
PRELUDE  We Gather Together       John Barn (b. 1938) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG            Sing to the Lord of Harvest              ELW 694 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us 
the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to 
share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 17:8-16              Susan Scheulen 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
8 The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and 
went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; 
he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was 
going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But 
she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, 
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and 
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be 
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and 
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD the God of 
Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the 
LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and 
her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil 
fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 146  read responsively 
 1 Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3 Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed 
down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10 The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24-28 
A reading from Hebrews. 
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he 
entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to 
offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood 
that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation 
of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the 
judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and 
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues 
and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance 
say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
  41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 
44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put 
in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    Come, Ye Thankful People, Come          ELW 693 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all 
of creation. 
 

Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the gospel. Instill 
a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. Kindle in us a 
reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in our pursuit of climate 
justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of war. Tend 
to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the world to end conflicts 
in the Middle East, Ukraine, Haiti and pursue peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable or ill Shirley, 
Louise, Stephen, Hadley, Juanita, Nikki, Dan, Michael, Monica, and those we name now 
(worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Accompany persons who are unemployed or 
underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and 
uphold them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in our witness. 
Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack sufficient resources, that all may 
live with dignity. Bless especially these linens which we send to Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
providing beds for children who have none to sleep on. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have 
made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING    Mit sanften Stimmen        Lebrecht Baumert (1833-1904) 
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our 
lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the 
world around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it 

by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further 
our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our 
hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRESENTATION   O God beyond All Praising  v. 3        ELW 880 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges 
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may 
partake.      
 

 



COMMUNION SONG  

 
 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION                 Take My Life, That I May Be             ELW 685 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God of the Sparrow                    ELW 740 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG    For the Fruit of All Creation           ELW 679 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Now Thank We All Our God   M. Koehler 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089; Prelude: ©2017 Way Leupold Editions, Inc.; Offertory & Postlude Public Domain 
 
 Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
This week: Greeter: Hilda Painter; Reader/Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 
Next week: Greeter: Pam Reichert; Reader: Pam Reichert; Comm. Asst. David Reichert 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Dan and Hilda Painter in celebration of 
their 28th wedding anniversary. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sewing for the Savior will meet at 9:30AM on Nov. 12 in room 204. Anyone interested in hand 
sewing quilts is welcome to attend. 
 
Lutheran Church Women will meet at 11:30AM on Nov. 12 in room 205. 
 
Congregation Council will meet on Nov. 12 at 6:30PM in the parish hall.  
 
The November Noisy Offering will be on the 17th and will benefit Bright Futures. Bright 
Futures is a nonprofit organization that helps schools connect student needs with resources 
that already exist in our community. The Bright Futures framework brings together businesses. 
human service agencies, faith-based organizations, and parent groups to increase the amount of 
time the community provides for the needs of students, to foster an environment where the 
community lends its talents, and to collect and apply treasure to address unmet needs. 
 
Trinity works with the school system to identify those families in need of assistance at the 
holidays.  Each year 50+ families are helped at Thanksgiving and Christmas with holiday meals.  
Your donations throughout the year help stock up on items needed for these food boxes.  The 
assembly of the Thanksgiving boxes will be done in the parish hall during the week of 
November 11-15, with distribution to the families on Saturday, November 16.   
 
At the holidays, there is one Community Meal for Nov/Dec.  This year the meal will be on 
December 4.  This will be a holiday meal with turkey, dressing, sweet potatoes, green beans and 
dessert. Keep an eye on the bulletin board in the parish hall for the sign up lists to provide food 
and your time. 
 
Food pantry donation request for November: Pancake Mix. The black bin for donations is in 
the Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year 
away, also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened 
products of any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack). 
 


