
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the ☩ triune God, who loves us into being, calls us to 
community, and inspires us to love. Amen. 
 

Confronted by the law and called to life in the gospel, let us confess our 
sin before God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of love and community, we confess that we have not loved as 
God has loved us. We look to ourselves to fulfill your law. We seek to 
satisfy our own desires. We turn away from our neighbors and live 
for ourselves alone. Teach us again your statutes and help us to love 
your will, that in and through us your beloved community is made 
known. 
 

Beloved of God, love is the fulfillment of the law, and in ? Jesus, God’s 
love for you is made known. Through Jesus your sins are forgiven, and 
you are drawn into God’s love and life. Live fully, knowing that God loves 
you. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG           For the Beauty of the Earth           ELW 879 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE       Glory to God: Gloria a Dios 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for 
life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the 
image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24        Sue Teal 
A reading from Genesis. 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as 
his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to 
the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a 
helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the 
LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23Then the man said,  
 “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 
flesh. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 8 read responsively 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
PSALM RESPONSE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
A reading from Hebrews. 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 
someone has testified somewhere,  
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with 
glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For 
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Halle, Halle, Hallelujah            ELW 172 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16 
The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of 



your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and 
blessed them. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Blest Be the Tie That Binds            ELW 656 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and creation. 
 

God of our ancestors, we give thanks for the church in all times. May we listen for the 
prophets of this age who bear messages that stir the church toward renewal and justice. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Creator of every creature on earth, direct our lives toward the renewal and sustaining of cattle, 
birds of the air, animals of the field, and those who share our homes. Reveal the ways we can 
work alongside creation for the health and well-being of all. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, we give thanks that you are mindful and benevolent to us. Accompany us 
when hardness of heart gets in the way of justice between people and nations. Endow leaders 
with minds for justice and hearts for compassion. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Restoring Lord, grant healing and wholeness to those who are sick and suffering especially 
Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Stephen, Barb, Hadley, Odie, Juanita, Nikki, Dan, Michael and those 
we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud).  Work through medical professionals to 
diagnose, ease pain, and give life to all who seek their wisdom and experience. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Unifying God, humans were created for relationship with the earth, its creatures, and one 
another. Forgive us when division threatens companionship, mutual support, and unity among 
us. May your love inspire us to build supportive communities of faith where all are cherished. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection, we give thanks for the saints who have taken their place at your heavenly 
banquet especially William Tyndale, translator and martyr, whom we commemorate today. God 
of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you 
freely give, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRESENTATION       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        ELW 884 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges 
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may 
partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONGS                   ELW 199 

 
 
 
 



In Sacred Manner   

 
 
This is Christ’s Body  

 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    Now Thank We All Our God             ELW 840 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Prelude: ; Offertory:  ; Postlude  



 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by John Knestrick in memory of John and 
Frances Knestrick. 
 

Pet owners and animal lovers join us here this afternoon for a special service of the Blessing of 
the Animals.  All pets are welcome as long as they are on a leash or in a carrier, for their own 
safety. Gather in the upper parking lot at 2PM. 
 

What does it mean to be a Lutheran in a crucial election year?  All are welcome to participate in 
this study, following worship.  We know the church is called to be a community that prays, 
deliberates, and acts together when it comes to complex social issues. In this election year, how 
might our Lutheran faith shape our thinking, acting, and voting on major issues? Join us to 
learn and ponder some timely social teachings of the ELCA. 
 

Sewing for the Savior will meet Tuesday at 9:30AM in room 204.  Anyone who enjoys hand 
sewing is welcome to participate. 
 

Lutheran Church Women will meet in room 205 on Tuesday at 11:30AM. 
 
It is with much sadness and gratitude that Trinity accepted Joe Hollis’s letter of resignation as 
Trustee for the church. Joe has served diligently and faithfully as a Trustee for 30 years and we 
are most deeply grateful for his service. According to the Constitution: 
C12.14         The property of this congregation shall be held in trust by 3 trustees elected by  

this congregation and appointed by the court according to the laws of the  
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

C12.15          Trustees shall serve for a term of 5 years, without limit as to the number of  
terms. However, the office shall be declared vacant upon the death, resignation,  
or failure to continue as voting member on the part of the person serving as  
Trustee.  The Trustee shall abide by the decisions of congregation. 

C12.16          When there is a vacancy in the office of Trustee, this congregation shall elect a  
person who is a voting member of the congregation and who is of legal age and  
the Officers of the congregation shall recommend to the court the person so  
elected be appointed trustee. 

The congregation council will meet on Oct. 8 for its regular meeting and at that time 
discuss possible nominees for a new Trustee.  If you are willing to put your name 
forward, please speak to any member of council prior to the 8th. Your council members 
are: Roger Wickboldt, Marianne Watson, Carole Pfisterer, Mistie McPadalin, Jim Hall, Mike 
Pyne, David Reichert. 
 

Food pantry donation request for October is jelly. The black bin for donations is in the 
Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year away, 
also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of 
any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bedding drive to benefit Sleep in Heavenly Peace Organization  
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
building beds and supplying bedding to children ages 3-17 in 
Winchester and the counties of Frederick, Shenandoah and Warren. 
 Trinity’s LCW is heading up a bedding drive during the month of 
October and all items brought in by members and friends of the 

congregation will be delivered to the organization in November.   If you would like to donate 
NEW bedding, here is what they are looking for:  
• Twin size sheet sets with pillowcase (NOT Twin long) 
 • Twin size blankets 
 • Twin size comforters  
You can find “bed in a bag” options at Walmart, Target and other stores.  
At this time there are other organizations supplying pillows and mattresses, so please don’t buy 
these. Please bring your bedding donations to the church Nursery any time during the month 
of October.   If you’d prefer making a monetary donation, please see Maxine Rogers and 
someone from LCW will do the shopping for you! If you have any questions about this 
organization or the bedding drive, please don’t hesitate to speak to any member of the LCW.  
 
This week: Greeter: Martha Cooley; Reader: Sue Teal; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson 
Next week: Greeters: Deb Wickboldt; Reader: Marcie Stern; Comm. Asst. Deb Wickboldt 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 


