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PRELUDE Nun Komne', der Heiden Hezland Georg Kauffmann(1679-1735)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING SONG  The Angel Gabreel from Heaven Came ELW 265
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I The an - gel Ga - bri-el from heav - en came,

2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,

3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;

4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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with  wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and  hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth  God) she said.
in Beth - le - hem all  on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar \A

thy son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:

most high -ly fa-vored la -
most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo
Most high -ly fa- vored la -
“Most high -ly fa- vored la -

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Basque carol



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, Lord God, Lamb of God,

on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Carole Pfisterer, Loretta Koontz
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Adpent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in
the miudst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of
greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself.
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into onr time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The
Sfour candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have
shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this
wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his
Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God
forever. Amen.
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Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a Susan Scheulen

A reading from Micah.
’But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who ate one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
’Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
" And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth; “and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM My Soul Proclaims Y our Greatness, Lord ELW 251
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1 My  soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; I sing my Sav - ior’s praise!

2 To all who live in ho -1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.

3 To Is -ra - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;

£ e | ™|

|

0 4
A I e ] I | I
T = e
e e o -r £ -
You lookedup - on my low -1i - ness, and 1 am full of grace.

With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-’ry land and ev -'’ry age this Dbless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - 1ly One, give hon-or to the Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly is your name.
the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat

Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
A reading from Hebrews.
* Consequently, when Christ came into the wotld, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; ©in
burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. ' Then I said, ‘See, God, I have
come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”

*When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), ’ then he added,
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.

" And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus

Christ once for all.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

*In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, "’ where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *' When Elizabeth heard Maty’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit ** and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. ** And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? ** For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. ** And



blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION The Story of “I'he Twelve Days of Christmas” Brandon Hampton

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263
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1 Sav - 1or of the na - tions, come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,
3 Won-drous birth— oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a vir - gin  mild!
4  From God’s heart the Sav - ior spccds, back to God his path-way leads;
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Mar-vel now, O heav’'n and earth: God has cho-sen such a  birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.
Ver - vy God, and Mar - y’s s0n, ea - ger now his race to  run!
out to van-quish death’s com - mand, back to reign at God’s right hand.
5 Now your manger, shining bright, 6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
hallows night with newborn light. virgin’s son, incarnatc Word!
Night cannot this light subdue; To the holy Trinity
let our faith shinc cver ncw. praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. hymnal version
Music: NUN KkOMM, DER IIEIDEN IIEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER: BRANDON HAMPTON

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Brandon Hampton, one with us in
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this
congregation. Brandon has come to our congregation from a Baptist congregation in North
Carolina, and he is sponsored by his wife, Kim Begnaud-Hampton. Let us all join in
confessing our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.
We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.



Brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?
Brandon: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member in his life in Christ?
All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us welcome this brother in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God’s presence.

We give you thanks for our new member, Brandon, whom you have drawn to yourself by the
love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close
together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others. Lord
in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of
other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and
enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense
of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have
made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayet.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, remind
us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely
the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill especially Barb, Shirley, Louise, Stephen, Paul,
Hadley, Nikki, Dan, Michael, Pat and those we name now (worshippers may add names silently or
alond). Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayet.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those
who have died we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered now.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



E|"'-'|.-|E| OFFERING

Come, O Redeemer, Comze

Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives. The offering
today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us. Y ou may provide
your offering in person, scan the JR code adjacent or send it by mail. We thank you for sharing not only your

F.

Ortega

Trinity Choir

monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality,
and community, doing God’s work with our hands.

OFFERING PRESENTATION

In the Bleak Midwinter vs. 3
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yet what I can | give him— give my heart.

ELW 294

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming,.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges
those at home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may
partake.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.




SONGS DURING COMMUNION Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call - ing us to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a - broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

ELW 256

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, [ree your own [rom Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el thatmourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
far and nigh: in strengthand beau - ty come and stay:
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo - ple save,
0. Refrain
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in  cloud, and maj - cs - ty, and awec.
and give them vic-try oO’er the grave.

|

Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

continued



5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain
7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
ted with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness
of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey, *+ bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though 1 am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow’r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we re -
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on  stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem -ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev - 'ty ty - rant . .. from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.

continued



DISMISSAL
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no more, for the
This sav - ing word  that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak -ness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod <can be
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name  be blest. Could the world be a-bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a round.
Refrain
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a - way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Magnificat in First Mode

turn.

Charpentier (1734-1794)

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLIL, copyright Lic.
11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year C ©2006
Augsburg Fortress; Offertory ©1996 Metro One; Prelude & Postlude Public Domain

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Carlton and Virginia
Snapp by Chris Landes.

This week: Greeter: Mistie McPadalin, Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen
Next week: Greeter & Reader: Marianne Watson; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840 Passcode: 458736 Dial 1-301-715-8592 US
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




TRENDING @ TRINITY

This morning we welcome into membership Brandon Hampton. Please take time at the coffee
hour to greet him and make him feel welcome. We extend thanks to him for his special
presentation during worship this morning.

Trinity’s series of evening concerts and Holden Evening Prayer for Advent concludes tonight
at 7PM. With a clarinet/flute duet.

Christmas Eve worship services at Trinity will be at 4PM and 11PM. Both services will offer
Holy Communion.

Sunday, Jannary 5 will be Pastor [Me’s last Sunday here at Trinity. There will be a special farewell
luncheon for her and Bob on that day. The Lutheran Church Women will provide fried
chicken, everyone planning to attend is asked to bring a side dish and/or a dessert. Let’s give
her a roaring send-off!

As you plan your year-end giving to the church please remember: A/ donations must be to the
church no later than Dec. 29 in order to be recorded on_ your 2024 tax statement.

The 2025 Chancel flower calendar is on the bulletin board in the Narthex for those who wish
to reserve one or more Sundays on which they will provide the flowers.

Food pantry donation request for December: syrup. The black bin for donations is in the
Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year away,
also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of
any kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack).

The new quarter of Christ in Our Home daily devotional booklets are in the rack in the
Narthex. You may have to scoot around the Tree of Warmth to get to them.

The Community Music School of the Piedmont

Winter Session

starts January 1lith
10-week session on Saturdays

9:30am at Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City

11:00am at Trinity Episcopal Church, Upperville

Register at piedmontmusic.org

piedmontmusic@aol.com
540-592-3040




