
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE         Verset for the Kyrie       Alexandre Boëly (1785-1858) 
 
GATHERING SONG vs. 1-4, 7 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing ELW 362 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12        Sue Teal 
A reading from Acts. 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name 
did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people 
and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.” 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23     The Lord's My Shepherd              ELW 778 

 



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
A reading from 1 John. 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide 
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take 
it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                       Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY     Have No Fear, Little Flock             ELW 764 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another. 
Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and serve alongside global 
companions as equal partners and coworkers in the gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, researchers, 
conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that 
we may be better stewards of the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in solving conflicts, 
and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to 
use such power for good. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 



Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, victims of 
domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised immune systems. We 
pray especially for Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Marcie, Bobby, and others we 
name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Guide communities to actively care for 
people who are vulnerable. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us away from 
things that distract us from following you. Invite us to deeply love and serve people who are 
lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith including Anselm of Canterbury and all 
who labored to help generations understand the good news of the gospel. Strengthen us to 
share the good news in our own day. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING 
     Christ Lag In Todesbanden         Heinrich Schneidemann (1596-1603) 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 

world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We 
thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION    Love Consecrates the Humblest Act  v.3          ELW 360 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



DIALOGUE  

 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 



Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to 
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 

 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION        He Leadeth Me  

 
 



Have Thine Own Way, Lord  

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

 



SENDING SONG    On Our Way Rejoicing             ELW 537 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Sortie   Clément Loret (1833-1909) 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory ©1984 GIA Pub.; Prelude, Offertory, Postlude: Public Domain; cover photo: Lamb in Groningen, Netherlands by Ger Bosma.  2022 
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Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-
8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 



 
 
 
 
 
This morning’s Noisy Offering will benefit the Red Wagon Ministry. This ministry’s mission 
statement reads: “To share the love of Christ, by providing disposable baby diapers and adult 
hygiene products for low-income families. Through the principle of good stewardship, we 
endeavor to distribute the blessings supplied to our organization with the local community.” 
 
Repairs to the foundation beneath the sanctuary begin tomorrow and will continue for two to 
three weeks.  
 
Saturday, April 27 is this year’s Synod Assembly.  It will be entirely online.  Trinity’s lay 
delegates are Dorrie Greene and Mike Pyne.  
 
The April Community meal will be on the 24th. The menu is ham, scalloped potatoes, green 
beans and dessert. Those wishing to provide labor and/or food are welcome to sign up on the 
list that will be posted in the parish hall.  Financial donations may be made as well, please write 
“Community Meal” on the memo line of your check and place it in the offering plate. 
 
Food pantry donation request for April: canned corn. Your donations are always most 
welcome; however, we do ask you remember a few important guidelines: no personal hygiene 
or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of any kind (this includes 
unopened items that are in an opened multipack), and please check expiration date and make 
sure it is at least one year away. The black bin for donations is located in the front stairwell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week: Greeter: Maxine Rogers, Reader: Sue Teal; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson 
Next week: Greeter:       ; Reader: Ray Stuehmeier; Comm. Asst.: David Reichert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


