
PRESERVICE SINGING  WOV 711, 684 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 
miracles, the God of mercy. Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to 
share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather 
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us 
the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 
enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives life to 
the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that, 
strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:4-8                  Sue Teal 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
4[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary 
broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I 
am no better than my ancestors.”5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his 
head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 
7The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise 
the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 34:1-8 read responsively 
 1I will bless the LORD at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
 2I will glory in the LORD; 



  let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
 3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
  let us exalt God’s name together. 
 4I sought the LORD, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors.  
 5Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 
  and delivers them. 
 8Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God!  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
A reading from Ephesians. 
25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 
members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and 
work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no 
evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so 
that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 8:1-19 
The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness but will have the light of life." 



 13 Then the Pharisees said to him, "You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not 
valid." 
 14 Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid because I know where I 
have come from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 
 15 You judge by human standards;1 I judge no one. 
 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father1 
who sent me. 
 17 In your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. 
 18 I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf." 
 19 Then they said to him, "Where is your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither me nor my 
Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also."  
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON    I am the light of the world       Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   The Light of the World Is Jesus 

 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need. 
 

Reignite the prayer of the church. By your Spirit, and remembering Clare of San Damiano, who 
was known for her powerful prayer, root your church around the globe in prayer and spiritual 
practices. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We rely on the goodness of your creation in everything we do. We pray for trees that offer 
shade and for our fellow creatures that depend on the trees for shelter and food. Sustain the 
work of all who advocate for forests and wilderness areas. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Guide our leaders and nations with a spirit of justice and mercy. Let no evil come out of our 
mouths, but rather let us extend grace. We pray for our enemies. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Sustain feeding ministries and organizations such as ELCA World Hunger and our local food 
pantries. We work and pray for a day when hunger is no more. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

We pray for this congregation and for all who are gathered. Be present among anyone who 
cannot be with us today. Be with all who are hurting, grieving, or ill Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, 
Stephen, Barb, Hadley, Juanita, Nikki, and others close to our hearts (worshippers may add names 
silently or aloud). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only 
your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, 

fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 



OFFERING PRESENTATION sing twice To God Our Thanks We Give: Reamo leboga ELW 682 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become 
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PREFACE   
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor 
acknowledges those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and 
shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
 
 
 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION         I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say              ELW 611 

 
 
This Little Light of Mine                   ELW 677 

 
 
 
 
 



We Place upon Your Table, Lord                 ELW 467 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG    Light Dawns on a Weary World            ELW 726 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory .; Postlude  
 
This week: Greeters: Deb Wickboldt, Marianne Watson; Reader: Sue Teal; Comm. Asst.: Deb 
Wickboldt 
Next week: Greeter: Marianne Watson; Reader: Stephan Aker; Comm. Asst.: Carole Pfisterer 



 
 
Please extend a warm welcome back to our musician this morning, Melinda Russell. Melinda is 
a retired public school music teacher of 30 + years.  She received her Bachelor of Music (1976) 
and Masters in Music Education (1994) from Shenandoah Conservatory.  She has taught 
private piano for 53 years.  She has three children, three grandchildren and lives with her 
husband in Gore, VA. 
 

The Noisy offering next Sunday benefits MAMA – Middletown Area Mission Action Program 
that provides Blessing Bags to school children. 
 
Pastor JMe will be offering a training session on Sat, Aug. 31 at 10AM for anyone interested in 
being a Eucharistic Minister. Eucharistic Ministers take communion to those who are 
homebound. If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please speak to Pastor by 
August 28. 
 
Update from the church Treasurer: 
The deficit for July for the current fund was $ 8715.  This brings the YTD deficit in the current 
fund to $ 50,308.  This compared to a deficit of $ 34,178 for the seven months ending 
7/31/23.  The difference is in $ 7717 in current fund offerings and $ 8379 more in expenses.  
The majority coming from property expenses. 
 
Trinity's Friendship and Prayer Team would like everyone to know that we are lifting up Trinity 
and those on the prayer list.  We encourage you to submit your prayer requests using Trinity's 
prayer box located for your convenience to the right of the entrance to the sanctuary. Trinity's 
Prayer Team is respectful of everyone's privacy and seeks to uplift all needs to God, so please 
feel free to be as specific or as general as you like. 
 
Community Meal is August 28th at 5:30PM menu: subs & fixings, cold salads, dessert. Keep an 
eye on the bulletin board in the parish hall for the sign up list if you wish to provide a portion 
of the meal or lend your hands to help. Financial contributions are always welcome as well. 
  
Food pantry donation request for August is canned fruit. The black bin for donations is in the 
Narthex.  
 
Friendly reminders to one and all:  
Anytime you or a member of your family is hospitalized, please let the church office know.  
Pastor JMe can’t visit if she doesn’t know you’re there. Don’t rely on neighbors, friends or the 
grapevine to get word around. Make sure your family members know that if you are unable to 
reach out to the church, they should do it for you.  
 

Brenda’s office hours are 8AM-1PM Monday - Thursday.  Friday is also Pastor JMe’s day off.  
Contact info: 540-869-4019; office@trinitychurchvirginia; pastor@trinitychurchvirginia 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 



 
 


