle of good 
stewardship we endeavor to distribute the blessings supplied to our organization with the local 
community.” 
 
The April Community meal will be on the 24th. The menu is ham, scalloped potatoes, green 
beans and dessert. Those wishing to provide labor and/or food are welcome to sign up on the 
list that will be posted in the parish hall.  Financial donations may be made as well, please write 
“Community Meal” on the memo line of your check and place it in the offering plate. 
 
 


