
 
 
PRELUDE   Breathe on Us, Spirit of God  Douglas Wagner   Trinity Chimes 
 
GATHERING SONG     Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord           ELW 395 
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PRESENTATION 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us 
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
Parent of the children presents them for baptism saying: 
We present Jensen Whitley, Larry Dean and Memphis Benjamin for baptism. 
 

Pastor addresses the children   
Jensen, Larry and Memphis, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 
you desire to be baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
 

Pastor addresses the parent of the children  
As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with them among God's faithful people, 
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in their hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture them in faith and prayer, 
so that your children may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Jensen, Larry and Memphis and pray for them  in this 
new life in Christ?   
We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
To the parent: 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
To all present: 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people 
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power 
of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
Jensen Whitley/Larry Dean/Memphis Benjamin, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new 
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  Sustain Jensen, Larry and Memphis with 
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Jensen Whitley/Larry Dean/Memphis Benjamin, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
A baptismal candle is lit from the paschal candle for the children and a representative of congregation says: 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us 
this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

ACTS 2: 1-21: A DRAMATIC READING FOR PENTECOST 
By Ervina Boeve  The dramatic reading on these pages was prepared by Ervina Boeve, professor of Speech at Calvin College 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, for the Conference on Liturgy and Music at Calvin Seminary, August 1985.  
 

1st Narrator:  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 

2nd Narrator:  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 
one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: 
 

1st Voice:  Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 
 

2nd Voice:  Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 
 

3rd Voice:  Parthians, 
 

4th Voice:  Medes, 
 

5th Voice:  Elamites; 
 

6th Voice:  residents of Mesopotamia, 
 

7th Voice:  Judea, 
 

8th Voice:  and Cappadocia; 
 

9th Voice:  Pontus 
 

10th Voice:  and Asia, 
 

11th Voice:  Phrygia 
 

12th Voice:  and Pamphylia, 
 

13th Voice:  Egypt 
 

14th Voice:  and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; 
 

15th Voice:  visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
 

16th Voice:  Cretans 
 

17th Voice:  and Arabs— 
 

18th Voice:  we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues! 
 

2nd Narrator: Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
 

All:  What does this mean? 
1st Narrator: Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine." 
 



2nd Narrator:  Then Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and addressed the crowd: 
 

Peter:  Fellow Jews and all of you who are in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 
No, this is what was spoken by God through the prophet Joel: 
 

Joel:  In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood 
and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved. 
  
PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season. R 
 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works. R 
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah! R 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I 
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it 
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about 
sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                       Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading: Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema   ELW 401 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      Christine Cornwell 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal life on 
our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you have made. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts, that they 
work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in elections wisdom and 
discernment. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse and 
exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way especially for Shirley, 
Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Hadley, Bobby, and others we name now (worshippers may add 
names silently or aloud).  God of grace, hear our prayer. 



For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for acolytes and 
communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, for all who prepare and clean our worship 
space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us 
in the faith. At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones, that we might feast forever 
with all the saints in light. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING (Benefits Newtown History Center) 
   Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me   arr. K. Lee Scott      Trinity Choir 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 

world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We 
thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION       Love Consecrates the Humblest Act  vs. 3          ELW 360 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIALOGUE  

 
 
PREFACE   
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 



 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG   

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION   Spirit of Gentleness         ELW 396 

 



 Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the 
body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this 
congregation.  Sarah King, Hal and Janet Avery have come to our congregation from other 
worshiping communities. 
 

The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. 
We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
Sisters and brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 



Those being welcomed respond. 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in 
Christ?  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Those being welcomed face the assembly.   
Let us welcome these sisters and brother in Christ to this community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to 
God and proclaim the good news to all the world. and in service to others. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    O Day Full of Grace            ELW 627 

 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      Toccata in E Minor     Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 
Augsburg Fortress; Prelude: ©2013 Lorenz Pub. Co.; Offertory ©1984 Augsburg Pub. House.; Postlude Public Domain; Reformed Worship 7 © March 1988 Worship 
Ministries of the Christian Reformed Church. Used by permission. https://www.reformedworship.org/article/march-1988/acts-2-1-21-dramatic-reading-pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This morning we welcome into membership through Holy Baptism, Jensen Whitley, Larry 
Dean and Memphis Benjamin King. We also welcome through Affirmation of Baptism Sarah 
King, and Hal and Janet Avery.   
 
Thank you to the many voices in our readings this morning. In order of “appearance”:  Susan 
Scheulen, Jim Hall, Debra Wickboldt, Loretta Koontz, Nan Righter, Larry Hughes, Pat 
Godding, Dorothée St. Germaine, Martha Cooley, Sandra deAzagra, Beverly Scheulen, Nancy 
Huffman, Sarah King, Hilda Painter, Beverly Scheulen, Ray Stuehmeier, Diann Dailey, Jensen 
King, Kavin Kowis, Marianne Watson, Jim Hall, Susan Scheulen, Jim Hall, Bonnie Wann and 
Roger Wickboldt. 
 
This morning’s Noisy offering will be donated to our neighbors, the Newtown History Center. 
The Newtown History Center offers museum exhibits and tours focusing on the people and 
events of Stephens City, Virginia’s long history. In addition to the exhibits located in the main 
museum, there also are interpretive displays in other buildings that discuss the town’s wagon 
making industry and an early twentieth century general store.  The Newtown History Center is 
maintained by the Stone House Foundation, a not-for-profit, tax-exempt, privately-operated 
organization governed by a board of directors. It was established in 1990 by the late Mildred 
Lee Grove, a life-long resident of Stephens City. 
 
 

Trinity will have a float (aka truck) in the Newtown Festival on May 25th. If you would like to 
walk along (in your God’s Work Our Hands t-shirt) and pass out brochures and trinkets, please 
speak to Mistie McPadalin or Kim Begnaud.  
 

Beginning in June worship will begin with a sing along of hymns suggested by you.  Instead of 
the booklets used in the past few years, you are asked to browse through the ELW, With One 
Voice and Worship and Praise Songbook. If you find one or more hymns you’d like to sing this 
summer, there are suggestion slips on the organ console for you to write down the hymnal and 



hymn number. There is also a basket for you to place the completed slips into.  Ricky will go 
through all the suggestions, and we’ll do our very best to include every one. 
 

The May Community meal will be held on the 29th.  Menu is lasagna, garlic bread, salad, and 
dessert.  Check the bulletin board in the parish hall for ways you can participate.  Financial 
contributions are always welcome as well. 
 

Food pantry donation request for May: canned green beans. Your donations are always most 
welcome; however, we do ask you remember a few important guidelines: no personal hygiene 
or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of any kind (this includes 
unopened items that are in an opened multipack), and please check expiration date and make 
sure it is at least one year away. The black bin for donations is located in the front stairwell. 
 
This week: Greeter: Sandra De Azagra; Reader: Christine Cornwell; Comm. Asst.: Debra 
Wickboldt 
Next week: Greeters: Tom & Nan Righter; Reader: Sue Teal; Comm. Asst.: David Reichert 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


