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PRELUDE   Largamente    Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897) 
Please stand 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We gather together this morning  
in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG    Come, We That Love the Lord   (ELW 625) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE                 (ELW p. 121) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by 
your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Please be seated 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life 
to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give 
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

  
 
 

 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R 
 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 
leaves that | do not wither; 



  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4 It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R 
  

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 

A reading from Philemon. 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 
partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that 
we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 
  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to 
do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, 
do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to 
you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I 
am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me 
so that he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 
14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed 
might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was 
separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 
16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but 
how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If 
he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh 
my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I ask. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               (ELW p. 124) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 
26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does 
not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow 
began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war 
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he 
cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the 
terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give 
up all your possessions.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated  

 
SERMON            REV. LARRY CLOSTER 
 
 
 



Please stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross   (ELW 335) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
 
 
 
We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love 
for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, 
animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from 
rising seas. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compassion 
to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common good. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely especially Barb, Shirley, 
Louise, Paul, Hadley, Nikki, Michael, Jeff, Lauren, Kim, The Wolf Family (worshippers 
may add names silently or aloud). May they find healing through your love and the 
care of those around them. Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our 
hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of 
faith may transform lives. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround them 
with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving embrace. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. 
Amen. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated 

  
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING   We Rember You    Rick Founds     Trinity Choir  

Offering is an act of worship that shows our graƟtude to God for all that 
we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will provide support for 
the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by 

mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary giŌs but also your giŌs of Ɵme 
and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 
hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
Please stand 
OFFERING PRESENTATION   For the Beauty of the Earth  (ELW 879) 

 

 

 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 LiŌ up your hearts. 
We liŌ them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us the way of everlasƟng life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Please be seated 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
For those communing at home, have your package ready to open. The pastor will acknowledge your 
presence and request that you consume the elements at this Ɵme. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 



COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
For those who prefer not to partake of the wine there are cups filled with grape juice in the center of 
the communion tray. 
 

COMMUNION SONG        (ELW p. 135) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SONGS DURING COMMUNION  O Jesus, I Have Promised   (ELW 810) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day by Day           (ELW 790) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever 
in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    LiŌ High the Cross     (ELW 660)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Voluntary            John James (d.1745) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE KNOW Upcoming Events & Reminders 

 Sunday Servants –   뗎뗙뗏뗐뗑뗒뗓뗔뗕뗖뗗뗘뗚 Jump in and serve this September — be a greeter, 
reader, or holy usher! Sign-up sheets are calling your name! contact Christine 
Cornwell or Sign up via newsletter link.  

 Prayer & Friendship Ministry – A Small Way to Make a Big Impact! 
We’re looking for someone to update the prayer list twice a month. This simple act 
supports our prayer team as they faithfully liŌ up the needs of our church and 
community. If you can help, please let Pastor Closter know! 

 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY Here's what’s happening at a glance: 
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Sunday, September 7 Sunday Service -@ 9:30 AM 
– Coffee Hour | Parish Hall – All are welcome! 
– Chime Choir Practice | Contact: Ricky Gearhart, Music Director 
–Notice of Special Congregational Meeting: Immediately after worship on Sept. 7, 
members will vote on the nomination of Diann Dailey as Trustee (replacing Ralph 
Gregory) and on recipients of a partial disbursement from Fund 10 (Mission Fund). 
These decisions help equip Trinity for ministry as we also join together in “God’s 
Work. Our Hands.” service projects that day. 
– No Bible study (this Sunday only) 
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Monday, September 8 – CMSP Music private lesson @ 2:30 pm | Room 203 
– Donations for the Annual LCW Yard Sale may be brought to the Parish Hall 
(Monday, September 8 – Friday, September 12, from 9 AM to noon.) 
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Tuesday, September 9 – Sewing for the Savior @ 9:30 AM | Room 204 
– LCW (Lutheran Church Women) @ 11:30AM | Room 205 
– Congregational Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM | Parish Hall  
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Wednesday, September  
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Thursday, September 11 – Choir Rehearsal @ 5:45 PM | Contact: Ricky 
Gearhart, Music Director 
– Patriot Day  
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Friday, September 12 
– Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 10 AM | Parish Hall 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm | room 203 
궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Saturday, September 13 – CMSP Music Together @ 9am | Room 203 
– Annual LCW Yard Sale @ 8:00 AM- 1PM | Parish Hall 



 
蔑蔒蔓蔔蔕蔖蔗蔘蔙 BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Happy Birthday to:薋薌薍薎薏薐薓薔薕薖薑薒薗   
Sept 7 – Phyllis Wilson 
Sept 10 – Linda Rudy 
Sept 13 – Chuck Stern 
(Did we miss your birthday? Contact the church office to update your info!) 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

긮긫긬긭 Special Congregational Meeting & “God’s Work. Our Hands”  
TODAY, September 7, 2025 
Dear Trinity Family, 
Today will be a very special day in the life of our church. Following worship, we will 
gather for two important events: 
1. A Special Congregational Meeting 
Immediately after worship, there will be a brief congregational meeting where we will 
be voting to: 

• Nominate Diann Dailey to serve as a church Trustee 
• Approve recipients of a partial disbursement of our Fund 10 (Mission Fund) 

2. “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Service Projects 
Today the ELCA encourages every congregation to live our calling to love and serve 
our neighbors in Christ. This year, Trinity will be making a difference in two ways: 

• ������� Supporting Mount Carmel Baptist ’s Shower Ministry: Please bring 
donations of bar soap and shampoo to support their ministry of providing a 
shower for homeless individuals and families. A collection box for these 
products is in the narthex. 

