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PRELUDE

Verset for the Kyrie

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Boély (1785-1858)

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING SONG O Jordans Banks the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All  praise to  you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - in, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more; oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
0 u , ,
)7 A . I | I | } f
Gte » 4 [ i
J T | & o o 0
for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way  like flow'rs that with - er  and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coftin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John,
that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing
darfkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting
life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our
time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of
light.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day when
the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as we light
the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord.
May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God
forever. Amen.
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Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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Lift vour heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - rv.
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 Pam Reichert

A reading from Zephaniah.
" Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israell
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
"'The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
'“On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.
""The LORD, your God, is in youtr midst, a wartior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing '“ as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
T will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  And I will save the lame and gather the
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
" At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,

when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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04+
i ° 2 (8 | o ©® °

*Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid,
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my salvation.
*With joy you | will draw water
from the wells | of salvation. R
" And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call I on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name ! is exalted.
° Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done ! gloriously;
let this be known in | all the earth.
*Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Isracl. R



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7

A reading from Philippians.

" Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. * Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. “ Do not worty about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. " And the peace of

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - ia. Al-le-Ilu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

' John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ® Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. ” Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

" And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” ' In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must
do likewise.” '“ Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what
should we do?” "’ He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
*Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

" As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, '° John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '" His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

*So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden



HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;

from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF LEADERS IN THE CONGREGATION

The assembly is seated. The presiding ninister addresses the assenbly.

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership on the
Trinity Congregation Council.

Carole Pfisterer (2025) Dortrie Greene (2025)
Jim Hall (2026) Marianne Watson Kowis (2026) David Reichert (2026)
Tom Righter (2027) Dorothée St. Germaine (2027)  Patty Stringer (2027)

We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers
will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.



A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

The presiding minister continues.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust on the Trinity Congregation
Council.

In general: “The Congregation Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of
this congregation, and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything be done in
accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.” (Trinity Constitution, C12.04.)

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness,
service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the
wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be
glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the Congregation Council to which you
have been elected?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding ninister addresses the assembl.
People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that
Christ has given to all who are baptized? We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. Almighty God bless you,

and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God’s presence.

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your people in
taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good news. Lord, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.



God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to protect wild
lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of destructive fires, storms,
and other disasters. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, and lawyers in
actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to advocate for all who are
confronted with discrimination and oppression based on race, gender, sexuality, class, or age.

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or sick. We pray
especially for Barb, Shirley, Louise, Stephen, Paul, Hadley, Nikki, Dan, Michael, Barbara and
those we name now (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Show your compassion and

remember your people in love. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name

of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

E"L-“E OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING (Trinity’s Angel Tree)

Like a Child duet: Christine Cornwell, Bruce Everly
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our
lives. "The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the

Daniel Damon

world czmmd us. Y ou may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail. We
thank_you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God's work with our hands.

OFFERING PRESENTATION

In the Bleak Midwinter vs. 3
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Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

ELW 294



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may
partake.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION He Came Down
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 Hecame down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le-1lu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;

came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

Lost in the Night ELW 243
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I Lost in  the night do the peo - ple yet lan - guish,
2 Must we be wvain - ly a - wait - ing the mor - row?
3 Sor - row - ing wan - d’rers, in dark - ness yet dwell - ing,
4 Light o’er the Iland of the need - vy is beam - ing;
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long - ing for morn - ing the dark - ness to van - quish,
Shall those who have light no light let us bhor - row,
dawned has the day of a ra - diance ex - cel - ling,
riv. - ers of life through its des - erts are stream - ing,
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plain - tive - ly sigh - ing with hearts full of an - guish.
giv - ing no heed to our bur - den of sor - row?
death’s deep - est shad - ows for - ev - er dis - pel - ling.
bring - ing all peo - ples a Sav - ior re - deem - ing.
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you hclp us soon? Will you help us soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!

Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt.
Music: T.OST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
tfed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness
of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will
receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey, + bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!

Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Postlude Marcel Rouher

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLIL, copyright Lic.
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory ©1999 Hope Pub. Co.; Prelude & Postlude Public Domain

TRENDING @ TRINITY

Come Christmas caroling! A group of interested people will be going Christmas caroling after
worship this morning. The plan is to go to the homes of a few of our shut-ins. If you'd like to
join, just plan to stay after coffee hour and lend your voice.

Congregational Meeting Update

Congratulations to Dorothée St. Germain, Tom Righter and Patty Stringer for being elected as
Congregational Council members for 2025 - 2027. Congratulations also to Tom Righter for
being elected as Trustee. The congregation also voted to approve the 2025 budget. Thank you
to the many members who attended the congregational meeting after church last Sunday and to
all who responded to the giving campaign by completing a commitment card.

Trinity’s series of evening concerts and Holden Evening Prayer for Advent continue tonight at
7PM.This evening is a bassoon trio. The final concert is a clarinet/flute duet on the 22.

Christmas Eve worship services at Trinity will be at 4PM and 11PM. Both services will offer
Holy Communion.

Sunday, January 5 will be Pastor JMe’s last Sunday here at Trinity. There will be a special
tarewell luncheon for her and Bob on that day. The Lutheran Church Women will provide
fried chicken, everyone planning to attend is asked to bring a side dish and/or a dessert. Let’s
give her a roaring send-off!

As you plan your year-end giving to the church please remember: A/ donations must be to the
church no later than Dec. 29 in order to be recorded for your 2024 tax statement.

The 2025 Chancel flower calendar is on the bulletin board in the Narthex for those who wish
to reserve one or more Sundays on which they will provide the flowers.

Food pantry donation request for December: syrup. The black bin for donations is in the
Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year away,
also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of
any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack).



Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736 Dial 1-301-715-8592 US
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/

This week: Greeter: Marianne Watson; Advent Wreath: Mistie McPadalin; Reader: Pam
Reichert; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson

Next week: Greeter: Mistie McPadalin; Advent Wreath: Carole Pfisterer, Loretta Koontz;
Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen



