
PRELUDE        
 
Gathering Song  vs. 1, 2         Angels we have heard on high  

  
 
Dialogue 
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
  
Opening Prayer 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, 
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness— 
a beam of light that shines through Jesus. 
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world 
and in our hearts.  Amen. 
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First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18        
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
 
Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a          
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 If the Assyrians come into our land 
 and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
 and eight installed as rulers. 
 
Angels we have heard on high vs. 3 
 
Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38        
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 



34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came vs. 1,2 

 
 
Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25        
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from 



sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came   vs.  3,4 
 
Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20                         
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Angels, from the realms of glory vs. 1-2 

 
 
 
 



Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11         
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
What child is this  vs. 1,3 

 
 



Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14          
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 
Love has come  

 
 
Responsive Prayer 
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 



In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  Amen. 
  

OFFERING   
Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are and have in our lives.  
The offering today will provide support for the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world 
around us.  You may provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  

We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our mission to 
share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION   

 
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With 
the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Those communing from home, have your package ready to open, but do not consume the elements until the pastor acknowledges those at 
home and says: “Take and eat. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is given and shed for you.” Then you may partake.      
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   ELW 276 
 

 
 
 
 



It Came Upon a Midnight Clear            ELW 282 

 
 
Blessing 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Song       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 
 
POSTLUDE      

 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming 
lic. 20167089   
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 898 8887 8840  Passcode: 458736 Dial  1-301-715-8592 US  
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 

 

 



 
 
 
Members and friends are encouraged to worship at Trinity next Sunday, January 5 as we celebrate 
Pastor JMe’s ministry on her last Sunday with the congregation. Following the service there will be 
a special luncheon and everyone is asked to bring a side dish and/or a dessert as well as your best 
wishes for Pastor. 
 
2025 offering envelopes are now being distributed. If you have not already received yours please 
speak to Michael Lambert ((540) 539-8631). 
 
The new quarter of Christ in Our Home daily devotional booklets are in the rack in the Narthex. 
You may have to scoot around the Tree of Warmth to get to them. 
 
2025 Chancel flower calendar is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  The entire year is there, 
so you can choose your Sundays for all of 2025. 
 
Food pantry donation request for January: soup/ramen noodles. The black bin for donations is in 
the Narthex. Please remember to check expiration dates to be certain they are at least a year away, 
also no personal hygiene or other products unless specifically asked for; no opened products of any 
kind (this includes unopened items that are in an opened multipack). 
 
This week: Greeter: Marianne Watson; Readers: Marianne Watson, Susan Scheulen, Patty Stringer, 
Stephan Aker, Bob Lowden, Christine Cornwell; Comm. Asst.: Mary Anderson  
Next week: Greeters: David Reichert, Marianne Watson; Reader & Comm. Asst.: Susan Scheulen 

 
January 

Calendar
Choir meets each Thursday at 5:30PM 
Community Music School meets rm. 203 
Fridays 5PM 
Saturdays 9:30AM 
1-Office closed 
5-Pastor JMe’s last (Sun)day 
   Farewell luncheon following worship 
7-6:30PM Congregation Council 
14-9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Rm. 204 
  11:30AM Lutheran Church Women, Rm 205 
19-Noisy Offering -- Access Independence 
20-Office closed, MLK day 
28-9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Rm. 204 
29-5:30PM Community Meal: soup, grilled 

      cheese, dessert 
 

 
Birthdays 
1-Kim Begnaud-Hampton 
4-Tracey Legare, Kavin Kowis 
8-Memphis King 
13-Loretta Koontz 
21-Sandra deAzagra, Ralph Gregory 
 Amy Hall 
23-Maxine Rogers 
25-Nancy Huffman 
29-Cody Wolf 


