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lease Consider Donating Chancel Flowers 
Would you like to honor a loved one or celebrate a special occasion? Consider donating chancel 
flowers for a Sunday service. 
Flower donations are a beautiful way to: 

 Honor or remember someone special 

 Celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or milestone 

 Add beauty to our worship space 

If you’d like to donate flowers for an upcoming Sunday, please sign up on the flower calendar in the 
church Narthex or contact Martha Cooley. 
You’re welcome to take the flowers home after the service, or they can be delivered to someone in 
need of encouragement. 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   MeeƟng ID: 893 4718 0792 Passcode: 173681 
Dial 1-301-715-8592 US 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook 
account  hƩps://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 
From Sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From 
sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to 
podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, 
copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming Lic. 20167089 Psalmody refrain from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2008 Augsburg 
Fortress, tone from Psalter for Worship Year A ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Prelude © Public Domain. Offertory © 1986 
GIA PublicaƟons. Postlude © Public Domain. 

 This Service; Greeters: Pam Reichert. Lessons & Prayers Reader: Pam 
Reichert. Communion Assistant: Dave Reichert.  Acolyte: Wayne Wright 

 Next Service; Greeters: Deb Wickboldt. Lessons & Prayers Reader: PaƩy 
Stringer. Communion Assistant: Barry Hockenberry. Acolyte: Joey PaƩerson 



PRELUDE  Abide With Us, Lord Jesu   Friedrich Marpurg (1718-1795) 
   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG  Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  vs 1, and Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 
into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the 
cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 
 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
 4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 
beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple. 
 5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing 
and make music | to the LORD. R 
 7 Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 



  have mercy on me and | answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my 
salvation. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be 
knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to 
me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or 
“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were 
baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 
do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize 
but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its power. 
 
  18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Celtic Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He 
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: 
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
 16 the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 
  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And 
he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and 
their father and followed him. 
 
  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                 Rev. Larry Closter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004) 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 



As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the 
church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all who follow 
Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life. 
Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of 
this garden planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ. 
Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for those in 
authority, Mayor Mike Diaz, Mayor Charles Harbaugh, IV, Governor of Virginia Abigail 
Spanberger, President Donald J. Trump. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are sick 
especially Shirley, Louise, Paul, Hadley, Nikki, Michael, Jeff, Pat, Dorthée, Carolyn 
(worshippers may add names silently or aloud). We pray for all who are affected by 
natural disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit 
of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come at 
last into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Two Fishermen Suzanne Toolan  Trinity Choir    

Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that we are 
and have in our lives.  The offering today will provide support for the ministries of 
Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may provide your offering in 
person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by mail.  We thank you for sharing 
not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of time and talent to further our 

mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, hospitality, and community, doing God’s 
work with our hands. 
 



OFFERING PRESENTATION  Brightest and Best of the Stars (ELW 303) vs. 4    
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE          
The Lord be with you. 
     And with your spirit. 
LiŌ up your hearts. 
     We liŌ them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

      
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: TIME AFTER EPIPHANY 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
For those communing at home, have your package ready to open. The pastor will acknowledge your 
presence and request that you consume the elements at this Ɵme. 
 
Please be seated 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
For those who prefer not to partake of the wine there are cups filled with grape juice in the center of 
the communion tray. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SONGS DURING COMMUNION  Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom (ACS 971) 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  Guide My Feet (ACS 987) Vs.1-3 Men, Vs.2 Women, Vs.3 All.  
 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Sunday Servants 뗎뗙뗏뗐뗑뗒뗓뗔뗕뗖뗗뗘뗚 
We’d love your help in making each 
Sunday special. Whether you’d like to 
greet, read, assist with Communion, or 
take part in special services like lighting 
the Advent Wreath—there’s a place for 
you! 
Reach out to Christine Cornwell or sign 
up through SignUpGenius in the 
newsletter. 

 뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄Prayer Team Table 
Located just inside the sanctuary 
entrance. Submit a card with your prayer 
request or contact Laurie Closter 540-
840-8401, to add a name to the Prayers 
of Intercession. 

 謑謒謓謔謕謖謗謘謙Hospital Visitation 
Pastor Closter is registered with Valley 
Health for hospital visits. Due to HIPAA 
laws, the hospital cannot notify us when 
someone is admitted. 
To request a visit, contact the church 
office at 540-869-4019, or after hours, 
call Pastor Closter at 540-848-5325. You 
may also reach out to Pastor Closter or 
Martha Cooley. 