• 諫諤諥諦諬諭諧諨諩諪 Sharing God’s Love Locally: After the congregational meeting we’ll meet in 
the fellowship hall to assemble door hangers with information about Trinity 
and upcoming community events that we will be hosting. These will later be 
distributed in our neighborhood as an outreach effort. We'll also be assembling 
20 backpacks to be given to foster care children moving into a new home or 
away from an abusive environment. 

Every act of service, large or small, helps us share God ’s love. Please join us in worship, 
stay for the congregational meeting, and take part in these meaningful projects. 
Together, we are the hands of Christ at work in our community! 
 
긶긷길긹긺긻 Yard Sale Donations Wanted! 
Donations for the Annual LCW Yard Sale may be brought to the Parish Hall Monday, 
September 8 – Friday, September 12, from 9 AM to noon. 



膆 Clothing must be clean and in good condition 
료룍 No electronics (TVs, stereos, computers) 
료룍 No large furniture 
Starting tomorrow September 8. LCW members will be on hand to receive and sort 
donations. Extra hangers are always welcome! 
Questions? Contact Martha Cooley, Hilda Painter, or any LCW member. 
 
Ongoing Announcements 

 뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄Prayer Team Table 
Located just inside the sanctuary entrance. Submit a card with your prayer 
request or contact Pastor Closter to add a name to the Prayers of Intercession. 

 謑謒謓謔謕謖謗謘謙Hospital Visitation 
Pastor Closter is registered with Valley Health for hospital visits. Due to HIPAA 
laws, the hospital cannot notify us when someone is admitted. 
To request a visit, contact the church office at 540-869-4019, or after hours, 
call Pastor Closter at 540-848-5325. You may also reach out to Pastor Closter or 
Martha Cooley. 

 蛂蛃蛄Choir Rehearsals - Normal Thursday Rehearsals will resume September 4th 
@ 5:45 PM蛁 

 蛥蛦蛧 Chime Choir – Sundays after service | Contact: Ricky Gearhart, Music 
Director – music@trinitychurchvirginia.org 

  Food Pantry Item of the Month: Canned Fruit  | Contact: Kim Begnaud-
Hampton – kbegnaud0101@yahoo.com 

 

Save the Date 
Sunday, September 14 – Sunday Service @ 9:30 AM 
– Coffee Hour | Parish Hall – All are welcome! 
– Chime Choir Practice | Contact: Ricky Gearhart, Music Director 
– Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 11 AM | Parish Hall 
Monday, September 15 – CMSP Music private lesson @ 2:30 pm | Room 203 
Thursday, September 18 – No Choir Rehearsal  
Friday, September 19 – Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 10 AM | 
Parish Hall 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm | Room 203 
Saturday, September 20 – CMSP Music Together @ 9am | Room 203 
 – Dementia Matters: Care Givers Meeting | Parish Hall TBD 
Sunday, September 21 – Sunday Service @ 9:30 AM 
– Coffee Hour | Parish Hall – All are welcome! 
– Welcome back Melinda Russell 



– No Chime Choir Practice  
– Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 11 AM | Parish Hall 
Monday, September 22 – CMSP Music private lesson @ 2:30 pm | Room 203 
Tuesday, September 23 – Sewing for the Savior @ 9:30 AM | Room 204 
Wednesday, September 24 – Community Meal @ 5:30 PM | Parish Hall 
(Menu: Manwich on buns, Applesauce, Corn, Coleslaw, 蒄蒅蒆蒇 Sweet Treats for 
Dessert) Come hungry, bring a friend, and enjoy a meal with your neighbors! 
– Together in Prayer @ 7:00 PM | Sanctuary 
Thursday, September 25 – Choir Rehearsal @ 5:45 PM | Contact: Ricky Gearhart, 
Music Director 
– Sherando High School Homecoming Parade & Bonfire @ 6:00PM | followed by a 
Bonfire Rally at the Newtown Commons 
Friday, September 26 – Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 10 AM | 
Parish Hall 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm | Room 203 
Saturday, September 27 – CMSP Music Together @ 9am | Room 203 
Sunday, September 28 Outdoor Service & Lunch-in TBD– Sunday Service @ 9:30  
Monday, September 29 – CMSP Music private lesson @ 2:30 pm | Room 203 
 

薋薌薍薎薏薐薓薔薕薖薑薒薗 September Birthdays 薋薌薍薎薏薐薓薔薕薖薑薒薗 
 

06-Susan Deaver 
07-Phyllis Wilson 

10-Linda Rudy 
13-Chuck Stern 
15- Joe Hollis 

16-Holly Landes 
22-Chris Landes, Bonnie Wann 

24- David Reichert 
28- Rachel Hollis Silsbee (Nathan) 

30- Will Wolf, Jeff Shifflett, Kathy Carroll 
 

Stay in the Loop! 
Want to receive our weekly Trinity Times Newsletter by email? 
까깍깋깎깏깐 Fill out a welcome card (basket in the Narthex) with your name and email, and 
we’ll add you to the list. 
Prefer print? Pick up a copy next to the name tag table in the Narthex, or call the 
office to request a mailed version: 
긒긓 540-869-4019 | 꾳꾴꾵꾬꾶 Tuesday–Friday, 8 AM–1 PM 
 
 



 


