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in my love

JOHN 15:9

The Art of Letting Go 11 by Cody F. Miller. Copyright © Cody F. Miller. Al rights reserved. Used by permission of the artist. www, codyfmiller.com

PRELUDE Kyrie Frescobaldi (1583-1643)
GATHERING SONG I Come with Joy ELW 482
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I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
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N | come with Chris - ians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Chrst breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er

5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



0
)" A
— s
i/ Ol 7 & v [/]
4 ’
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cv.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - Iu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 1 Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb

who was slain, whose blood set us free  to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1ia, al-le - lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
0 u
[ 4. TN T I I I | I I |
w] * [ . H
strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. 4 For the Lamb who was
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
0w Final refrain
- T {1 I e ; —1
I\‘_JU 1 I 1 1 : .I 1 y 5' I UI‘
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - ida, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 Bob Lowden
A reading from Acts.

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “'The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for they heard them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter said, *"“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we haver” “So he ordered them to be baptized in the

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Shout with joy to the Lorp, all you lands.
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'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
’O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
“You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
‘Shout with joy to the LORD, ! all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R
“Sing to the LORD ! with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
‘With trumpets and the sound ! of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
“Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth.
"The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R



SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from 1 John.
'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves
the patrent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and obey his commandments. ‘For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, ‘“for whatever is born of God
conquers the wotld. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. "Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

“This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. "If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. ''T have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.

““This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. "No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. '"You are my friends if you do
what I command you. T do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father. “You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. ''T am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden



HYMN OF THE DAY Sing twice This is My Commandment
Pamela Beall, Susan Nipp

THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT
John 15:12
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit
and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical
and interreligious partners. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every
kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your
creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that
they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and
cooperation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety,
depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another.
We pray especially for Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Hadley, John, Bobby, and
others we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, that
we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council
members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

E T E OFFERING The Peace of the Lord Anders Ruuth Trinity Choir

. g g Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives. The
oﬁmng today will prowde mppoﬁ for the ministries of Trinity both /wa/ﬁ/ ﬂﬂd in the world around us. You may

your monetary gifts but also yom gifts of time and talent to Sfurther our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship,
Jellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with onr hands.

OFFERING PRESENTATION Love Consecrates the Humblest Act vs. 3 ELW 360
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Love serves and will - ing stoops to serve; what Christ in  love so true
0 : , :
)" A I 1 I Y 4 4 I | I
@'b ﬁ 4 . Jd J o ! | I i — — — |
| | [ J — — O
J J & &
has free-ly done for onc and all, let wus now glad - ly do!

Text: Silas B. McManus, 1845-1917
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 17601842



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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n t T
M—J 5 ! — ——— e i — I Py
~ F

I ¥ ! | I I [”) ~
—

comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and
shed for you.” Then you may partafke.

COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.




SONGS DURING COMMUNION Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ELW 708
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Je - su, Je - su, fill us with your love, show
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us how to serve the  neigh-bors we have from you.
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:

n Refrain
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.
he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an FEas - ter life,

The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spair he turned to blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u - ni - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Hal - le - Iu - jah!
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © John B. Geyer.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Jubilant March W. Reynolds (1861-1922)

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLIL, copyright Lic.
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory © Augsburg Fortress.; Prelude & Postlude Public Domain; This is My Commandment Wee Sing Bible Songs Price/Stern/Sloan Pub. ©1987



TRENDING @ TRINITY

Summer is coming! Beginning in June worship will begin with a sing along of hymns suggested
by you. Instead of using the booklets used in the past few years, you are asked to browse
through the ELIW, With One 1 oice and Worship and Praise Songbook. 1f you find one or more
hymns you’d like to sing this summer, there are suggestion slips on the organ console for you
to write them down. There is also a basket for you to place the completed slips into. Ricky will
go through all the suggestions, and we’ll do our very best to include every one.

Food pantry donation request for May: canned green beans. Your donations are always most
welcome; however, we do ask you remember a few important guidelines: no personal hygiene
or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of any kind (this includes
unopened items that are in an opened multipack), and please check expiration date and make
sure it is at least one year away. The black bin for donations is located in the front stairwell.

Synod Assembly report: Pastor JMe, Dorrie Greene, and Mike Pyne gathered in Trinity’s parish
hall last Saturday to participate via Zoom in the annual Virginia Synod Assembly. Here is a
brief summary taken from the VA Synod longer report. For details or questions speak to
Dortrie, Mike or Pastor. Over 300 Lutherans around the Virginia Synod gathered online via
Zoom for the 2024 Virginia Synod Assembly. The Synod welcomed The Rev. Tim Brown,
Director of Congregational Stewardship of the ELCA, as our Churchwide Representative. The
Assembly elected leaders to serve on the Synod Council, the Consultation Committee, as voting
members at the 2025 Churchwide Assembly, and to serve on the ELCA Church Council. They
approved the 2025 Investment in Ministry Plan and the Compensation Guidelines for 2025.
Bishop Milton and the Synod Officers shared their reports. The Assembly approved a
resolution submitted to encourage care for creation. The resolution submitted on privileged
associate membership was withdrawn by the author of the resolution. Suzanna Carr (First
English, Richmond) presented a report from Asher Porter (Our Savior, Christiansburg),
president of the Lutheran Youth Organization. The report shared the impact of the youth
ministry of the Virginia Synod providing updates on Synod events.

This week: Greeter: Deb Wickboldt; Reader & Comm. Asst.: Bob Lowden
Next week: Greeter:; Reader: Marcie Stern; Comm. Asst.:

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736 Dial 1-301-715-8592 US
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




