
PRELUDE Nun Komm’, der Heiden Heiland  Georg Kauffmann(1679-1735) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  
   

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most 
merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG      The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came    ELW 265 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      Carole Pfisterer, Loretta Koontz 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in 
the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of 
greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. 
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The 
four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have 
shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this 
wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his 
Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God 
forever. Amen. 



 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a                 Susan Scheulen 
A reading from Micah. 
 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; a and he shall be the one of peace. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM     My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, Lord           ELW 251 

continued 



 

 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
A reading from Hebrews. 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6 in 
burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have 
come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, 
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 
10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45  
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 



blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION  The Story of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”    Brandon Hampton 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Savior of the Nations, Come          ELW 263 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER:  BRANDON HAMPTON 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Brandon Hampton, one with us in 
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this 
congregation.  Brandon has come to our congregation from a Baptist congregation in North 
Carolina, and he is sponsored by his wife, Kim Begnaud-Hampton.  Let us all join in 
confessing our faith:  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. 
We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 



Brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s 
people in this place? 
Brandon:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member in his life in Christ?   
All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us welcome this brother in Christ to this community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to 
God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 
God’s presence. 
 

We give you thanks for our new member, Brandon, whom you have drawn to yourself by the 
love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close 
together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others. Lord 
in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of 
other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and 
enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense 
of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, remind 
us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely 
the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill especially Barb, Shirley, Louise, Stephen, Paul, 
Hadley, Nikki, Dan, Michael, Pat and those we name now (worshippers may add names silently or 
aloud).  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those 
who have died we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Other prayers may be offered now. 
 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
 



OFFERING  Come, O Redeemer, Come    F. Ortega     Trinity Choir        
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  The offering 
today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide 
your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your 

monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, 
and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION  In the Bleak Midwinter  vs. 3                     ELW 294 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges 
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may 
partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
  

 
 

 
 
 



SONGS DURING COMMUNION   Comfort, Comfort Now My People         ELW 256 

 
 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel         ELW 257 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness 
of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    Canticle of the Turning           ELW 723 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        Magnificat in First Mode         Charpentier (1734-1794) 
 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089  Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006 
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory ©1996 Metro One; Prelude & Postlude Public Domain 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Carlton and Virginia 
Snapp by Chris Landes. 
 
This week: Greeter: Mistie McPadalin, Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 
Next week: Greeter & Reader: Marianne Watson; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
This morning we welcome into membership Brandon Hampton.  Please take time at the coffee 
hour to greet him and make him feel welcome. We extend thanks to him for his special 
presentation during worship this morning. 
 
Trinity’s series of evening concerts and Holden Evening Prayer for Advent concludes tonight 
at 7PM. With a clarinet/flute duet.  
 
Christmas Eve worship services at Trinity will be at 4PM and 11PM. Both services will offer 
Holy Communion. 
 
Sunday, January 5 will be Pastor JMe’s last Sunday here at Trinity.  There will be a special farewell 
luncheon for her and Bob on that day.  The Lutheran Church Women will provide fried 
chicken, everyone planning to attend is asked to bring a side dish and/or a dessert. Let’s give 
her a roaring send-off! 
 
As you plan your year-end giving to the church please remember:  All donations must be to the 
church no later than Dec. 29 in order to be recorded on your 2024 tax statement. 
 
The 2025 Chancel flower calendar is on the bulletin board in the Narthex for those who wish 
to reserve one or more Sundays on which they will provide the flowers. 
 
Food pantry donation request for December: syrup. The black bin for donations is in the 
Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year away, 
also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of 
any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack). 
 
The new quarter of Christ in Our Home daily devotional booklets are in the rack in the 
Narthex. You may have to scoot around the Tree of Warmth to get to them. 
 

 