 蛂蛃蛄Choir Rehearsals - Rehearsals 
Thursdays @5:45PM, please join us in 
making a joyful noise, if interested please 
Contact: Ricky Gearhart, Music Director – 
music@trinitychurchvirginia.org. 蛁 

 蛥蛦蛧 Chime Choir – Sundays after service | 
Contact: Ricky Gearhart, Music Director – 
music@trinitychurchvirginia.org 

  Food Pantry Item of the Month: Soup 
(all kinds) | Contact: Kim Begnaud-
Hampton– kbegnaud0101@yahoo.com 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       Postludium   J.K. Fischer (1656-1746) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REMINDERS   
 When FCPS schools are closed, 

weekly activities will not be held. 
 The new quarter of Christ in Our Home daily 

devotional booklets are in the rack in the 
Narthex.  

 2026 Chancel flower calendar is posted on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  The entire 
year is there, so you can choose your 
Sundays for all of 2025. 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY Here's what’s 
happening at a glance: 

 Monday, January 26 
– Confirmation Class @5pm | Parish Hall 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 2:30 pm | piano, 
Room 203 & violin, Sanctuary 

Tuesday, January 27  
– Sewing for the Savior @ 9:30 AM | Room 204 

Wednesday, January 28 
– 5:30PM Community Meal: soup, grilled 
      cheese, dessert 

 Friday, January 30 
– Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 
10 AM | Room 205 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm | Room 203 

 Saturday, January 31 
– CMSP Music Together @ 9AM (week 3 of 10) | 
Room 203 

 Sunday, February 1 – Service @ 9:30 AM 
– Coffee Hour | Parish Hall – All are welcome! 
– Chime Choir Practice | Contact: Ricky Gearhart, 
Music Director 
– Bible study and discussion of the book of Acts @ 
11 AM | Parish Hall 

 
 

In The Know 



January 
Save the Date Calendar 
1- Office closed 
4 - Second Sunday of Christmas ~ Service @ 9:30 AM 

 Installment of Youth Confirmation 
Participants   

11- Baptism of our Lord ~ Service @ 9:30 AM 
 Installment of Council Members   

13- 9AM - 2PM Blood Drive, Parish Hall 
 9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Rm. 204 
 11:30AM Lutheran Church Women, Rm. 205 
 6:30 PM Congregational Council Meeting, 

Rm. 205  
18-Noisy Offering -- Access Independence 
19-Office closed, MLK day 
27-9:30AM Sewing for the Savior, Rm. 204 
28-5:30PM Community Meal: soup, grilled 
      cheese, dessert 

Attendance and General Offering 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Date In 
Person 

Zoom Facebook Offering 

1/04/2026 60 0 7 2,943.00 

1/11/2026 62 1 6 3,565.00 

1/18/2026 56 1 8 ? 

     

Weekly Operational Costs $ 4,649.00 

Sunday Servants  

February is now open on  
signup genius, sign up today! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay in the Loop! 
Want to receive our weekly Trinity Times Newsletter by email? 
까깍깋깎깏깐 Fill out a welcome card (basket in the Narthex) with your name and email, and we’ll add you to 
the list. 
Prefer print? Pick up a copy next to the name tag table in the Narthex, or call the office to request a 
mailed version: 
긒긓 540-869-4019 | 꾳꾴꾵꾬꾶 Tuesday–Friday, 8 AM–1 PM 

Congregational Meeting Notice 

A congregational meeting will be held immediately following worship on Sunday, 
February 1. 
Items for congregational consideration will include the replacement of the parsonage 
roof and long-term facility use for the  
I Can 2 program. 

Council Update 
Cross-Ministry Gathering: One Church, Shared Mission 
Saturday, February 7 | 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall 
Trinity’s Council invites all ministry leaders, ministry members, and interested congregants to 
a cross-ministry gathering on Saturday, February 7. This gathering replaces the Council’s 
annual retreat and brings Council and ministries together for shared conversation, listening, 
and relationship-building around Trinity’s Five-Year Strategic Goals. 
This is not a business meeting—no decisions will be made. Instead, the morning will focus on 
sharing ministry stories, strengthening connections, and exploring how we can better 
support one another as one church with a shared mission. 
A working lunch will be provided. Your presence matters, especially if you are involved in any 
ministry at Trinity. 
*Ministry Teams function as Trinity’s working committees—groups of members serving specific areas 
of church life, event planning, and mission. 

Social Ministry Update 
Winter Donation Request –  
With winter weather ahead, Trinity’s Social Ministry Team is collecting items for 
individuals experiencing homelessness. Needed items include socks, hats, gloves, 
sleeping bags, blankets, sheets, laundry detergent or pods, hygiene items, and 
feminine care products.  
Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors this winter. 


