
PRELUDE          All Glory be to God on High    Friedrich Zachau (1663-1712) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the  triune God, who loves us into being, calls us to 
community, and inspires us to love. Amen. 
 

Confronted by the law and called to life in the gospel, let us confess our 
sin before God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of love and community, we confess that we have not loved as 
God has loved us. We look to ourselves to fulfill your law. We seek to 
satisfy our own desires. We turn away from our neighbors and live 
for ourselves alone. Teach us again your statutes and help us to love 
your will, that in and through us your beloved community is made 
known. 
 

Beloved of God, love is the fulfillment of the law, and in Jesus, God’s love 
for you is made known. Through Jesus your sins are forgiven , and you 
are drawn into God’s love and life. Live fully, knowing that God loves 
you. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG vs. 1-4             Built on a Rock           ELW 652 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE           Glory to God: Gloria a Dios 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20      Susan Scheulen 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;  
then you showed me their evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 54 read responsively 
 1Save me, O God, by your name; 
  in your might, defend my cause. 
 2Hear my prayer, O God; 
  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 
  those who have no regard for God. 
 4Behold, God is my helper; 
  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 
  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  
 
PSALM RESPONSE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
A reading from James. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 
will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace.4: 
 1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come 
from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Halle, Halle, Hallelujah            ELW 172 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 
The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 



among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        Children of the Heavenly Father: Tryggare kan ingen vara        ELW 781 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s 
good creation, and all who are in need. 
 

Loving God, you welcome all at your table of grace. Instill in your church a spirit of humility 
and curiosity, that we embrace all who seek you. We pray especially for ministries of hospitality 
and faith formation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, you shape the world so there is more than enough for all. Curb our habits of 
overuse, and guide us toward more sustainable sources of energy, food, and water. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 



Gracious God, your peace brings justice and solidarity. Encourage peace among peoples, tribes, 
and nations; heal divisions in our country and local communities, that together we might 
cooperate for the good of all. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful God, you draw near to you all who are in need. Bring healing and wholeness to all who 
suffer especially Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Hadley, Juanita, Nikki, Odie Dan, 
Michael and those we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Transform 
economic, political, and social systems that oppress vulnerable people, especially systems of 
structural racism and generational poverty. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Transforming God, you accompany all through changes and transitions. Help us to see where 
you are calling this community to new ways of living the gospel promise; assure us that even as 
change brings loss, it also brings hope and life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING                  Children of the Heavenly Father       Dale Wood 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The 
offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only 
your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, 

fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERTORY PRESENTATION       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        ELW 884 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 



DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Honor, praise, glory and thanksgiving to you, God, our loving Creator. 
 

In the beginning you reached your hands into the earth and formed humanity in your own 
image. You breathed into us your own breath of love and gave us hearts and hands and voices 
to live your loving purpose in the world. 
 

Seeing the lonely creature of earth, you created a partner that we would know the joy of 
community. Throughout the history of your people, you never abandoned us, but brought us 
into community with one another and with you, and guided us through your prophets. 
With endless patience and love, you called to us time and again to return to life with you. 
 

In the fulfillment of all things, you came to us in Jesus, born into a human family, raised in a 
hometown, who gathered around himself a community formed by your love, and yearned to 
gather all people under the loving wings of a mother hen.  Sitting at dinner with friends and 
knowing one among them would break the bonds of love, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it; and gave it to his disciples saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Trusting in his promise to be among us whenever we gather in his name, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Gathered as your people, meeting in Jesus’ name, and preparing ourselves to feast upon Jesus’ 
very body and blood, we plead with all creation:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit upon this meal, the body and blood of Jesus, that we overflow with your 
selfless love. Turn us to face our neighbors, that by us and through us your love may be known 
in the world. Again, we beg: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All honor and praise and glory to you, 
God of creative, dirty hands, God of holy, wounded hands, 
God who strengthens and guides our hands, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges 
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may 
partake.      
 

COMMUNION SONGS                   ELW 199 

 



 God Extends an Invitation Nuestro Padre nos invita                         ELW 486 

 
 

 Here is Bread                ELW 483 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for 
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light            ELW 815 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   Beloved Christians, Now Rejoice                   J. Rembt (1749-1810) 



 
 
 
What does it mean to be a Lutheran in a crucial election year?  All are welcome to 
participate in this study, following worship.  As our faith informs our day-to-day lives, 
Lutherans recognize that “faith is active in love [and] love calls for justice in relationships and 
structures of society. We also know the church is called to be a community that prays, 
deliberates, and acts together when it comes to complex social issues. In this election year, how 
might our Lutheran faith shape our thinking, acting, and voting on major issues? Join us to 
learn and ponder some timely social teachings of the ELCA. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 28 at 10AM Pastor is having a new member brunch and class.  Anyone 
considering joining Trinity is encouraged to attend. Find out about the ministries at Trinity 
more in depth, meet council members and learn a little about being an ELCA Lutheran. 
 
Sewing for Savior will meet Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 9:30AM in room 204.  Anyone who enjoys 
hand sewing is welcome. 
 
The Community Meal will be Sept. 25.  Menu is Manwich, applesauce, coleslaw, corn and 
dessert.  There is a sign-up list in the parish hall for those willing to donate food or time.  
Monetary donations may be clearly marked and placed in the offering plate, or cash given to 
Vickie Hollis. 
 
The new quarter of the daily devotional booklet, Christ in Our Home, are in the Narthex rack at 
the foot of the ramp. 
 
Spread the word, invite friends and neighbors: 
Saturday, October 5, 7:30-10:30AM, Trinity hosts a community breakfast to raise funds for the 
building/capital fund. Since 1/1/23 to 8/31/24 we have received $ 20,735.32 in building fund 
contributions. Since 1/1/23 there has been $ 41,106.38 in disbursements with $39,112.53 
coming from foundation repair.  
 
Food pantry donation request for September is peanut butter. The black bin for donations is in 
the Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year 
away, also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened 
products of any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack). 
 
This week: Greeter: Diann Dailey; Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 
Next week: Greeter: Bill & Mistie McPadalin; Reader: Marcie Stern; Comm. Asst.: Bob Lowden 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Prelude: Public Domain; Offertory ©2001 The Sacred Music Press; Postlude: Public Domain 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 



 
 
 
Bedding drive to benefit Sleep in Heavenly Peace Organization  
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a non-profit organization dedicated to building beds and supplying 
bedding to children ages 3-17 in Winchester and the counties of Frederick, Shenandoah and 
Warren. 
 
 Trinity’s LCW is heading up a bedding drive during the month of October and all items 
brought in by members and friends of the congregation will be delivered to the organization in 
November. 
 
 If you would like to donate NEW bedding, here is what they are looking for:  
• Twin size sheet sets with pillowcase (NOT Twin long) 
 • Twin size blankets 
 • Twin size comforters  
 
You can find “bed in a bag” options at Walmart, Target and other stores.  
At this time there are other organizations supplying pillows and mattresses, so please don’t buy 
these. Please bring your bedding donations to the church Parlor any time during the month of 
October.  
 
If you’d prefer making a monetary donation, please see Maxine Rogers and someone from 
LCW will do the shopping for you! If you have any questions about this organization or the 
bedding drive, please don’t hesitate to speak to any member of the LCW.  


